
FROM THE UNITED 
METHODIST NEWS SER-
VICE – AUGUST 23, 2010 
Donors Respond Slowly to 
Pakistan Floods 
 
The outpouring of donations 
following the Jan. 12 earth-
quake that rocked Haiti is 
not being repeated for the 
people of Pakistan fighting 
for survival in the wake of 
massive floods. The United 
Nations blames donor fa-
tigue and the fact the magni-
tude of the humanitarian 
crisis is unfolding slowly. 
Others say the time of year, 
the distance from Pakistan to 
the United States and scaled-
down media coverage are 
factors, too. Whatever the 
case, a massive financial re-
sponse is necessary because 
the devastation is many 

times worse, said David Sa-
doo, an executive with the 
United Methodist Commit-
tee on Relief. "We are in 
need of donations to deal 
with a desperate situation," 
he said. "The scope of the 
disaster is immense. But this 
isn't registering yet in the 
United States." Many people 
assess the size of a tragedy in 
relation to its death toll, 
which may also play into the 
response to Pakistan. 
    More than 200,000 people 
died and 1.3 million were left 
homeless in the Haiti quake. 
UMCOR raised $40 million 
dollars for relief efforts 
there. In Pakistan, the death 
toll is lower -- an estimated 
1,500 people. But the num-
bers run out of their homes 
or left homeless could reach 
as high as 15 million or 20 
million, according to the 

United Na-
tions. "The 
number of 
people af-
fected is 
many times 
over than that in Haiti," said 
Sadoo, UMCOR's executive 
secretary for international 
disaster response.  
    UMCOR has given 
$105,000 to its ministry 
partners providing relief to 
Pakistan, he said.  "The 
money coming in isn't even 
close to that now," Sadoo 
said. "We have a general 
emergency fund that we're 
dipping into. We need help, 
and we need a lot of it." 
    Can’t we do a better job 
in responding, in the name 
of Jesus? 
 
Steve Hundley 
 

From Our District Superintendent 

A mission team  of twelve, 
including medical and non-
medical persons representing 
five United Methodist 
Churches, returned June 13th 
after a rewarding week of 
working with the Mayan In-
dians in the Boca Costa re-
gion of Guatemala.    The 
missionaries, Jim and Dianne 
Thompson, were glad that 
we were able to still come 
due to the recent devastation 
from the erupted volcano 

causing closing of the airport 
and the tropical storm that 
caused deaths, took out 
bridges and damaged water 
systems to the villages they 
work in. 

Our team with help from our 
interpreters and Mayan vol-
unteers treated approximately 
600 people and filled 750 
prescriptions.   Bible school 
was held in schools close to 
the clinic/church and ap-
proximately 550 children re-

ceived fluoride treatments 
for their teeth. 

The Roanoke District 
churches make this mission 
possible through their con-
tribution of medicines for 
the mission and the prayers 
of many.    For more infor-
mation regarding future 
missions, contact Jean 
Broyles at 540-366-9065 or 
LVQDAY@aol.com with 
subject Missions. 

Guatemala Mission Trip 
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Labor Day weekend (Sat., 
Sept. 4th) - Celebrate the clos-
ing of the pool with pool 
games, campfire, desserts and 
more! 

2nd Annual Fall Fellowship 
(Sat. Oct. 2nd) - Join us for a 
pot luck gathering.  Bring your 
favorite dish and enjoy the 
changing scenery as the leaves 
change for the fall.  There will 
be live music, story telling, 
wagon rides and a pot luck with 
a competition for the best ap-
ple recipe.  Also, rent a table 
for $5 for yard sale, baked 

goods, crafts, etc.  Watch 
apple butter being made. 

Retreats - With four year - 
round retreat buildings and 
22 seasonal buildings, total-
ing over 250 beds, Alta 
Mons has a place to suit eve-
ryone.  Facilities range from 
rustic adventure cabins to 
hotel-style lodging at the 
Retreat Center.  Whether 
you are looking for a solo 
retreat, a family reunion, 
church event, school trip, 
mission project, scrap book-
ing venue or to celebrate a 

special occa-
sion, Alta 
Mons has a 
place for you.  Consider Alta 
Mons for your year-round 
retreat and meeting needs. 

