
GOING NORTH AND 

SOUTH 

A few years ago, (Ok ð it was 

the last century - 1998) I pre-

pared to move to a new church 

appointment.  I travelled to the 

town and had a Saturday after-

noon meeting with the PPR 

committee and saw the parson-

age.  At the end of the òchurch 

timeó I met up with my parents 

who had my children and we 

went to dinner together.  As we 

sat eating dinner in a local eat-

ery, I looked out the window in 

that sort of disbelief that I was 

really going to call this place 

home.  I was concerned about 

the move and just how I was 

going to make this work.  I 

looked up and saw above the 

road at the nearby interchange a 

strange sign.  It pointed to an 

on ramp that directed you to 

enter this way onto US29 

North and US 501 South!  

What?  So this is the place I 

had been sent to ð a place 

where you can go both north 

and south at the same time! 

Can you go in two directions 

at the same time?  I know 

many of you as church leaders 

have wondered just how you 

could be in two places at one 

time, but can you go in two 

different directions at once? 

I am afraid that the world 

looks at us with wonderment 

and sometimes disgust because 

we look like we are trying to 

go in two directions at once.  

We say we are open and love 

everyone but then we appear 

to be judging 

all who enter 

our doors.  

As I ap-

proach this 

Lenten season, I pray that I 

can find the ways that I look 

confused to those who see 

my witness and example. I 

want to remove those exam-

ples of confusion from my 

witness so that I show that I 

serve Jesus ð who died be-

cause he loved us all.  No 

confusion.  For all of us be-

cause he loved all of us!  

Would you join me on this 

òno confusionó journey? Go 

in one direction, for the sake 

of Jesus! 

Steve Hundley  

From Our District Superintendent 

Through individual gifts and 

special offerings, benefit con-

certs and other innovative 

fund-raisers, United Method-

ists have donated $11 million 

to the UM Committee on 

Relief (UMCOR).   

The Roanoke District donated 

3,553 Health Kits from 16 

churches, VA Tech and Salem 

MS.  UMCOR is now request-

ing Layette Kits to go to Haiti.  

Each kit contains diapers, 

washcloths, one-piece body 

suits or shirts, gowns, diaper 

pins and receiving blankets.  

You can find a complete list 

for these  kits on their website 

www.umcor.com.  One Great 

Hour of Sharing Sunday, 

March 14th. 

UM Relief Stands at $11 million 
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On Sunday, March 14, 2010, 

between 500 and 700 volun-

teers will meet at Patrick 

Henry High School between 

11:00 am and 7:00 pm to pack 

dehydrated meals for Haiti 

through Stop Hunger Now, an 

international food relief organi-

zation.  Roanoke area 

churches, colleges and civic 

groups are soliciting donations 

and volunteers for this eventña 

project to package 140,000 

meals to send to Haiti in the 

aftermath of the recent earth-

quakes. 

Working in shifts of one and 

a half hours, volunteers of all 

ages will assemble packets of 

rice, soy, dehydrated vegeta-

bles and a flavoring mix with 

vitamins and minerals.   

These packets will be shipped 

to Haiti in April.  This event 

is open to the PUBLICñso 

anyone can register to partici-

pate.   

The Roanoke District Youth 

are committed to raise $8,000-

$10,000 for this event and 

already have close to $2,000!  

WE CAN DO IT!! 

Send your donation to Carole 

Click at the district office and 

note STOP HUNGER 

NOW  on checks. 

For more information con-

tact Tim Craft at 540-819-

9386 (cell), 540-977-4212 

(church) or email him at 

craftytim@msn.com.  

