JULY 2009

Dear leaders,

In 1997, Steve Price was appointed to a new church start in
Florida. In three years the church became self sufficient and
showed strong leadership in stewardship — giving. Here is
an excerpt from an article he wrote about the giving in
Harvest United Methodist Church:

From Growing Generous Givers: One Congregation’s Story
by Steve Price

“What lies behind this story of generous and faithful giving? I would suggest
several contributing factors:

Ongoing preaching and teaching that encourages people to operate out of
a theology of God’s abundance rather than scarcity

Acknowledging financial stewardship as a vital part of every person’s
faith response to that abundance

A consistent appeal to the church's vision for ministry

Regular communication from the pastors (including quarterly letters
along with giving statements) about how giving is making a difference in
the church, the community, and the world

A willingness to talk openly about giving, including the sharing of our
own commitments and the testimonies of others as examples and encour-
agement for the congregation”

And now from me, NEVER be embarrassed to ask people to give to the
cause of Christ for the transformation of the world!

Peace to you for a safe summer-

Steve Hundley

WELCOMING LUNCHEON FOR NEW PASTORS

Each July for over forty years, one of the highlights of our clergy family is the
July Welcome Luncheon hosted by the Oakey family. All clergy (active, re-
tired, extension appointments and diaconals) and their spouses, the new clergy
on the district and their spouses, lay supply pastors and their spouses, widows
of our deceased clergy and other invited guests are guests at a buffet luncheon
at Natural Bridge Hotel. This year the luncheon will be on Thursday, July
16th, at 12:30 p.m.

Offered each year is a tour of the National Bridge following the luncheon for
those who would like to take advantage of this tour.

This is a special time of fellowship for everyone and we are thankful to the
Oakey family for making this occasion possible each year for our clergy

families.
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CONEERENCE KITS UPDATE

During Tuesday’s dedication of
the kits, Jack Davis reported to
the Annual Conference that the
numbers this year are:

e 1,802 birthing kits

e 2,009 baby/layette kits

e 16,193 school kits

e 15,633 health kits

e 2,356 sewing kits

o 88 flood buckets

e Total of 38,070 kits
Monetary donations equaled
$76,804. Also, 9,800 pounds of
food have been donated for this
year’s food drive.

The Conference Offering totaled
more than $200,000 Tuesday.
That total will climb as additional
funds are added.
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District Events & News:

v’ Spaces are still available at Camp
Alta Mons for summer camp. A new
Jr. High Adventure Canoeing Camp
July 12-17 has been added. Also
the pool is open to the public until
Labor Day, Saturdays: 10:00 am -
5:30 pm and Sundays: 1:00 pm -
6:00 pm. It can also be rented for
private parties at other times. The
pool is also available for Baptisms
and swimming lessons. For more
information call the camp office at
540-268-2409 or go to their website

at: www.altamons.org

v The Voices of Youth Concert will
be held Tuesday, July 14, at 7:00
pm at Raleigh Court UMC.

v The New World Generation Youth
Choir from Hendersonville FUMC in
Hendersonville, TN, will be present-
ing an original musical on July 17th
at 7:00 pm at Camp Alta Mons -
Pavilion 3. The choir will be pre-
senting an original musical sharing
God’s love. There is no charge for
their performance.

v’ Central UMC is seeking an individ-
ual with creative music abilities for
the position of Director of Music (8-
10 hrs/wk). Interview process is to
begin in July with expected place-
ment in September. Please send
resume to the church office at 428
College Ave., Salem, VA 24153.
Applications will be reviewed as they
arrive and the search will remain
open until the position has been
filled. For more information, call 389
-2933.

v’ For information on the VA Advocate
go to their website at:
http://www.vaumc.org/repository/
UMCom/AdvSubsFormFlyer08.pdf

v’ Training Date Set for All Youth
Leaders (paid, non-paid, volunteer -
anyone that works with youth), Sat-
urday, August 29, at St. Marks UMC
in Daleville. This event is FREE!
Please note this event is the training
that is offered by the Roanoke Dis-
trict and there will not be a youth
training at the regular district training
event this winter. Please watch for
more details in the near future.

YOUTH NEWS

District Youth Event Dates Set for the Fall: The district youth council
has set dates for the fall 2009 events. Please mark on your calendar and
plan to bring your youth groups on the following days: Sunday, Sept. 27,
FALL RALLY 4:30 - 7:30 pm at Thrasher UMC and Sunday, Nov. 1,
Benefit Concert for Youth Service Fund. The dates for the spring semester
will be announced after VUMDLYA in early August.

