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IN THIS ISSUE: 

Dear church leaders, 

Our Virginia Annual Conference will be meeting in just                               

days from now.  We will gather from all around the eighteen                              

districts of the conference, in Norfolk, Virginia for                                    

conferencing.  We always begin the conference with the                           

singing of the great 1749 Charles Wesley hymn “And Are                         

We Yet Alive.” 

I have heard many of you say, both clergy and laity alike, “I don‟t do confer-

ence.”  And for those of you who know me well, I have been known to utter 

such words.  This comes from the large nature of our conference and what 

might be considered the tedium of such a large group of people gathering to 

listen primarily as words are shared and reports are given.  But you need to 

affirm that far more is going on when we gather.  We are affirming that our 

United Methodist DNA is being reinforced and maybe for someone who is 

attending for the first time, the UMC DNA is being encoded for one of the 

first times. 

I ask that you pray for the annual conference session and all we do as we 

gather together.  I also hope that you will join me in remembering the words 

to the great hymn by brother Wesley and in it see the power of our annual 

conference sessions:  “Yet out of all the Lord hath brought us by his love; 

and still he doth his help afford, and hides our life above.” 

And are we yet alive?  Absolutely, for the glory of God! 

Steve Hundley 

HELP US SAVE 

The District office is making an ongoing effort to be good stewards of our resources 

by striving to send the District Newsletter out by email to as many persons as 

possible.  We were sending approximately 1200 letters out by US mail each month 

and so far we have been able to reduce it by about 400 due to the positive response  

from newsletter recipients agreeing to receive their newsletter by email.  If you are 

receiving this newsletter as a hard copy but would like to receive it by email, just 

email Carole Click at cclick@roanokeumc.org and we will be happy to add you to 

the email list.  Thanks to all those who have responded thus far and thanks in 

advance to those of you who will respond! 

The summer hours will be Mon-

day thru Thursday 8:30 am - 4:30 

pm and Friday 8:30 am - noon 

beginning June  5 and ending 

September 4. 
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District Events & News:District Events & News:  

 The Roanoke United Methodist 

Home invites you to a fun filled af-

ternoon on Sunday, June 7, from 

1:00 - 4:00 pm. The League of Roa-

noke Artists will display their various 

art throughout campus.  Old fash-

ioned home made ice cream will be 

available and entertainment will be 

provided by A-Chord which is a duo 

specializing in beautiful music fea-

turing a flutist and a guitarist.  The 

community will be open for tours as 

well.  Please call Lois Larson at 767-

6815 for more information. 

 The Youth Choir from First UMC in 

Oak Ridge, TN, will be performing at 

the Roanoke UM Home Saturday, 

June 13, at 3:30 pm.  This choir is 

comprised of students in grades 7-

12.  They will be traveling through 

on their way to Boston.  For more 

information, please contact Delaine 

Caldwell at 767-6805.  

 The Blue Ridge Dinner Theatre, 

located on the campus of Ferrum 

College, offers entertainment this 

summer that makes a good opportu-

nity for church groups or families.  

Blue Suede Shoes  opens June 16, 

followed by Arsenic and Old Lace on 

June 30, the musical Nunsense 

Jamboree opens July 14, and the 

season concludes with a musical 

adaptation of Alice in Wonderland, 

previewing July 28.  The theatre 

offers both matinee and evening 

performances and each show is 

preceded by a three-course buffet-

style meal in the new Blue Ridge 

Mountain Room located in Franklin 

Hall.  For additional information, call 

the box office at 540-365-4335 or 

email the Blue Ridge Dinner Theatre 

at brdt@ferrum.edu. 

 The Voices of Youth Concert will 

be held Tuesday, July 14, at 7:00 

pm at Raleigh Court UMC. 

 Mays Memorial UMC needs a pian-

ist.  If interested, please call 540-890

-2302. 

 Updating the Roanoke District 

Directory for 2009-2010.  Please let 

the district office know of any 

change or correction that should be 

made in the new directory. 

UPDATE ON THE HANDS OF HOPE MISSION TRIP:UPDATE ON THE HANDS OF HOPE MISSION TRIP:  

Thank you to all the District congregations who provided food and clothing 

for the Youth/Adult Mission Trip to McDowell County WV on April 13-16.  

Our team of four teens and six adults from four congregations traveled to 

Hands of Hope in Iaeger, WV.  We worked with HOH missionaries to sort 

and stock the Hope Chest thrift stores with furniture, food and clothing.  We 

painted bunk beds for the new youth center, worked in the warehouse and 

cleaned the center in Iaeger following remodeling.  Most important we vis-

ited with the people of McDowell County, said to be the 28th poorest county 

in the USA.  One night we served dinner and participated in a new “Ladies‟ 

Night Out” women‟s support group.  We visited the town and country homes 

of families facing the ravages of poverty, violence, early teen pregnancy, 

unemployment and drug addiction.  We thank all who contributed and joined 

us in this important mission.  We expect that District teams and support will 

continue in the year to come.  We encourage you to consider joining a mis-

sion to Hands of Hope in the future.   