must be CPR and First Aid 

Certified. A degree or post-

high school education is pre-

ferred but not required.  Can-

didate must have strong lead-

ership skills, staff manage-

ment skills, and the ability to 

perform an important role of 

ministry to the members of 

Cave Spring UMC Weekday 

School is seeking an experi-

enced professional director to 

oversee their Weekday School 

and Motherõs Day Out Pro-

gram.  The ideal candidate shall 

have a background in Early 

Childhood Education and/or 

experience with the same, and 

the church congregation as 

well as the community.  Sub-

mit resume to:  Cave Spring 

UMC, Staff-Parish Relations 

Comm., 4505 Hazel Dr., 

Roanoke, VA 24018 

Stop Hunger Now Event 

Director of Weekday School 

Paul Bunyan Day Resched-

uled Saturday, March 27th      

A full day of fellowship and 

preparation for spring: bring 

chainsaws, wood-splitters 

and be ready to clear trails 

and haul wood.  This is the 

first of the large group vol-

unteer days of the year.  Paul 

Bunyan day is intended as a 

preparation of Alta Mons for 

spring and the upcoming 

busy season, focused around 

chopping and stacking wood 

and clearing trails.  Individu-

als and large groups can come 

and volunteer time for this 

event.  Lunch provided. 

Camping Season Begins  We 

look forward to the begin-

ning of RV and tent camping 

season.  RV sites with water 

and electric hook-ups will be 

open from April 1st.  Canõt 

wait till then?  Join us for dry 

camping with electric hook-

up only. 

News from Camp Alta Mons 

Sunday Lenten Lunches (every 

Sunday in March)  Come and 

join us for a Lenten Study over 

lunch.  Bring family and friends 

and enjoy great food, fellowship 

and live music.  The Lenten 

lunches run every Sunday in 

March, beginning at 1:00 pm 

and ending at 2:30 pm.  This 

buffet style meal includes soup, 

salad, main course, dessert and 

drinks.  Groups, families and 

individuals are welcome but are 

required to book in advance.             

Paul Bunyan Day  

March 27th  

Providing Space to 

Experience God!  

Stop Hunger Now meals 

feeding earthquake victims.  

Photo courtesy Haiti Out-

reach Ministries. 

Green Up Day 

Saturday, April 24th  
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V The Roanoke District Min-

isters Association will 

meet Monday, March 1, at 

Fieldstone UMC at 9:00 am.  

The topic will be 

ñImmigration Reformò and 

the speaker will be Rev. Bill 

Mefford who serves on the 

UMCôs General Board of 

Church and Society as 

Director of Civil and Human 

Rights. 



Roanoke District UM Women 

òBooster Boxó for Babies 

Early Response Team Training 

On Feb.  4
th

 several folks 

from the Roanoke District 

attended the 17
th

 Annual 

UM Day at General As-

sembly in Richmond.  We 

had 14 persons attend, rep-

resenting eight churches 

on the District.  Many of 

us had the opportunity to 

talk with our Delegate or 

Senator and express our 

concerns and give our sup-

port for the hard work and 

important tasks they were 

performing.  Bishop Kam-

merer spent the day with 

us and sent us off to the 

Capital with words of en-

couragement.  This is an 

event co-sponsored by 

UMW and the Conference 

Board of Church and Soci-

ety.  I hope that many of 

you will plan to attend this 

event next year.   

Our UMWõs Training 

Event at Thrasher Memorial 

UMC had to be cancelled 

twice due to heavy snow fall. 

Printed information and our 

new District Directories will 

be mailed to each unit.  I ask 

that if your unit has any 

questions after reviewing the 

material, please let me know. 

We had planned to collect 

Health Kits for Haiti  at our 

training event.  I know that 

many of our units were 

working hard on these kits.  

If your unit has kits ready, 

you may:  turn them in with 

your churchõs kits;  get the 

kits to me or any of our dis-

trict officers and they can get 

the kits to me; or bring them 

to our next district event  

(Spiritual Life Retreat).  I 

will plan to take the kits to 

the M.E.R.C.I. Warehouse, 

which is part of the UMC in 

Goldsboro, NC, and is a 

clearing house for kits of all 

kinds. 

providing a Christian pres-

ence to the disaster victims as 

soon as public safety officials 

allow.  Flooding, tornadoes, 

hurricanes, and ice storms all 

affect our òneighborsó in the 

mid-Atlantic and southeast 

regions.  Team members 

provide a variety of help; for 

example food distribution, 

childcare, tarping roofs, de-

bris removal, sanitizing 

homes, etc.  Response is re-

gional (within a few hoursõ 

drive) and generally lasts for 

three days plus travel.  Being 

trained does not commit you 

to responding, but allows 

you to respond if you can 

make the time.  To register 

or questions contact Jackie 

Nutter, nutterdj@msn.com 

or call 540-230-8176.  

