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PRESIDENT - Addie Haynes

Faith, Hope, Love in Action

Dear Sisters,
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We are home from Assembly. What a wonderful time together with our sisters from across the world. As Ut
Methodist Women our Assembly Vision Statement is a call to honor the past, embrace new ideas in tHe pi
t and step out into the future. We are called as disciples of Jesus Christ to share our faith in the promlse of
i heaven and a new earth. In that hope, our expectation of needs will be met for all through the love of ur s
t hood of grace and our embodiment of justice. Our action for the future is the fulfillment of Faith, Hope, Love
i the name of Jesus Christ.
In the MayResponse Harri ett Jane Ol son speaks of a new?:hi
our future. United Methodist Women are turning faith, hope and love into action for women, children arid yC
around the world.

To do this, we all will be working in five interconnected areas:
") Spiritual Growth that leads to putting faith into action;
) Organizational growth focused on members;
') Work for justice through compassionate service and advocacy;
] Leadership development among women and girls around the
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world; . "
] Mission education for the transformation of the world." U n |t€d M eth Od Ist
This is the vision. The future is calling us to step up and make this A 1 40 E
ity that will honor our foremothers and to be the great organization C [
i calling us to be for women, children and youth around the world. @; years in
; { prayer for the Virginia Conference is that we will embrace this ne\ M |ss |ON fD
! sion. 1869 - 2009 =

Blessings,
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VICE PRESIDENT - Louise Miller

FAITH, HOPE, LOVE IN AC-
TION

The above title is the theme for
Assembly 2010, the Virginia
Conference Spiritual Life Re-
treat, The School of Christian
Mission and the 2010 Annual
Meeting. Maybe with this con-
centration of one theme we can
remember what it is and why it
is. It was chosen by Women's
Division for the Assembly and
we thought-"can we improve
on that?" The answer was
"NO"!I!

By the time this is printed and
you get it, many of your con-

STUDIES

For the Love of God:
Lett er s Virginia United Methodist

Johnos

The Beauty & Courage of
Sudan: Why a dream of

peace is possible.

Joy to the World

Mission & Evangelism

ference officers will have at-
tended Assembly, the District
meetings featuring our sisters
from Mozambique and our
Conference Spiritual Life Re-
treat Did you take advantage
of these experiences which en-
rich our lives and make us bet-
ter Christians, and thus better
United Methodist Women?

All of these experiences also
make us better leader®Ve get

ideas for programs which en-
rich our lives, programs which

focus on Women in mission,
especially, United Methodist
Women!! These events also
raise our level of ENTHUSI-

ASM for the work we do!!

For those of you planning pro-
grams, use what you have
learned at these various
events. If you were unable to
attend, ask someone who went
to Assembly, or went to the
Spiritual Life Retreat about
these programs and glean from
them some NEW idedsr pro-
grams on the local or district
level!

EVERYONE PLAN TO AT-
TEND OUR SCHOOL OF
CHRISTIAN MIS-
SION ! Come and bring some
friends!!

FAITH, HOPE, LOVE
IN ACTION

Virginia Conference School
of Christian Mission

Assembly Center

Blackstone, VA

JULY 22-25 & 26-29, 2010

~N
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MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH- Sue Boltz

| sit writing this from my room in St. Louis wishing you all were here. Assembly has arrived. The ear
events are about over and the main event is close to beginning. More people are arriving from all over
wor |l d. Women are seeing old friends and making
have met new friends.

Yesterday found me on the Ubuntu adventure. It was a first for Assembly and over 700 women swarme
Louis and the surrounding area to help out for the day. My assignment was the Lessie Bates Davis Neigt
hood House in E. St. Louis, IL. We first went to the original building (where | eventually had lunch) and o
group was split into 3. My group traveled to another building with a unique history (ask me). We worked &
Food Pantry bagging beef stew and pork. This is the largest food pantry in the St. Louis area and serve
proximately 5,000 per week. Needless to say, it is a busy place. While we were there a class training ce
workers was being held. The building also houses the Washington (city) library where computers are the r
draw. A tour of Washington and E. St. Louis with the head of Neighborhood House (a national project) c
cluded our day. It was an experience that was worth my extra time in St. Louis.

| am looking forward to sharing my experiences with you when | return. It is incredible to witness the wom
arriving and mingling. There are women from all over the world here. Women who participated in the Ubu
program came from all over the United States (including Alaska and Hawaii) as well as such countries as
Philippines, Korea, Brazil and from the continent of Africa. All evening and this morning more and mo
women are arriving. Our theme is fAFaith A Hope
part in the action. Lots of women from Virgini

courage NEW members of all ages!

