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IN THIS ISSUE: 

Leaders, 

In the last month I have had many occasions to be glad to be                           

a United Methodist.  Let me share some of those. 

1. I am on the road and I hear on WVTF Public Radio  

       that the day sponsor is “the United Methodist                               

 Church” 

2.  I am watching television and I see a commercial our                    

 communications volunteer organized for us (Al Colgrove) about “the 

 United Methodist Church” 

3. On April 7, the Roanoke Times had a full page ad promoting “the 

 United Methodist Church” 

4. When floods came to the Dakotas and in other areas of the country, 

 “the United Methodist Church” responded 

5. UMCOR is telling us of the efforts to help those in Sri Lanka dis-

 placed by war, the rebuilding of Liberia after civil war, work in Haiti 

 to support a hot lunch program for children, the continuing support of 

 Myanmar after a terrible cyclone a year ago, all done as ministry of 

 “the United Methodist Church” 

6. I see the ministry of the churches of the Roanoke District and give 

 thanks that we are a part of “the United Methodist Church” 

I pray that you are telling the stories of “the United Methodist Church” and 

we can celebrate the gift God gives us to serve as Christ serves us! 

Blessings, 

Steve Hundley 

HELP US SAVE 

The District office is making an ongoing effort to be good stewards of our resources 

by striving to send the District Newsletter out by email to as many persons as 

possible.  We were sending approximately 1200 letters out by US mail each month 

and so far we have been able to reduce it by about 400 due to the positive response  

from newsletter recipients agreeing to receive their newsletter by email.  If you are 

receiving this newsletter as a hard copy but would like to receive it by email, just 

email Carole Click at cclick@roanokeumc.org and we will be happy to add you to 

the email list.  Thanks to all those who have responded thus far and thanks in 

advance to those of you who will respond! 
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District Events & News: 

 District Ministers’ Association 

will meet Thursday evening, May 

21, at Bonsack UMC, 4493 Bon-

sack Rd., Roanoke.  This will be 

the Anticipation Dinner. 

 Locust Grove UMC has an upright 

piano to give to a church.  If inter-

ested, contact Jewel Hilton at 389-

9990. 

 Scholarship Fund for Camp Alta 

Mons - Each year many individu-

als, Sunday School classes and 

other groups in our churches spon-

sor a child for a week of camp at 

Alta Mons.  These are children who 

cannot afford the cost of a week of 

summer camp.  Unless our 

churches help out, these children 

will not be able to experience the 

love of God in a safe outdoor envi-

ronment.  Please encourage indi-

viduals and groups in your church 

to contribute to the scholarship 

fund at Alta Mons so these children 

can attend camp this summer.  

Jesus said to us, “when you do it 

unto the least of these, you do it 

unto me.”                                      

Brenda Brooks, Chair Alta Mons Board 

 Back on the Path Ministry:  Job 

loss is an extremely traumatic or-

deal in many, many ways.  The 

stress and anxiety level is high, the 

loss of income presents financial 

problems, and self esteem is often 

destroyed.  Some times, losing 

your job has been equated to the 

loss of a loved one.  Other times, 

the person who finds himself or 

herself jobless may experience 

some of the same feelings of help-

lessness and dread as a small 

child lost in a dark and foreboding 

forest.  The range of emotions 

range from shock to anger to fear 

and disorientation.  You can get 

Back on the Path Tuesday eve-

nings at 7:30 pm at Cave Spring 

UMC, 4505 Hazel Drive, SW, Roa-

noke.  For more information, call 

540-989-3673. 

 The Voices of Youth Concert will 

be held Tuesday, July 14, at 7:00 

pm at Raleigh Court UMC. 

DISTRICT ANNUAL CONFERENCE ORIENTATION 

An orientation session for Roanoke District members of the 2009 Virginia 

Annual Conference will be held Sunday, May 31, at 3:00 p.m. at Raleigh 

Court UMC, 1706 Grandin Rd., SW, in Roanoke.  It is important that clergy, 

church lay delegates and district lay delegates be present to be  briefed on 

issues coming before the Conference. 

