
Dear church leaders, 
 As a part of the ALL THINGS NEW focus of our annual con-

ference, we are challenged to focus on ―reclaiming … our United 

Methodist heritage as a missionary movement of God’s Holy Spirit‖. 

Somehow we have gotten away from being missionaries where we 

live, work and worship.  As I travel the district to share with you in 

charge conferences, I sense a desire from you to be more ―mission 

minded‖ but not missionaries.  Perhaps this is the disconnect.  We need to first see 

ourselves as missionaries, called by God and in pursuit of the leading of the Holy Spirit.  

Maybe then the sense of our mission mindedness will be fulfilled and others will see in 

us (United Methodists) a movement worthy of their time and efforts.  I think 

―missionary Methodists‖ has a ring to it - how about you? 
 On another matter, many thanks to all of you who are working hard to sup-

port the connection through your connectional giving.  You have once again been 

shown great loyalty and faithfulness to the connection.  Blessings on all of you! 

 

 In Service, I Am 

  Steve Hundley 
 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
The following churches have paid 100% in District and/or Conference apportionments in 

full for the year 2009:  Andrew Chapel—District; Calvary (Christiansburg)—District and 

Conference; Catawba, Catawba Circuit—District; Crockett Springs—District; Ebenezer—

District; First, Pembroke—District; Mt. Elbert—District and Conference; Mt. Lebanon, 

Pembroke—District; Newport-Mt. Olivet—District & Conference; Thrasher Memorial—

District. 

From Our District Superintendent 
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The District Office will 

close at noon on Wednes-

day, November 25th, for 

the Thanksgiving Holiday 

and will reopen Monday 

November 30th. 

NOVEMBER CHARGE CONFERENCES 

Date  Time  Church (Host church in bold) 

Nov. 1  3:00 p.m.  St. Paul (Christiansburg), Asbury, Belview,  

    Christiansburg Charge, Mt. Elbert, Mt. Tabor, Wesley  

    Memorial 

  7:00 p.m.  Blacksburg, Fieldstone, Newport-Mt. Olivet, Pembroke 

     Charge, Prices Fork Charge 

Nov. 2  7:00 p.m.  First (Salem), Calvary-Hall’s Charge, Central, Fairview,  

    Locust Grove 

Nov. 3  7:00 p.m.  Southview 

Nov. 5  7:00 p.m.  Cave Spring, South Roanoke, West End, Windsor Hills,  

    Woodlawn 



Over 300 United Meth-

odist Youth gathered at 

Bonsack UMC on Octo-

ber 4th for their annual 

youth rally.  This year the 

rally centered around a 

mission project called 

Stop Hunger Now.  The 

goal was to raise $12,500 

in order to make 50,000 

meals!  With the help of 

our district churches, 

district youth groups, 

Sunday school classes and 

other donations - we met 

our goal!  Thanks to eve-

ryone that donated, 

helped or participated.  

Over 20 UMC youth 

groups participated in this 

awesome event!  It was a 

witness to our faith to 

see 300+ youth with hair-

nets on packaging food 

for the hungry!  Praise 

God!! 

Roanoke District UMC Youth Meet Goal!! 

District Lay Members At-Large to Annual Conference 2010 

Elected at District Conference, October 11, 2009 

Richard Alvarez (Blacksburg) 

Tranacia Arris (Fairview) 

Nancy S. Beach (Woodlawn) 

Nathaniel L. Bishop (Asbury) 

Sylvia S. Bishop (Asbury) 

Brenda S. Brooks (Bonsack) 

Stan Byrd (Greene Memorial) 

Jannette Clavez (St. Paul, Christiansburg) 

Vivian K. DeHart (St. Paul,  

 Christiansburg) 

Ronald B. Dingler (Woodlawn) 

Charles Dirico (St. Paul, Christiansburg) 

Elizabeth Gapp (Parrish Chapel) 

Hartley R. Gaston (Trinity & First,  

 Salem) 

Leta Gillespie (Trinity, Buchanan) 

Thomas E. Hackney (Prices Fork) 

 Roanoke District News 

District Events & News: 
 

 The District Clergy will meet 

Monday, Nov. 2, at Hollins Uni-

versity (small chapel) at 9:00 

AM. Dr. Peter Coogan, Profes-

sor at Hollins and the Rev. Dr. 

Jan Fuller, Chaplain and faculty 

member will present a program 

on Anti-Semitism.  Lunch will 

follow the meeting. 

 Huntington Court UMC is start-

ing a new ministry called Praise 

Moves, the Christian alternative 

to Yoga.  Deep stretching, gen-

tle movement, and strong scrip-

ture combine for weight loss, 

stress relief, flexibility and 

strength.  This ministry will be 

led by Nancy Harvey starting 

Sat., Nov. 7, at 10:00 am in the 

fellowship hall.  Wear comfort-

able clothes and bring a mat, 

towel and water bottle.  Call 

Nancy at 366-5636 for info. 