District Youth Council to Head to VUMDYLA: The district council
will soon head to VUMDYLA to plan the 2009-2010 year. Every church
on the Roanoke District is allowed representation on the council. If any
youth leader and youth from a church would like to attend VUMDYLA,
please contact Tim Craft at craftytim@msn.com or 540-819-9386.

District Youth to Attempt to Feed 50,000 People at Fall Rally: The
Roanoke district youth helped feed over 15,000 people at their spring re-
treat this past April. They worked with the Tri-District Retreat and STOP
HUNGER NOW and assembled over 15,000 meals that will go and feed
the hungry. This event was so successful, that the council has decided to
see if they can feed even more people. Our goal is to assemble 50,000
meals - which will be a huge undertaking. It costs $.25 to assemble each
meal. In order to meet this lofty goal, we will need to raise $12,500!! That
is roughly $200 per church on the Roanoke district. OUR CHALLENGE
to the churches on the district and the youth groups on the district is to
have every church strive to raise $200 per church OR MORE if you can.
What a remarkable witness this would be if we could accomplish this act of
service. Our goal is to raise this by September 27th—and then for the
youth fall rally—all youth groups will gather at Thrasher UMC and assem-
ble all 50,000 meals—which will feed 50,000 people! Youth leaders, we
encourage you to put this on your calendar now and get your youth groups
out for this awesome event. Get your churches behind this chance to feed

50,000 people in a matter of a couple of hours!

In addition to the new appointed clergy on the district, we welcome Rev.
Don Edwards, a Church and Community worker from the General Board
of Global Ministries. Rev. Edwards will be the Director of Shalom Zone:
Grace Ministries, a new project of the Roanoke District Board of Mis-
sions. The office startup will be in West End UMC in Roanoke.

DISTRICT BOOK CLUB

For all book lovers and perpetual learners, clergy and lay, we have a Dis-
trict Book Club. We meet five times a year and study books that teach us
about God, ourselves, and the church. We meet at the Roanoke UM Home
on a Tuesday near the end of Sept., Nov., Jan., March and May. The Dis-
trict newsletter and email will have the date, time, and book title, if you are
interested. Our next meeting will be Sept. 22 and the book will be God'’s
Secretaries—The Making of the King James Bible by Adam Nicolson. For
more information, please call Becky Hundley at 904-2960.
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ROANOKE DISTRICT
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  Nancy Sasser, District President

It is hard to believe we are already at mid-year and as I write this, we are preparing to attend Virginia Annual Con-
ference in Norfolk. On June 6™ I had the pleasure to attend United Methodist Women’s Day at Ferrum College.
This was the 19" year of celebration of the connection between UMW and the college. United Methodist Women
were there in the beginning, pushing for the establishment of a college in this area. I was pleased to see many of you
in attendance. I saw folks from the following churches: Bethel, Calvary-Christiansburg, First-Salem, Haven’s
Chapel, Raleigh Court, St.Paul-Christiansburg, St.Paul-Roanoke, Thrasher Memorial, Windsor Hills and I repre-
sented Newport-Mt.Olivet. If you were there and I missed naming your church, let me know. The chapel gathering
was delightful, the play, “Wedding Belles”, was very funny and the food and fellowship were wonderful.

United Methodist Women

Roanoke District

I recently received a nice Thank-you note to share with you from Sarah Hundley. She was very grateful for the op-
portunity to have the Bake Sale at our District Spiritual Life Retreat to support her Voices of Youth Trip. She men-
tioned that Voices of Youth will have a concert in Roanoke on July 14™ at 7:00 pm at Raleigh Court UMC. I

hope many of you can attend and show your support.

Since we have reached our mid-year point, has your unit sent in your Administration & Membership Develop-
ment (A&MD) funds to the District Treasurer?
printing & postage costs for the Newsette and officer reimbursement for mileage, etc. These funds are above and
beyond your Pledges and other Mission Project giving. Thanks for your continued support.

We ask for $ 3.00 per member to finance our program expenses,

I continue to receive invitations to visit your units. I look forward to visiting with your unit very soon. Please give
me or one of our other district officers a call anytime if we can be of assistance.