- Rev. Liz Mortlock , Pastor of Mt. Pleasant UMC, Roanoke 

GUATEMALA MISSIONARIES VISIT THE ROANOKE DISTRICT:GUATEMALA MISSIONARIES VISIT THE ROANOKE DISTRICT:  

Jim and Diane Thompson, missionaries from Guatemala, joined a District 

gathering of mission team members, friends and families, Sunday, April 19, 

at Northview UMC.  The District has sponsored mission teams to the Boca 

Costa Medical Mission annually since 2005 and a team of 17 will return on 

June 6, 2009. 

Jim and Diane shared their vision and what God has helped them accomplish 

in the small villages of indigenous Mayan Indians since 2003.  Two full time 

medical clinics have been started and other villages have clinics when teams 

visit.  With financial support from churches and team members in the Roa-

noke Valley, water systems have been brought to several villages and other 

construction projects have been completed. 

A Scholarship Program has allowed forty Mayans to further their education.  

Children go to government sponsored schools through the 6th grade but few 

can go further due to the extreme poverty of the families.  The cost for a 

school year beyond the 6th grade is $250.  An offering for the Boca Costa 

Mission was received at the gathering and the Thompsons were given $1,300 

to use for the mission. 

If you would like to help with this mission, please contact the District Office 

(989-3335) or Jean Broyles (366-9065) for details.  The Mission website is 

www.BocaCostaMM.org for those who are interested in learning more 

about the work there. 

WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SUPPORT TO:WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SUPPORT TO:  

The family of Susan Chidester Hill who died on May 10.  Susan was a retired 

diaconal minister and her father, Rev. Ben Chidester, is a retired UM minister. 

The family of Mrs. Jeanne Becker who died on May 12th.  She was the widow 

of Rev. Leonard Becker. 

Rev. Bill St. Clair, retired, who is a patient at Roanoke Carilion Hospital. 

Rev. Debra Lucas, Pastor of Three Oaks Fellowship, who is recovering from 

surgery. 
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RROANOKEOANOKE  DDISTRICTISTRICT    

UUNITEDNITED  MMETHODISTETHODIST  WWOMENOMEN        Nancy Sasser, District President   

If you haven‟t attended a VA Conference School of Christian Mission, it is time to make plans to go this year.  The 

school is offered in a weekend course: July 24-26 or a longer session: July 27-30.  The event is held each year at the 

VA UM Assembly Center, better known as Blackstone. 

This year‟s studies are:  Giving Our Hearts Away: Native American Studies; The Spiritual Growth study: Food and 

Faith; and the Geographic Study: The Beauty and Courage of Sudan.  Classes will be available for children 6-12: 

this will be an intergenerational group that gives adults, parents, grandparents or guardians an opportunity to join 

with their child, and do a class together.  There is a Youth Study that includes a hands-on mission project, and for 

everyone else, Men and Women, you have your choice of studies. 

Continuing Education credits are available for clergy and 10 hours of training toward advanced certification for lay 

speakers is also offered.  Just be sure to sign-up after you arrive at the event.  Registration Deadline for the school is 

July 10, 2009. 

Scholarship funds are available for first time attendees.  Information is available on the registration brochure which  

you can find on the following website: www.vaumw.org.  Textbooks can be purchased in advance from the Mission 

Resource Center.  Additional resources, March 2009 issue of Response magazine focuses on the Food and Faith 

study.  The April 2009 Response and May/June issue of New World Outlook focus on the Beauty of Sudan study. 

Please take the time to look at this great opportunity.  Do it for yourself, your unit and your church. 

2009 VA ANNUAL CONFERENCE OFFERING2009 VA ANNUAL CONFERENCE OFFERING  

The 2009 session of the Virginia Annual Conference will 

be held June 14-17 at the Scope in Norfolk, Virginia. 

Each year members of local churches are encouraged to 

help raise money for global mission projects designated 

by the bishop.  The pastor or lay representative of each 

church will take that money to Annual Conference where 

it will be collected during a special time of the session. 

This year‟s offering goal is $300,000 and will benefit the 

following projects:   

Brazil: $100,000 - The Shade and Fresh Water Project is 

a national network of centers developed by the Brazil 

UMC to keep children off the streets and away from 

gangs and drugs. 

Mozambique: $100,000 - The UM Theological Semi-

nary at Cambine Mission trains future clergy and laity 

leaders to serve the needs of hundreds of new UM 

churches being established throughout this southeastern 

African nation. 

Virginia: $100,000 - Pathways Ministries works to re-

build and strengthen the city of Petersburg and surround-

ing counties by rehabilitating older homes, building new 

affordable single family homes, providing free medical 

and dental clinics, and providing at-risk youths with edu-

cation and training for the work force by involving them 

in a productive role rebuilding their communities. 