Volunteer Help Needed - 
Alta Mons is looking for 
volunteers particularly in 
food service, office assis-
tance and grounds keeping. 
If you are able to help, please 
contact the office at (540) 
268-2409 and speak to 
Mandy Masching.  

News from Camp Alta Mons 

vices start at 12:05 pm and 
offer messages of faith and 
hope from  Roanoke’s area 
clergy.  With the home-cooked 
lunch that immediately follows 
(suggested donation, $6) you 
can come to the service, eat 

lunch and be back in your 
office in less than an hour.  
The services take place at 
First Christian Church, 344 
Church Ave., downtown 
Roanoke. 

Wednesday Noonday Services 
 Wednesday Downtown 
Noonday Services, spon-
sored by the churches of 
downtown Roanoke, resume 
September 1st and go 
through December 15th.  
These short 25 minute ser-
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District UMYouth News     
FALL KICKOFF—24 
HOUR FAMINE 
EVENT— October 2-3 at 
8:00 a.m.  An all day and over-
night Retreat at Thrasher 
UMC.  This will be a fasting/
famine event.  There will be 
worship, service projects on 
Saturday and a Box City over-
night.  Speakers include mem-
bers of the Global Board and 
Josh Vgors who was the 

speaker at our past retreat.  
Watch for additional informa-
tion. 
 
Haunted House - Oct. 29-31 
The district youth council will 
host a Haunted House at 
South Roanoke UMC.  This is 
a fundraiser for YSF and fu-
ture district mission trip.  Put 
this on your calendar and 
bring your group out.  If you 

have some youth that are in-
terested in helping with this 
event, come to the district 
youth council meeting to find 
out how. 
 
District Council Meetings 
will be held Sept. 13 and Oct. 
18th at Trinity UMC at 7:00 
p.m. 

Remember in Your Prayers: 
The family of Mrs. Louise Reid Strickler, mother of Dr. Louis M. Strickler, who died Au-
gust 7th.  Dr. Strickler is pastor of Woodlawn UMC in Roanoke. 

The family of Mrs. Ruth Thomas Hodges, mother of Elaine Lavinder, who died August 
14th.  Elaine is the Executive Director of the Roanoke United Methodist Home. 

The family of Elijah Charles Sasser, nine-year-old great-nephew of Wyatt and Nancy 
Sasser, who was killed in a tragic farm accident on August 20th.  Nancy is the Roanoke Dis-
trict UMW President. 

Rev. Bart Weakley, pastor of Northview UMC, who is recovering from surgery. 

Darlene Caldwell, our former Cokesbury representative, is in Lewis-Gale Hospital. 

District Events & News: 
 

V The 4th annual Bar-B-Q at 

Northview UMC will be held 

Sunday, Sept. 26, at 5:30 

pm.  All food is home 

cooked.  The price is $8.00 

for adults and includes food 

and drink.  Children ages 4 

and under will eat free.  A 

dessert bar will be available 

at a small cost.  Take outs 

will be available.  Prior to 

the dinner, The Spiritual 

Steel Drum Band will pre-

sent a concert in the North-

view Family Life Center 

beginning at 4:00 pm and 

will last 1 hour.  This is a 

free concert with a love 

offering.  All are welcome. 

V The Roanoke District 

Book Club  will meet Tues-

day, Sept. 28, at the Roa-

noke United Methodist 

Home at 3:00 pm.  The book 

will be The Reluctant Part-

ing by Julie Galambush. 

V You are invited to the Ba-

zaar and Luncheon at the 

Roanoke United Methodist 

Home (1009 Old Country 

Club Rd.) on Thursday, Oct. 

7th, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm with 

lunch at 11:30 am - 1:00 

pm.  The Bazaar will feature 

books, attic treasures, furni-

ture, antiques & collectibles, 

jewelry, crafts, decorations, 

plants, snack bar, bake sale, 

etc.  Luncheon tickets are 

$8.00 and reservations are 

required.  Call 767-6800. 

V The District Lay Speaking 

Event is scheduled for Oct. 