 District Youth Council will 

meet at Fairview UMC Nov. 16 

at 7:00 pm. 

 The Roanoke District Leader-

ship Training Event will be held 

Saturday, Jan. 9, 2010, at 9:00 

a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Bonsack 

UMC.  Complete details on 

classes will be coming out soon. 

 The District Book Club will 

meet November 17th at 3:00 at 

the Roanoke UM Home.  We will 

be discussing The Martyr’s Song 

by Ted Dekker.  Rev. Tim Tate 

will lead the discussion. 

 The Lafayette UMW will host a 

Fall Bazaar on Saturday, No-

vember 14th, from 8:00 AM-2:00 

PM.  Breakfast and lunch items 

will be available along with 

handmade items, baked and 

canned foods and white ele-

phant treasures. 

 “Hope and Hot Chocolate,” 

presented by Good Samaritan 

Hospice will be presented 7:00 

PM Tuesday, Nov. 10th, at the 

Roanoke UM Home.  This pro-

gram offers hope, comfort, ideas 

and ways to deal with losses 

especially during the upcoming 

Holidays. Call Delaine Caldwell 

540-767-6805 for information.   

Ed Harless (First, Salem) 

Jerry W. Huff (Ebenezer) 

Peggy Huffman (Bethel, New Castle) 

Sarah Hundley (Cave Spring—Young  

 Adult) 

Alan S. Johnson (Asbury) 

Barbara J. Kagey (Fincastle) 

LaNora King (Haven’s Chapel, Floyd  

 Parrish) 

Tom McCann (Mount Pleasant) 

Hazel M. Norris (Andrew Chapel) 

Lori Valentine Segovia (Blacksburg) 

Sue Speed (St. Paul, Christiansburg) 

Samantha Torgersen (Campus Ministries 
 Rep.) 

Jonathan Wilson (Southview—Young  

 Adult) 

Well Wishes 
 

We extend our Christian love and support to Fran Burgess, Roanoke Dis-

trict Office Assistant, as she recovers from surgery.  Fran is the wife of Rev. 

Steve Burgess, interim pastor of Southview UMC. 
We extend our Christian love and support to Rev. Donna Sharp, pastor of 

Mt. Elbert and Mt. Tabor, who will have surgery November 2nd. 
Joseph Michael Ricotta was born Saturday, October 17, in Norfolk, Vir-

ginia.  He is the son of Michael Ricotta and Kathryn ―Katie‖ Hundley Ri-

cotta.  Katie is the daughter of the Reverend James Hundley who died in July of 

this year and Alice Hundley of Blue Ridge, Virginia. 



October 4th was a time of celebra-

tion for the United Methodist 

Women on the Roanoke District.  

We were celebrating 140 Years in 

Mission during our Annual Meeting 

at Cave Spring UMC with over 110 

women (and a few gentlemen) in 

attendance.  We were gathering to 

conduct our business to approve the 

2010 budget and pledge to missions, 

and the ladies approved an increase 

on both items. 

At this event we recognize units that 

have worked to become five and six 

star units with their mission giving, 

mission today units with their mis-

sion projects, their Social Action 

earns them a Gem Award and they 

also earn individual certificates for 

participating in our Reading Pro-

gram, which includes education and 

information about all the parts of 

our mission emphases.   We also 

have a memorial service to remem-

ber those that have moved on to 

their ultimate reward in the past 

year. 

This year we invited Church and 

Community workers, Deb Keeney 

from the Community Outreach Pro-

gram at Trinity and Rev. Don Ed-

wards, Esq. from Shalom Zone: 

Grace Ministries to bring displays 

and materials and spend some time 

visiting with the ladies during our 

fellowship hour.  We also received 

an offering during our meeting and 

those funds totaling $477.00 will be 

given to Grace Ministries to support 

their important work.  We encour-

aged our units to continue their re-

lationships and support of these dis-

trict mission projects. 

The last district gathering this year 

of United Methodist Women will be 

Saturday, November 7th at St. Paul 

UMC in Christiansburg for our An-

nual Prayer Breakfast.  This year our 

guest speaker will be Mary Jane 

Rawley, our Conference Spiritual 

Growth Coordinator.  She will be 

speaking on our year long program 

theme ―Who’s at the Table.‖  We 

look forward to our visit with Mary 

Jane and her ―witty words of wis-

dom.‖ 

We are so thankful for the hard 

work and dedication of our United 

Methodist Women and their com-

mitments to Mission locally, nation-

ally and internationally. We are truly 

Women on a Mission. 