2009 VA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

The 2009 session of the Virginia Annual Conference will 

be held June 14-17 at the Scope in Norfolk, Virginia. 

The 2009 VA Annual Conference logo reflects the third 

phrase of the conference challenge and flows from the 

original 2007 logo created by the conference Communications staff.  The 

Virginia Conference challenge is “Let’s get growing!  More people, more 

young people, more diverse people.  All for Jesus!”  The 2009 logo was cre-

ated by Linda Rhodes, Conference Director of Communications.  It features 

the word “welcome” in four languages:  English, Korean, Spanish and 

Cherokee. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE OFFERING 

The Virginia Conference continues its partnerships with Methodist people in 

Mozambique and Brazil.  We have made a commitment to long-term part-

nerships which promote sustainability of mission needs over time. 

This year’s offering goal is $300,000 and will benefit the following projects:     

In Brazil, we want to expand the transformative Shade and Fresh Water 

Project in communities.  After-school care, faith-based programming and 

nurturing staff are the key features of this unique ministry which benefits 

thousands of children. 

In Mozambique, the UM Theological Seminary at Cambine Mission is in 

critical need of refurbishing.  Our gifts will help secure textbooks, desks 

and supplies, repair the roof, and provide for teaching team exchanges 

between the Mozambique Conference and the VA Conference. 

We will also give priority consideration to the Pathways Ministries in 

Petersburg, VA.  The many ministries of this community development 

corporation are transforming and saving lives and neighborhoods every 

day.  Young people are earning GED’s; housing is being rehabbed to 

become affordable; health clinics are provided for people who have no 

regular access to medical care.  We are pleased to offer our participation 

and partnership with this special ministry where the Reign of God is so 

evident.   

This year, more than ever, I hope and pray that VA United Methodists con-

tinue their tradition of generosity and compassion as we bring our offerings 

to Annual Conference 2009. 

- Bishop Charlene P. Kammerer 
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ROANOKE DISTRICT  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN    Nancy Sasser, District President   

Greetings to United Methodist Women:  I am sure you are all very busy in your churches with Mission Projects.  

Please don’t forget to support our church project, by preparing UMCOR Kits for VA Annual Conference in June.  

There is still time to get your church and UMW group busy with this project. 

UMCOR has detailed instructions on the KITS in the Mission Opportunities booklet in your church.  You can also 

access the information from the United Methodist Church website: www.vaumc.org , then look at Resources, Mis-

sion Opportunities, and then finally UMCOR Kits. 

Here on the Roanoke District we have some very talented ladies that have been sewing the tote bags to be used for 

School Kits.  Perhaps you saw the note on pg. 2 of last month’s newsletter. 

Nancy Hamblin and her sisters have made over 700 bags and are willing to sell them to your church for $1.50 each 

to cover the cost of the handles.  They will then use the money collected for Mission Projects at St. Mark’s UMC.  

You may contact Nancy at 992-5505 to make arrangements to pick up these bags. 

There is still a great need for Flood Buckets, Health Kits, School Kits and Baby/Layette Kits.  So please get busy 

and encourage this project in your churches.  (This is not an “official” UMW project.)  As women of the church, we 

can make a difference in the life of someone else.  If possible, involve persons of all ages to work on these kits.  

Mark your calendars now for the upcoming School of Christian Mission, to be held July 24-26 and July 27-30 at 

Blackstone.  Classes will be offered on three subjects: Food & Faith, Beauty & Courage of Sudan, and Giving Our 

Hearts Away – Native American Survival.   There will be classes for all ages.  Please plan to attend. 

NEWS from CAMP ALTA MONS  

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND:  Come and join us for Memorial Day Weekend at Alta Mons.  Meals and accom-

modations are offered at reduced rates for this weekend only.  There will be free program events on Saturday, May 

23rd, starting at 9:00 am and ending with a campfire at 8:00 pm. 

