
THE LINKTHE LINKTHE LINK   

THE VIRGINIA THE VIRGINIA THE VIRGINIA 

CONFERENCE CONFERENCE CONFERENCE 

UMWUMWUMW   

Fall 2010 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO THE 38TH  

ANNUAL MEETING OF 

THE VIRGINIA CONFERENCE 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

OCTOBER 23 -24, 2010 

VIRGINIA UNITED METHODIST  

ASSEMBLY CENTER 
 

 

 

 

 

 



The Link 

The Virginia 

Conference UMW 

 Page 2 

ANNUAL MEETING 
2010 

  

It's hard to believe, 
but it's time to get 
"geared up" for our won-
derful Conference UMW 
Annual Meeting!!  We will 
be electing new officers, 
saying good-bye to those 
who are leaving, honor-
ing those who have 
served in our ranks and 
have "gone on to glory", 
and celebrating the work 
done by ALL the Virginia 
Conference United Meth-
odist Women!!  

  

This is the year for the 
training of our District Of-
f i c e r s  f o r  2 0 1 1 -
2012.  They will have 2 
hours with their Confer-
ence counterpart on Sat-
u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n 
(following the business 

session).  Meanwhile, all 
others will have a won-
derful session on PRO-
GRAM PLANNING with 
Janet Baker, past Presi-
dent of the Norfolk Dis-
trict.  She will be using 
the new Program Book, 
Response Magazine and 
other United Methodist 
W o m e n ' s  r e -
sources.  This will take 
place in the auditorium 
where all can see and 
hear!! 

  

On Saturday evening we 
will  meet in the audito-
rium for all the awards 
(and more)!! 

  

Again this year, we will 
s tar t  our meeting 
on SATURDAY to help 
with cost for all our 
women.  If you like com-
ing on Friday evening, 

you certainly may, but 
there are no programs 
p la nn ed  f o r  t h a t 
time.  Each District has 
registration forms for 
their newsletters, so if 
you want to sign up--and 
everyone should-- please 
see your newsletters or 
our web site!! 

  

VIRGINIA CONFER-
ENCE UMW ANNUAL 
MEETING     October 23-
24  VUMAC, Blackstone, 
VA.  SEE YOU THERE!! 

VICE PRESIDENT  -  Louise Miller 

 DATES 2010 UMW 

Young Womenôs Event      September 24-25 

38th Annual MeetingðOfficer Update   October 23-24 



The Link 

The Virginia 

Conference UMW 

 Page 3 

 

 

 

Report and Recommendations of  the Committee on Nominations 

 Recommendations for the office of: 

  President  Olivia Hinton ï Portsmouth District   

  Vice President  Debbie Lewis ï Peninsula District 

  Secretary  Jean Swann ï Ashland District 

  Treasurer  Geraldine Sanderson ï Farmville District 

Recommendations for Mission Coordinators for: 

  Spiritual Growth  Mary Jane Rawley ï Harrisonburg District 

  Education & Interpretation Ann Klotz ï Winchester District  

  Social Action   Linda Porter ï Richmond District 

  Membership Nurture & Outreach   Sue Boltz ï Alexandria District 

Recommendation for  

  Secretary of Program ResourcesðGail Sutcliffe -  Alexandria District 

  Communication Coordinator    Joann McClung ï Norfolk District 

  Chair Committee on Nominations  - Lillian Sloane (Class of 2013)  

  Members: Class of 2011 ï Miran Kim 

    Class of 2012 ï Chris Cole 

            Class of 2012 ï Pat Owens 

    Class of 2013 ï Joyce McKay  

    Class of 2014 ï Ruby Lee Anderson 

    Class of 2014 ï Ruth Wilkinson 

   Charter for Racial Justice  Committeeï 4 nominated by committee ï term 3 years 

  District President ï Karen Booker Class of 2011 

  Linda Stocks ï Class of 2011 

  Exec. Committee Member ï Donna Patterson ï Class of 2013  

  Diane Wood-Hassell - Class of 2013 

  (Two Members to ensure inclusiveness/special expertise)         

Recommend the following serve on the Board of Trustees, Ferrum College 

          Olivia Hinton - Class of 2015 

Esther Mabry - Class of 2015 

Liz Lazenby - Class of 2015  

 Submitted by Nominating Committee 2010 : Luz de Tablan; Audrey Frazier; Miran Kim; Chris Cole; Pat 