Fincastle UMC is seeking a Nursery 

staff member for two services and the 

Sunday School hour each Sunday morn-

ing (8:45 am - 12:15 pm) and for occa-

sional special services.  For this paid po-

sition, we are looking for someone of 

strong character, who is effective in 

working with and caring for small chil-

dren, ages 4 and under.  A Job-Share will 

be considered for those who seek to be 

involved in a worship setting on Sunday 

mornings.  Send your resume by e-mail 

to fumc@rbnet.com or mail to Fincastle 

UMC, PO Box 63, Fincastle, VA 24090.      

ROANOKE DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Nancy Sasser, District President   
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Childrenõs Ministry 
 
The General Board of Discipleship is hosting a Children’s Ministry Forum on 

February 23-25 in Raleigh, NC.  Go to www.gbod.org/cmf for more informa-

tion.  If you are interested in attending, please contact Susan Wagner at 977-

4212 or email at susan@bonsackumc.org. 

The group that went to FOCUS in June will be presenting highlights of FO-

CUS at the Children’s Ministry Training in January.  The District Training for 

all areas will be on January 9th at Bonsack UMC.  Plan to attend and network 

with others who work in Children’s Ministry. 

Other District Events  
 Carl Held, a member of Heritage UMC 

in Lynchburg District, has offered to 

review the local, long distance phone 

and internet bills for the churches on 

our district at no charge to find possi-

ble savings to the church.   Carl may 

be calling your church to offer his ser-

vices.  It is strictly optional, and there 

is no obligation with it.  He is employed 

by Central Virginia Communications 

and just wants to help our local United 

Methodist churches.  Contact Carl at 

434-237-4300 or Carl@cvacm.com. 

 Cave Spring UMW will hold its annual 

church bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 7th 

from 8:00 AM-2:00 PM. The bazaar 

will include fall and holiday crafts, 

baked goods, jams and jellies, and 

“White Elephant” rummage sale.  Pro-

ceeds go towards mission work locally, 

nationally and globally. Info: 989-3673 

 The Alta Mons Annual Corporation 

Meeting will be held Sunday, Nov. 15, 

3:00 PM at Camp Alta Mons.  Minis-

ters and representatives are requested 

to attend to hear the State of the 

Camp and vote on the new Board of 

Directors and Budget. 

 

Needed:  Church Choir Director, 

St. Paul UMC, 220 West Main 

Street, Christiansburg.  Go to 

www.stpaulvaumc.org or call 540-

382-2410 for details.  Send resume 

to employment@stpaulvaumc.org  

or mail to St. Paul UMC, 220 

West Main Street, Christiansburg, 

VA 24073.  Position available im-

mediately. 

Positions Available 

mailto:Carl@cvacm.com
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The DEADLINE for the 

NEXT ISSUE is the 15th of 

the month. 
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Virginia United Methodist Foundation 
Even in a time of economic distress, there are persons who have the motivation and the resources to make special 

gifts.  Unfortunately, most of our churches are not presenting these opportunities.  There are always special opportuni-

ties for current gifts but, in this case, I’m speaking primarily about planned gifts, or deferred gifts, through bequests, life 

income vehicles such as charitable gift annuities or charitable trusts, or insurance.  The VA UM Foundation is available 

to assist you in presenting these opportunities and to assist individuals in planning and implementing such gifts.  For 

more information, please call 1-800-768-6040, ext 120 or email at Foundation@vaumc.org.    - Jim Bergdoll VUMF 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

2010 Roanoke District Sponsored Volunteer in Mission Teams  
 

WHAT:  BOCA COSTA MEDICAL MISSION   Mazatenango, Guatemala  

WHEN:  June 5 - 13, 2010 

NEEDED:   Doctors, Dentists, Nurses, non-medical persons to participate in Fluoride  

  Treatments, Vacation Bible School and Construction.  

 
Contact Jean Broyles, 366-9065 or LVQDAY@aol.com for more information.   Mission website is 

www.bocacostamm.org.   Cost is approximately $1400 (tax deductible).  
 

PLEASE NOTE:   If your church is forming a mission team/s for 2010 and it can accommodate youth and/or adults from 

other churches, please contact the District Office so the information can be passed on to District churches.    

 
Looking for a Mission Site?? – Steve and Robin Claris, members of Bonsack UMC, are inviting you/your church to con-

sider a mission trip to Mississippi.   Steve is a Church and Community Worker (CCW) with the Board of Global Minis-

tries of The United Methodist Church and serves with the Choctaw Mission in Mississippi in community outreach and 

leadership development.  Advance # 3020817.      Contact Steve at  n4spr@rev.net.   

mailto:LVQDAY@aol.com
http://www.bocacostamm.org/
mailto:n4spr@rev.net