The conference has a new task force to study ways to attract new members. If you have any ideas on ho
district and local units might be helped, email your ideas to me by Magd.0can send them out to the task
force. We want to design a plan that will help you in a campaign to broaden our membership. Rémemb
together we can change the world.

The Young Wo meb)dvid beESepeemhber 2851 210 at VUMAC in Blackstone, VA. Details
will be on the Conference Website shortly. We hope to see all of you there!

DATES 2010 UMW

UMW Day at Ferrum College June 5

VA Annual Conference in Norfolk June 1316
UMW Breakfast at Annual Conference June 14
South Atlantic Regional School at Ferrum College  June 2427

School of Christian Mission at VUMAC July 2225 & July 2629
Young Womenods Event September 225
38th Annual Meeting Officer Update October 2324
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TREASURER - Hatsy Droke

NEW MISSION GIVER PIN

¥Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing thErthia name of the Father and of the §pn
and of the Holy Spirit?®and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely I[fam
with you always, to the very end of the agMatthew 28:19-20

As United Methodist Women, we each work very hard to fulfill this Great Com
mission. Each of us may not be able to travel the world or the country to fulfill thi
but do fulfill this commission by generously giving monetary and service contrib I
tions. It is our way of letting people all around the world see Christ in us. This yedy,
we have added a new program to allow individuals to further fulfill this Great Com
mission.

Although this program is new to our conference, it is not new to other UMW Co |
|

ferences. Your Conference Mission Team decided to introduce this program becaus it
allows individuals to easily purchase Gift to Mission and Gift in Memory cards and {(
honor someone with a Special Mission Recognition pin. As always with change : d
new opportunities, there is a little discomfort and misinformation; so | wanted tq

write about this program and try to answer some of the questions and doubt.

Rainbow Givers is only for individuals not for units or circles. We certainly en
courage units and circles to purchase cards and give Special Mission Recognifjpn
pins, but not through this program. Rainbow Givers allows an individual, who doef
not have to be a UMW member, to donate $ 60.00 to Mission Giving and, in retu ,
gets a Gift to Mission card and Gift in Memory card and also, allows them to give
gift to someone of a Special Mission Recognition pin; a donation to mission and a I
ognition of service to a church or to a community is a wonderful gift to give someong

Having an individual give a Special Mission Recognition pin is not an infringeme
on a unitds giving of these pins; thdgt
special part of your unit recognitions. The unit will determine how these Rainbo
Givers pins are awarded, either at a unit gathering or privately between the giver anf
the receiver. Please look at this as just another wonderful opportunity to fulfill tha
Great Commission.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A16-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24212a
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BECOME A RAINBOW GIVER:

A $60.00 donation to Mission Giving makes you an individual 5 Star
Giver. Ask your unit Treasurer for the Rainbow Giver Form.

$5.00 to Pledge

$5.00 to Gift to Mission

$ 5. 00 to Gift in Memory

$40.00 to Special Mission recognition
$ 5.00 to World Thank Offering

PROGRAM RESOURCES Gail Sutcliffe

The purpose of the Reading Program is to encourage United Methodist Women members'

9 To expand understanding of and partici pat
1 To increase sensitivity to all human beirdgstheir needs, interests and concerns;
1
1
1
1

To encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity today;
To grow in understanding of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in contemporary Ilfe;
To enhance seknowledge and to act from that knowledge; and I
To strengthen involvement in local and global Christian mission.