   Owens; Geraldine Sanderson; Lillian Sloane 

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS -  Pat Owens 



 In June, your conference officers met with their counterparts from Womenôs 

Division and I wanted to share the financial information with you.  In January of 

2010, Womenôs Division assumed direct responsibility for our National Ministries, In-

ternational Ministries, and the Office of Deaconesses and Home Missioners. No longer 

will GBGM coordinate these ministries.  This makes our Mission Giving more impor-

tant in helping Womenôs Division meet these new responsibilities.  In planning where 

your dollars will go, please also keep in mind that we have a National Ministry here in 

Virginia that needs our support, Wesley Community Service Center in Portsmouth.  

Womenôs Division also needs our help in adjusting when we give our Mission Giving 

dollars. Over the past four years, Womenôs Division has received over 70% of our 

pledges in the second half of the year. Our pledge money provides Womenôs Division 

with their operating funds. This places them in a difficult financial situation each 

year. As a unit, please look at your patterns of giving and see how you can help change 

this giving pattern and move more of your giving to the first two quarters of the year. 

We are have made some changes in our procedures for UMW giving to local projects: 

¶ Giving to UMC projects in the Virginia Conference will continue to go through 

your district treasurer to the conference treasurer.  These projects would in-

clude, VUMAC, UMFS, Ferrum, Henry Fork, Camps and other Virginia Con-

ference Mission projects. 

¶ Donations made to local community organizations will be paid directly to the 

organization by the unit treasurer. 

¶ At the end of the year, the unit treasurer will send forward to the District Treas-

urer a list of all local giving including the name of the organization and the dol-

lar amount. This information will then be compiled by the conference treasurer 

and included in our Total Giving figures. 

Please continue to use the 80%/20% split in deciding where your funds will go. 

Gifts to Church World Services and their Blanket Fund and gifts to Church Women 

United are paid directly to those organization; not through your district and confer-

ence treasurer. 

 We are still collecting cancelled stamps to raise funds for UMCOR. This is an 

ongoing project that was started in 1987.  All cancelled stamps except bulk mail 

stamps are collected with foreign stamps being the most valuable. To collect the 

stamps, please cut the stamps off the envelope leaving at least a ¼ inch border. If there 

is a row of stamps, please leave them as a row and cut the row out with a ¼ inch bor-

der. Please do not peel the stamps off of the envelopes.  After you have collected the 

stamps, please bring them to a VA Conference UMW function at VUMAC and leave 

them in the registration area. 
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TREASURER  -  Hatsy Droke 
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BECOME A RAINBOW GIVER:  

 

 A $60.00 donation to Mission Giving makes you an individual 5 Star 

 Giver. Ask your unit Treasurer for the Rainbow Giver Form. 

  $5.00 to Pledge 

  $5.00 to Gift to Mission 

  $5. 00 to Gift in Memory 

       $40.00 to Special Mission recognition 

        $5.00 to World Thank Offering 

 Fall   2010 

 

Reports are due  to me October 1, 2010 for the District Reading Program.  Forms are on 

the  Virginia UMW website under Reading Program 

 

2011 Reading Program Books will be on the gbgm.org/UMW website the end of August. 

 

Change to Plan IV in the Reading Program.  I will discuss this at the Training at UMW 

Annual Meeting in October. 

 

2011 Prayer Calendars and 2011 Program Books will be available in the Bookroom at 

UMW Annual Meeting. 

 

Keep up the good reading.  Remember to renew your Response and New World Outlook 

magazines.  If you donôt have a subscription, consider getting one now.  They both 

have a new look and are so informative.  Great for Programs in  your unit meetings. 

 

PROGRAM RESOURCES  -  Gail Sutcliffe 
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What Members Do 

 

Members engage in the work of United Methodist Women at every level of the organization around all 

the different topics and issues we care about. 