SUMMER CAMP:  Sign up now for Summer Camp at Alta Mons.  The theme for this summer camp is “I AM 

HERE”.  We will be blending traditional camp activities such as fishing, hikes, crafts, and ropes with interactive 

Biblical stories.  Campers will experience, through daily activities, the life of Jesus and how He was both fully hu-

man and fully God.  Brochures are available from the camp office or you may call 540-268-2409 for information. 

Registration forms can be found online at  www.altamons.org . 

SUMMER CAMP STAFF:  Interested in volunteering or being on staff for the summer at Alta Mons?  We need 

counselors, support staff, nurses, chaplains and more.  Employment requirements for Summer Staff: 

A growing Christian who feels comfortable supporting the goals of a Christian camp 

A person who enjoys working with children and youth 

A person who enjoys working in the outdoors and participating in outdoor activities 

A person who has completed at least Jr. High Year of High School 

Applications are available online www.altamons.org or by calling the office at 540-268-2409. 

SHELTERS AT ALTA MONS:  Book your shelter at Alta Mons for family reunions, church picnics, birthday par-

ties, outdoor worship services and more.  A reminder to United Methodist Churches in the Roanoke district:  Alta 

Mons provides shelters at no cost for rental for any church activity year round. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to the volunteers who helped at Camp Alta Mons during National Volunteer Week in 

April and also to those who attended the 1st Annual Green-Up Day on April 18th.  We appreciate all your hard 

work!                                                                                                         - Jason Masching, Program Service Director 

http://www.vaumc.org/
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Virginia Conference                                                            
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4502 Starkey Road, SW, Suite 101                    
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Charlene Payne Kammerer, Area Bishop          

Stephen C. Hundley, District Superintendent      
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HELP US SAVE !! 

Would you like to help us save on paper and postage?  

You may receive the District Newsletter by email!  Just 

email Carole Click at cclick@roanokeumc.org and tell 

her you would like to receive the newsletter via email. 

WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SUPPORT  TO: 

Shelby McAden, who is recovering from sur-

gery.  Shelby is a retired diaconal minister and 

her husband, Rev. Bob McAden, is a retired 

clergy on our district. 

The family of Rev. Marion Glenn “M.G.” Good-

pasture, Jr. who died on April 27.  His son, Rev. 

David Goodpasture is Senior Pastor of St. Paul 

UMC in Christiansburg. 

We rejoice in announcing the birth of a son, 

Aaron Thomas Hemming, to John and Karen 

Hemming on April 25.  Rev. John Hemming is 

the associate pastor at Cave Spring UMC in Roa-

noke. 

CONGRATULATIONS ON STEWARDSHIP 

The following churches have paid 100% in District 

and/or Conference apportionments so far this year: 

Calvary (Christiansburg) - District and Conference 

Crockett Springs - District 

Mount Elbert - District 

DISTRICT BOOK CLUB TO MEET 

Our next District Book Club will meet Tuesday, May 26, 

at the Roanoke UM Home at 1:00 pm.  We will be dis-

cussing The Language of God - A Scientist Presents Evi-

dence for Belief by Francis S. Collins.  “Dr. Collins, head 

of the Human Genome Project, is one of the world’s lead-

ing scientists.  He works at the cutting edge of the study of 

DNA, the code of life.  Yet he is also a man of unshakable 

faith in God and scripture.”  “Collin’s argument that sci-

ence and faith are compatible deserves a wide hearing.  It 

lets non-churchgoers consider spiritual questions without 

feeling awkward.”  The NY Times Book Review: “What 

an elegantly written book.  In it Francis Collins...tells why 

he is also a devout believer...A real godsend for those with 

questioning minds but who are also attracted to things 

spiritual.”  Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

Looking forward to a great discussion! 

- Becky Hundley 