Unlted Methodist Women recommends a diverse range of books with the intention of broadenl
-exposure to a variety of concepts. United Methodist Women does not intend that readers acc
-each word or idea contained within each volume. Some books you may agree with. Some yo
-may not. Either is all right. United Methodist Women cares and wants you to be knowledgeabl
-and caring Christian about current issues.
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Youth from Bermuda
Hundred UMC per-
forming at the Spiritual
Life Retreat for VA
Conference United
Methodist Women on
Saturday, May 15th
The youth are Becca &
Tori Alexander, Emily
Wilts, Jeremy Marshall,
Angelic & Spense Be-
thune, Kailey
Craddock, Kathleen
McNinch, Savannah
Hodges (Bermuda Hun-
dred UMC& Stephanie
Hopkins (from Trinity
UMC in Disputanta)

Summer 2010

Spiritual Growth - Mary Jane Rawle

| have just returned from Assem-
bly in St. Louis. What a special
gathering we had with women
from all around the worldl es-
pecially loved the music festival
on Saturday nightThe shar-

ing with other UMW members
and meeting old friends surely
was a highlight of Assembly for
many.

Many of the districts are having
Spiritual Growth events such as
Days Apart, Prayer Breakfasts,
and retreatsKeep up the good
work! I love reading about your
events in your newsletters.

| would like to share something |
read the other dayit made me
stop and think when | was in the
middle of a trying day in my
week. Maybe it will help you
too.

A little boy is telling his
Grandma how "everything" is
going wrong. School, family
problems, severe health prob-
lems, etc. Meanwhile, Grandma
is baking a cake. She asks her
grandson if he would like a
snack, which of course he does.
"Here, have some cooking oil."
"Yuck" says the boy. "How about
a couple raw eggs? " "Gross,
Grandma!”

"Would you like some flour
then? Or maybe baking soda?"
"Grandma, those are all yucky!"
To which Grandma replies: "Yes,
all those things seem bad all by
themselves. But when they are
put together in the right way,
they make a wonderfully deli-
cious cake! God works the same
way.

Many times we wonder why he

would let us go through such bad
and difficult times. But God
knows that when He puts these
things all in His order, they al-
ways work for good! We just
have to trust Him and, eventu-
ally, they will all make some-
thing wonderful!" God is crazy
about you. If God had a refrigera-
tor, your picture would be on it.

If He had a wallet, your photo
would be in it. He sends you
flowers every spring and a sun-
rise every morning. Whenever
you want to talk, He'll listen. He
can live anywhere in the uni-
verse, and He chose your heart.
What about the Christmas gift He
sent you in Bethlehem; not to
mention that Friday at Calvary.
Face it, He's crazy about you.



THE LINK
The Virginia Conference UMW

Summer 2010

Social Action - Linda Porter

Greetings!

He has shown all you people
what is good. And what does
the Lord require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy and to
walk humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8

God requires that we act justly,
love mercy and walk humbly
with our God. As social action
coordinators, we are called to
work on issues that are some-
times difficult. But we know

that as Christians we must show )
whe & dd

Godods |l ove
and work to right the wrongs

youth around the world. 1t is

not always easy, but we have to
keep our Christian social prin-

ciples before us at all times.

| hope each UMW unit is work-

ing on the Social Action Award

goals. The award is new this
year but | hope you will con-

tinue to work on it and call or e
-mail me with any questions
you have.

The Lake Junaluska Peace Con-
ference will be held Sept. 18
21. Thi s
focus on
_ r&B80.ar el
will join us as we travel to Lake

fPeace

year 60s

Page7
can work to bring
Worl dés Chil dreno.
on the website: www.lake

junaluska.com to learn more
about the conference. This is a
great opportunity to advocate
for peace for our children and
peace in the world. | will also

have registration forms at the
School of Christian Mission.

Thank you for all you do as so-
ci al action
continue to pray for each other
as WeOV\{]oer as zéldvocates \];\(/)F

.C . nce
Justige, ' Workina tqusther ang

h lspies and defing oy yoices §e,

heard does make a difference

coord

that affect women, children and Junaluska and learn how we

Web Sites & Links Of Interest

M Org.-www.umc.org

MCOR Hotlinei www.gbgmumc.org/umcaoihotline
elcome UMCI www.unitedmethodist.org

nited Methodist Womenhwww.gbgmumc.org/umw
irginia Conference UMG www.vaumc.org

U
Vi
Virginia Advocatei www.vaumc.org/virginiaAdvocate
V

irginia Conference UMW www.vaumc.org/umw

Laity Net: valaitynet@yahoogroups.cotfto subscribevalaitynet
subscribe@yahoolgroups.consend blank @nail to subscribe)
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We are on the Web

vaumw.org
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ARE AVAILABLE ON THE
CONFERENCE UMW WEB
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