 
Members Organize Events 

One thing is certain: United Methodist Women members organize and attend events! They 

¶ Organize vigils and legislative events around justice issues 
¶ Host potlucks, bake sales and socials at their churches to raise funds for mission work 
¶ Attend and organize Schools of Mission in their conferences or panel discussions on important issues 
¶ Attend Assembly, the quadrennial celebration of women in mission 
¶ Start Reading Program book clubs and circles for quilting and knitting 
¶ Plan service and advocacy opportunities in their communities 

Members Serve their Communities 
Local units, districts and conferences keep thirty percent of all raised funds for mission work to encourage 
support for local communities. With these funds, members 

¶ Support local National Mission Institutions and other local community centers 
¶ Volunteer at community centers and schools 
¶ Serve as leaders on their school boards and churches 

Members Act for Justice 
United Methodist Women members believe that charity is a gift, but social action helps change systems that 
keep people oppressed and dispossessed. To fulfill Godôs call to bring heaven on earth, members 

¶ Sign up for Action Alerts through the Social Action Network 
¶ Contact their representatives to vote for legislation aiding women, children and youth 
¶ Serve their communities through partnership with United Methodist Women-supported community centers 

and institutions 

Get Involved 
As a member of United Methodist Women, you can be a part of a growing, supportive community and con-
tribute to its continual growth when you: 

Support 

¶ Develop spiritually by prayer and Bible study 
¶ Support Financially with a Pledge to Mission and other donations 
¶ Intellectually through education about mission and mission projects 
 
Act 

¶ Get involved in both charity and justice issues 
¶ Be intentional about the use of the worldôs resources 
¶ Strengthen the supportive community by joining UMWOnline 
 
Participate 

¶ Learn about the changing needs in mission 
¶ Live a life of praise and thanksgiving 
¶ Develop a relationship with missionaries 
¶ Partner with our institutions or projects at home and around the world 



What a joy to see many of 

you at the SOCM in July!  

 What a great time we had at 

the Spiritual Life Retreat 

in May.   

 Those of us in charge of 

conference events through-

out the year try hard to make 

y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e 

the best it can be.  That does 

not mean everything will go 

as planned but it is not for a 

lack of trying. 

   

It is so important for us as 

women to take time for re-

newal and growth in our 

spiritual lives.  Getting away 

from home and attending a 

retreat with other women is 

just the event to help with 

this.  

 

 Our Spiritual Life Retreat in 

2011 will be May 13-15th 

with the Rev. Tammy Estep, 

D.S. of the Eastern Shore 

District, as our retreat 

leader.  Won't you mark you 

c a l e n d a r  

now and plan to attend? 

  

I'm looking forward to see-

ing everyone at our Annual 

Meeting in October at  

 V U M A C 
  

Spiritual Growth  -   Mary Jane Rawley 

And what does the Lord 

require of you?  To act 

justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with 

your God.  Micah 6:8 

Thank you for all your acts 

of justice on behalf of 

those who cannot speak for 

themselves.  Micah 6:8 

calls us to act justly, love 

mercy and to walk humbly 

with our God.  When we 

speak out on injustices, we 

are doing what God re-

quires of us.  Immigration 

reform, health reform, do-

mestic violence, environ-

mental issues, economic 

justice and other issues all 

call us to become involved 

and help make this a better 

world for everyone.  Letôs 

do our part because we 

canôt sit back and wait for 

someone else to do it. 

At our Conference Annual 

Meeting in October, I will 

give certificates to districts 

whose units complete the 

most social action goals 

that are outlined in the So-

cial Action Award form.  I 

hope all units have been 

working on the goals and 

will make their reports to 

the district social action 

coordinator before your 

district annual meeting.  

The District SA coordina-

tor will send me the num-

ber of units in their district 

who receive a district So-

cial Action Award, a Silver 

Social Action Award or a 

Gold Social Action Award.  

It is important to recognize 

what units are doing for 

social action.  All of us 

working together can and 

do make a difference.  I 

know this is our first Con-

ference Social Action 

Award and you have many 

questions.  Call or e-mail 

me with your questions.  

Hopefully, I can answer 

them. 

Thanks for all you do for 

peace and justice. 

THE LINK  

The Virginia Conference UMW 
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Social Action  -  Linda Porter 



PRESIDENT -  Addie Haynes 
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Dear Sisters, 

 

 It is the time of year when 

the call comes out for United Meth-

odist Womenôs Annual Meeting.  

This year we have made a lot of 

changes to address the needs that 

were expressed on your evaluation 

sheets last year. 

Our theme for this year and 

our vision for the future are Faith, 

Hope, Love, in Action.  As United 

Methodist Women who are called 

to be disciples of Jesus Christ, we 

are called to share: 

 Faith -  our belief in the promise of              

a new heaven and a new earth.  

 Hope -  our expectation of needs 

met for all. 