CONGRATULATIONS ON STEWARDSHIPCONGRATULATIONS ON STEWARDSHIP  

The following churches have paid 100% in District 

and/or Conference apportionments in full for the year 

2009: 

Calvary (Christiansburg) - District and Conference 

Crockett Springs - District 

Mount Elbert - District 

PASTORS & SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERSPASTORS & SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS  

Where does the concept of hell come from? 

Which bible character(s) had pets? 

What do Bishops do? 

Find these answers and about  8,400 others in the New 

Interpretersô Dictionary of the Bible; Five Volume 

Set  SAVE 30% (Billed when shipped).  Ideal for 

church libraries!!!  Place your subscription order now.  

Vol. 1-4 will ship now.  Vol. 5 ships in July „09.  

Regular price $400.  Now $280.  BONUS!  Order the 

full set by July 31 and get a FREE CD-ROM of the 

entire 5 Vol. Set.    The New Interpreter‟s (NIB) is a 

name you can trust..900 scholars from 40 countries!  

Read testimonials at www.newinterpreters.com.  This 

resource will become a trusted companion for preach-

ers, teachers and students.  Contact Darlene Caldwell, 

Cokesbury Consultant, at 1-888-218-4490 or  

dacaldwell@cokesbury.com. 



Page 4                                   June 2009 

Roanoke District Office                                      

Virginia Conference                                                            

The United Methodist Church                           

4502 Starkey Road, SW, Suite 101                    

Roanoke, VA   24018                                             

Charlene Payne Kammerer, Area Bishop          

Stephen C. Hundley, District Superintendent      

Carole Click, Office Manager                             

Fran Burgess, Office Assistant 

Phone: (540) 989-3335                                      

Fax:  (540) 989-0672                                               

E-mail: shundley@roanokeumc.org                                                                                                    

cclick@roanokeumc.org                                    

fburgess@roanokeumc.org 

Weõre on the web at:                         

www.roanokeumc.org 

The DEADLINE  for the NEXT ISSUE is the 

15th of the month 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT              

ORGANIZATION       

U.S. POSTAGE           

PAID                        

ROANOKE, VA          

PERMIT #316     

HELP US SAVE !! 

Would you like to help us save on paper and postage?  

You may receive the District Newsletter by email!  Just 

email Carole Click at cclick@roanokeumc.org and tell 

her you would like to receive the newsletter via email. 

LAY SPEAKING  WEEKENDLAY SPEAKING  WEEKEND  

Following is a list of participants at the Lay Speaking Week-

end held at St. Paul UMC, Christiansburg, April 24 & 25th: 

Basic CourseðLed by Rev. Bart Weakley 

Peter Lima—Belview UM 

Becky Wheeler—Belview UM 

Advanced Course Lay Speakers Grow Through Daily Disci-

plineðLed by Rev. Stan Thompson 

Amy Price—St. Paul UMC, Christiansburg 

Elizabeth Gapp—Parrish Chapel UMC 

Robert Epling—Newport-Mt. Olivet UMC 

Lay Speakers Tell StoriesðLed by Jeannette Clavez 

Wanda Price—Blacksburg UMC 

Robin Claris—Thrasher Memorial UMC 

Jerry Huff—Ebenezer UMC, Troutville 

Mickey Apgar—Lafayette UMC 

Douglas Martin—Newport-Mt. Olivet UMC 

Aaron Fitch—Belview UMC 

You Can Lead in WorshipðLed by Rev. Tina Cox 

Helen Pauley—Trinity UMC, Prices Fork 

Bob Noel—White Memorial UMC 

Martha Flora—Gogginsville UMC/Rocky Mt 

James Hamilton—Asbury UMC 

Nathan Snidow—Mt. Lebanon UMC 

Hank Ingram—Blacksburg UMC 

CHILDRENõS MINISTRYCHILDRENõS MINISTRY  

There will be a District wide mission event for chil-

dren, “Trek Mission Adventure” sponsored by the 

Society of St. Andrew, on Wednesday, July 29th, at 

a farm in Bedford.  Carpools/church transportation 

will meet at Bonsack UMC at 8:15 am and travel to 

the farm.  Activities will begin at 9:00 am at the 

picnic pavilion.  Then at 10:30 we will glean for an 

hour and then have lunch at the picnic pavilion.  

Departure back to Bonsack will be 12:15/12:30 pm.  

Churches can drive directly to the farm without 

meeting at Bonsack.  If interested, please contact 

Susan Wagner at 977-4212 or email her at 

susan@bonsackumc.org. 

A group from the District will be attending FO-

CUS, the General Conference Children‟s Ministry 

Event, to be held July 21 - 24 in Indianapolis. Con-

tact Susan for more information. 

The next District Children‟s Ministry Fellowship 

meeting will be held in the fall.  We try to alternate 

night and day meetings so everyone can attend at 

least once a year.  Look for more information in the 

near future.  If you need help with any aspect of 

your Children‟s Ministry, please contact Susan. 