WELCOME, NEW CLERGY
CHURCH/CHARGE NEW PASTOR COMES FROM CURRENT PASTOR GOES TO
Asbury Nathaniel E. Spencer | Leave of Absence Lyle E. Morton Woodlawn
Alexandria District Alexandria District
Fairview Donald W. Baldwin Thrasher Memorial Cheryl Harrison- Central (Hampton)
Roanoke District Davidson Peninsula District
Lafayette Elwood Carwile Locust Grove Benjamin F. Lockhart | Locust Grove

Roanoke District

Roanoke District

Locust Grove

Benjamin F. Lockhart

Lafayette
Roanoke District

Elwood E. Carwile

Lafayette
Roanoke District

Pembroke Charge

Robert D. Lough

Candler Seminary

William A. Greer

New Hope-Southall

Ashland District Memorial Charge
Farmville District

St. Paul, Christiansburg No Appointment Brian D. Siegle New Hope
(Associate) Rappahannock District
South Roanoke L. Stanley Wright, Jr. | First (Hampton) William G. Davidson | Warwick Memorial

Peninsula District Peninsula District
Southview James H. Hundley Main St. (Bedford) Lesley E. Trail Main St. (Bedford)

Lynchburg District Lynchburg District
Thrasher Memorial David F. Vaughan Duke Divinity School [|Donald W. Baldwin Fairview

Staunton District Roanoke District
Three Oaks Fellowship Warren R. Carswell Callaghan Charge Debra R. Lucas Saint Peters

Staunton District Ashland District
Wesley Foundation Bret-Ashton Gresham | Asbury Associate L. Glenn Tyndall Retiring

VPI & SU

Harrisonburg District
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UNITED METHODIST FAMILY SERVICES

What is UMFS and what can it do for you? This di-
verse agency serves the needs of children in your com-
munity, and you can be a part of it. There are children
in your community that are constantly in need of your
support. We are often charged with the giving of our
prayers, presence, gifts, and service. We would ask
that you prayerfully consider the ways in which you
open your heart to all of these forms of giving. Are
you a newly developed empty nester looking for a way
to serve the needs of young people? Are you a retired
grandparent who has seen it all? Or are you a newly-
wed couple looking for that something extra to fill out
your commitment to serving the community? If any of
these profiles sound like you, or if you feel a call to
serve your community in a new and deepened way, we
urge you to investigate the opportunities to serve with
UMFS. We are in need of people to act as foster par-
ents in your area. With thorough training and the sup-
port of social workers, you will be supported through-
out this process. Please check our website at
www.umfs.org to learn more.

Roanoke District Office
Virginia Conference
The United Methodist Church
4502 Starkey Road, SW, Suite 101
Roanoke, VA 24018

Charlene Payne Kammerer, Area Bishop
Stephen C. Hundley, District Superintendent
Carole Click, Office Manager
Fran Burgess, Office Assistant

Phone: (540) 989-3335
Fax: (540) 989-0672
E-mail: shundley(@roanokeumc.org
cclick@roanokeumc.org

fburgess(@roanokeumc.org

We’' re on the wleb

www.roanokeumc.org

The DEADLINE for the NEXT ISSUE is the
15th of the month

CHI LDREN’' S MI NI

Save the Date! There will be a District wide “Mission
Event” for children on Wednesday, July 29th. We will be
doing the “Trek Mission Adventure” sponsored by the
Society of St. Andrew. The time and the place will be
decided in the next week or so, but save the date for now.
If you think your church is interested, contact Susan Wag-
ner to get on the list to get the finalized information. Her
contact information is in the next paragraph.

FOCUS, the General Conference Children’s Ministry
Event will be July 21st-24th in Indianapolis. There is a
group going from this district. If you would like to attend,
contact Susan Wagner at 977-4212 or e-mail her at
susan@bonsackumc.org.

Our next District Children’s Ministry Fellowship meeting
will be some time in the fall. We try to alternate night and
day meetings so everyone can attend at least once a year.
Look for information concerning this in the near future.

STRY

Please remember Mrs. Shelby McAden who is recovering
from surgery. Shelby is a retired Diaconal Minister and
the wife of Rev. Bob McAden.

Our sympathies are extended to the family of Rev. Bill St.
Clair who died on May 22. Bill was a retired clergy in
the VA Conference.

Our sympathies are extended to Warner & Bev Bonder-
man on the death of his sister. Warner is the Roanoke
District Lay Leader.

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
ROANOKE, VA
PERMIT #316

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

at :


mailto:susan@bonsackumc.org