 Love -  our sisterhood of grace and 

our embodiment of justice. 

 In Action -  we find fulfillment of 

Faith, Hope, Love in the name of 

Jesus Christ. 

There is urgent work to be 

done to turn our faith, hope and 

love into action for Women, Chil-

dren and Youth all over this confer-

ence, nation and the world.  United 

Methodist Women are important to 

the church, as we are a community 

of women of faith who extend the 

love of God to others.  We commit 

our gifts and abilities to leadership 

in this organization.   

United Methodist Women 

throughout history have been advo-

cates for women, children and 

youth who have been left out at the 

table of power.   We are a mission 

organization who advocates for jus-

tice for all people. 

It has been my great joy to 

serve as your Conference President 

as we have stepped forward to live 

out our PURPOSE.   We have 

much to celebrate and much to do.  

I hope to see you at Annual Meet-

ing as we look forward to putting 

faith, hope, love into action. 

My prayer for each of you 

and our sisterhood is that by faith 

we will go forward, strengthened 

by those who have gone before us, 

empowered by the Holy Spirit and 

those who surround us.  May we be 

ready to run the race that is set be-

fore us, And ready to put our faith, 

hope, and love into action for Jesus 

Christ.  



 

Calling United Methodist Women 

Ubuntu Journey to Brazil 
 
Applications are now being accepted for the Brazil Ubuntu Journey, Nov. 9-21, 2010. There are eight open-

ings for United Methodist Women members to participate in the trip being led by Jeanie Blankenbaker, for-

mer assistant general secretary of mission volunteers for the United Methodist General Board of Global 

Ministries. The Ubuntu Journeys are supported by the Womenôs Division and Global Ministries. 

The objective of the journey is to build bridges between U.S. and Brazilian Methodist women by: 

Å Strengthening womenôs organizational capacity to be in mission with women, children and youth; 

Å Creating an educational space for shared learning and leadership; 

Å Exchanging skills that enhance womenôs capability to provide for their families;  

Å Witnessing the love of God for children and youth, and helping them live and grow free of violence; 

Å Learning the strength of people in the midst of economic and social disparities. 

Ubuntu Explorers will visit two state capitals, small cities and outskirt neighborhoods where the Methodist 

or ecumenical organizations have a mission presence. The journey will start in the Northeastern coastal city 

of Fortaleza, in the state of Ceará, and end in the Southeast city of Guarapari, in the state of Espírito Santo. 

Participants will have the opportunity to meet with Methodist women leaders at all levels -- local, district 

and national. In Fortaleza, they will share leadership at a district womenôs training, while in Guarapari they 

will share their United Methodist Women experience at the National Assembly of the Brazilian Methodist 

Women Confederation. 

The Ubuntu Explorers will:  
  

Å Visit local units, community and ecumenical organizations dealing with womenôs needs and rights;  

Å Play and have fun with children at Shade and Fresh Water, an after-school community program with chil-

dren and youth at risk;  

Å Worship at Methodist churches on Sunday;  

Å Help to strengthen the mission capacity of 

the Methodist womenôs organization, which 

carries a legacy of the 19th century mission-

ary movement. 

In all locations, the team will interact with 

local Methodist women and visit projects 

supported by Global Ministries. 

Cost is $3,500, exclusive of U.S. domestic airfare. For team member application forms and additional infor-

mation go to http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/work/mission-service-opportunities/ubuntu-explorers/ or con-

tact Jeanie Blankenbaker at jbumvimny@aol.com or 843-342-7092. 
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This is the new logo for United Methodist Women.  This was adopted at As-

sembly and is now the only one to be used in our publications.  We are no 

longer to use any other logo for United Methodist Women.  The versions to be 

used are found on United Methodist Women web page  http//gbgm-

umc/umw.org ,  resources, tools for leaders and there are the different formats 

of the logo.  Also multimedia then UMW.  The words must accompany the 

logo.  You may not use only the cross and flame.  I will give you more informa-

tion as I receive it.      

 

Joann McClung, Communications Coordinator 



YOUNG WOMENôS EVENT 2008 
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Virginia Conference United Methodist Women Present:  

  

Young Womenôs Event 

Can You Hear Me God? 
 

 

 

 
 
 

September 24 -25, 2010 

Dinner Friday night through 4:00 pm on Saturday 

  

Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center  

Blackstone, Virginia  

 