15-16 at Southview UMC.  

More details will follow. 



Roanoke District UMW  

School of Christian Mission 
was wonderful again this 
year.  Roanoke District had a 
combined total of 29 per-
sons attending during the 
two sessions.  Carol Gaston, 
Dean of the School and 
Louise Miller, Assistant 
Dean, did a fantastic job of 
organizing, coordinating and 
delivering a successful 
school.  As always, top notch 
teachers were present and 
well prepared; fun and fel-
lowship were in great supply.  

 Roanoke District can be 
very proud that a group of 
teenage girls from the Com-
munity Outreach Program 
attended the week session of 
school.  Two of the girls 
were recent high school 
graduates and one of these 
young ladies will be attend-
ing the University of Virginia 
at Wise this fall.  We want to 
say thanks to their volunteer 
adult leaders, Gina and Rita, 
who work with the C.O.P. 
program all year.  Rita said 
they were already making 
plans to bring another group 
next summer.  I got to know 

Gina and Rita a little better 
since they were in my sec-
ond class, “Joy To the World” 
where we studied how to be 
more joyful in our worship.  
Everyone was involved in 
the study “For the Love of 
God, The Epistles of John,”, led 
by Rev. Clarence Brown.  

As our year begins to wind 
down and cool down (we 
hope), United Methodist 
Women always have our 
District Annual meeting to 
celebrate accomplishments 
of the past year.  We have a 
memorial service to remem-
ber our Sisters in Christ 
who have passed on.  We 
recognize units that have 
given that extra mile to be-
come Five and Six Star 
units.  We award certificates 
for Reading, Mission Today 
and the Gem Award (Social 
Action activities).  This year 
our meeting will be Sunday, 
October 3, at Southview 
UMC, beginning at 3:00 pm.   
We will be electing new dis-
trict officers, with installa-
tion service by Louise 
Miller, Conference UMW 

Vice-President.  We will also 
have a presentation by our 
District Vice-Present, Lou 
Talbutt entitled “Rekindle the 
Gift.”  We hope that many of 
our ladies from across the 
district will make the effort to 
attend this meeting and share 
in our passion for mission 
and help us to celebrate.  
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Nancy Sasser, District President 

District Events & News: 
 

V Newport -Mt. Olivet UMC is 

partnering with First Christian 

Church-Newport to present 

ñScreen on the Greenò.  Bring 

your lawn chairs and join them 

Sunday, Sept. 5th at 7:30 pm at 

the Village Green (Rt. 42/Blue 

Grass Trail) in Newport for a 

free showing of Alvin & the 

Chipmunks: The Squeakuel on 

a giant 16ô x 9ô inflatable 

screen.  There will be free pop-

corn and drinks too! 

V C.O.P. and Cave Spring UMC  

are sponsoring an all you can 

eat Pancake Breakfast on Sept. 

11th at the Applebees restau-

rant at Tanglewood from 7:00 - 

9:30 am.  Tickets are only $5!  

If you would like tickets, please 

call 342-3103.  Half the pro-

ceeds will benefit the children 

at C.O.P. and the CSUMW. 

V In 1980, the women of the Vin-

ton Methodist Episcopal Church 

South, saw a need to organize 

for mission.  The need is still 

there, and theyôre still in mis-

sion!  You are invited to join the 

Thrasher Memorial UMW as 

they celebrate this event on 

Sat., Sept. 18 from 2:00 - 4:00 

pm in Jones Hall.  RSVP to Jan 

890-2565 or dennyn-

jan@verizon.net .  

V On Sat., Sept. 22, the Eco-

nomic Justice Work Group of 

the VA Conference Board of 

Church & Society will partner 

with the Interfaith Center for 

Public Policy to present Real 

Change for Real People: Mov-

ing Beyond Broke.  This work-

shop will deal specifically with 

issues surrounding unemploy-

ment insurance and predatory 

lending.  Join us at Trinity UMC 

(305 Mountain Ave., SW) in 

Roanoke from 10:00 am to 

Noon.  Refreshments will be 

provided.  Contact Rev. Morris 

Fleischer at (540) 544-7183 or 

nmounmc@pemtel.net for more 

information. 