Blacksburg UMC 

Saturday, March 20 

8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Fee: $25 includes materials, 

morning refreshments, 

lunch 

Trainer: Tom Dickinson, 

VA Conference 

Early response teams re-

spond during the first 

phase of disaster response, 

gift of unconditional love 

from God during a time of 

uncertainty for these young 

families.  The church will be 

collecting baby blankets, 

donations and baby supplies 

until April 30, 2010.   

Mt. Elbert UMC in Riner, 

VA is organizing a local 

mission project called the 

òBooster Boxó.  These are 

boxes filled with baby sup-

plies for teenage mothers 

in the New River Valley, a 

For more information con-

tact Glenda Brouwer at 

gbrouwer@swva.net or 540-

763-2703; or Kathy Mitchem 

at kathyl@vt.edu or 540-626-

7545. 
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Nancy Sasser, District President-

Please mark your calendars for 

our District Spiritual Life Re-

treat, scheduled for Saturday, 

April 17, at Crockett Springs 

UMC and Camp Alta Mons in 

Shawsville.  Registration be-

gins at 9:00 am at the  church 

with lunch at the camp dining 

hall.  Our program will focus 

on òTHE PURPOSEó of 

UMW, with guest speaker 

Addie Haynes, Conference 

UMW President, assisted by 

Louise Miller, Conference 

UMW Vice-President.   Look 

for registration information in 

the next issue of our Newsette. 



required course) will be 

taught by Rev. Mickey 

White, Pastor of Mt. View 

Charge.  The first step in 

becoming a recognized Lay 

Speaker, this required orien-

tation focuses on the three 

primary areas of Lay Speak-

ing: leading, caring and com-

municating. 

Advanced Classes (available 

for certification and recertifi-

cation):  Lay Speakers Dis-

cover Spiritual Gifts  will be 

taught by Rev. Dr. Stan 

The Roanoke District Spring 

Lay Speaking Ministries 

Rally and Training Event 

will be held April 23 and 24 

at Northview UMC.  Regis-

tration fee $25 for Basic 

Class and $30 for Advanced 

Class.  Check payable to 

Roanoke District UMC 

(Memo: Lay Speaking Event) 

Fee includes Saturday break-

fast, lunch, snacks and litera-

ture. 

The Lay Speaking Minis-

tries Basic Course (GBOD 

Thompson, current minis-

ter at Prices Fork and 

Trinity in the Blacksburg 

area; and Lay Speakers 

Interpret to Others Our 

United Methodist Heri-

tage taught by Rev.  Bart 

Weakley, pastor at North-

view UMC.  

Deadline for registration is 

April 21.  You may find 

more information and the 

registration form on the 

district website: 

www.roanokeumc.org 

Lay Speaking Ministries 

Caption describing pic-

ture or graphic. 
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District Events & News: 

 

V Windsor Hills UMC  is hosting 

a six week small group Bible 

study based on the action 

packed yet heartwarming movie 

Fireproof.  The study will run 

from the week of April 12 

through May 21.  For more 

information, call Lisa Gleixner 

at 540-774-8082 or the church 

office at 540-774-4730. 

V Dr. Mickey Efird from Duke 

Divinity School will be leading a 

study on the book of Revelation 

March 19-20 at Cave Spring 

UMC.  He will be at Fincastle 

UMC Sunday morning, March 

21.  For more information or to 

register, call Cave Spring UMC 

at 989-3673. 

V Mt. Elbert UMC invites you to 

the dedication of their new ad-

dition on March 21 at 9:00 am.  

There will be special music and 

Rev. Steve Hundley will speak 

followed by breakfast in the 

fellowship hall.  All are wel-

come! 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  

The father of Rev. Dave Rochford who is recovering from an accident.; Rev. Bob Gar-

ner who is recovering from surgery; and congratulations to Rev. Aaron Fitch who will 

be approved as a Full Member Elder at Annual Conference. 