 

Shalom Zone: Grace Ministries 
The School of Christian Mis-
sion ended a few weeks ago.  
I wish everyone could attend.  
It is not possible to experi-
ence the event without ex-
periencing spiritual renewal 
as a result of understanding 
the strength and depth of 
commitment of a United 
Methodist Church in mission.  
I can’t wait for our District 
Mission Event as the oppor-
tunity for us is great. 

On a related note, Sharon 
Michael and I will be going 
for certification to become 
Bridges out of Poverty train-

ers.  In January we and others 
will be available to churches 
to lead groups in a study of 
poverty and classism.  The 
program will encourage dis-
cussion and understanding of 
issues that have created barri-
ers between our churches and 
the communities around us.  
It also provides a model for 
us as we are in ministry to-
gether.  If your church has 
some issues in knowing how 
to reach out to the commu-
nity around you, this Bridges 
out of Poverty study can 
help. 

Additionally, the district has 
graciously agreed to purchase 
a simulation program which 
will help us combine head 
and heart in dealing with and 
understanding poverty.  We 
can run the simulation pro-
gram in your church.  It 
works best with about 30 
folks.  My hope is that we 
will be flooded with requests 
for this program.  For further 
information, please contact 
me at 540-266-7262 or 
donedwards.esq@gmail.com. 

Don Edwards, Director 

Becky Parsons, right, leads children 

in a puppet show tracking their ad-

ventures in a  virtual hot air balloon 

from Mongolia to Chili during clos-

ing worship at this year’s School of 

Christian Mission. 

HOLY LAND TOUR -  Dr. Stephen Hundley is leading a tour to the Holy Land on 

January 25 - February 5, 2011.  Anyone interested can call the district office at 989-3335. 
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Date   Time  Church (Host church in bold) 

Sept. 13  6:00 p.m. Lawrence Memorial 

Sept. 29  7:00 p.m. Floyd Parish at Huffville 

Oct. 10  1:30 p.m. Hispanos Unidos at St. Mark’s UMC 

Oct. 11  7:00 p.m. Huntington Court 

Oct. 13  7:00 p.m. Catawba Circuit at Catawba UMC, New Castle Charge 

Oct. 17              12:00 noon Mount Olivet                                                                                                                                                          

  3:00 p.m. Southview, Grace, Northview                                                                                                              

  7:00 p.m. Bonsack, Ebenezer, Mountain View Charge, Thrasher Memorial 

Oct. 20  7:00 p.m. Mount Pleasant, Boones Mill, Rockingham Court                                                                                                                    

Oct. 24  3:00 p.m. Saint Paul (Christiansburg), Asbury, Belview, Christiansburg Charge, Mt. Elbert, Mt. Tabor, 

    Wesley Memorial                                                                                                                                             

  7:00 p.m. Blacksburg, Fieldstone, Newport-Mt. Olivet, Pembroke Charge, Prices Fork Charge 

Oct. 25  7:00 p.m. White Memorial, Crockett Springs, Goodwin Memorial, Lafayette 

Oct. 26  7:00 p.m. Fincastle, Andrew Chapel, Buchanan Charge, Eagle Rock Charge, Foothills Charge, St. Mark’s 

Oct. 28  7:00 p.m. Raleigh Court 

Oct. 31              12:00 noon Three Oaks Fellowship 

Nov. 1  7:00 p.m. South Roanoke, Greene Memorial, St. Paul (Roanoke), Trinity, West End 

Nov. 3  7:00 p.m. First (Salem). Calvary-Hall’s Charge, Central, Fairview, Locust Grove 

Nov. 4  7:00 p.m. Woodlawn, Cave Spring, Windsor Hills 

―New Beginnings‖ (previously Super Cupboard), a program to provide contact with interested homeless women at the 

Roanoke City Rescue Mission needs volunteers to serve on the program committee.  The committee will meet on Thurs-

days: Sept. 2, 16; Oct. 7, 21; and Nov. 4, 11.  If you are interested, please call Rev. Marianne Bird at 774-3132. 


