
Dear church leaders, 

Summer is deceptive.  Yester-

day was the first day of sum-

mer for us, the longest day of 

the year.  The deceptive part 

comes because most of us 

have been acting like it is sum-

mer for weeks now.  90 degree 

temperatures will do that to us.  

My college daughter, Sarah, 

came home for òthe summeró 

from her college the last day of 

April so summer starts early 

for many of us.  I am old 

school enough to think of 

summer as ending in Septem-

ber.  After all, it is still hot dur-

ing the month of September.  

But the truth is, with all of the 

school system start dates in late 

August and the activities that 

begin prior to the start of 

school, we actually have to be-

gin the routine of fall in August, 

mid August for some of us. 

But, church leaders, do not be 

deceived.  I know many of you 

will be involved in summer 

mission opportunities and vaca-

tion bible schools.  But the de-

ception is that the kingdom 

building takes a òbreakó for the 

summer.  

Just as sum-

mer is de-

ceiving in its 

duration, 

kingdom building never 

takes a break.  Remember 

your giving during the summer 

and look for those òto whom 

love is a strangeró that in you, 

they will find a generous 

friend, even if it is during a 

deceptive and hot summer! 

Peace to you, 

Steve Hundley 

From Our District Superintendent 

Several reports offered Tues-

day at Annual Conference gave 

tallies of contributions:  More 

than two tractor-trailers and 

part of a third were filled with 

43,443 kits (25,137 health kits; 

10,155 school kits; 4,856 birth-

ing kits; 1,154 sewing kits; 

1,734 layette kits; and 30 flood 

buckets).  Along with cash 

donations of $73,523, the ap-

proximate total value is more 

than $600,000.  The collection of 

the conference offering was 

taken during morning worship; 

the amount announced before 

the Tuesday dinner break was 

$280,500.  Total giving by the 

conference to relief efforts in 

Haiti is up to $1.6 million in the 

latest total from the General 

Board of Global Ministry, it was 

announced by Una Jones of 

The Advance.  And the total 

number of meals packed on 

Monday and Tuesday for 

Stop Hunger Now was 

102,000.  Also received was 

6,891 pounds of food in the 

4 Cans 4 Conference bins, 

plus an additional $250 for 

the South Eastern VA Food 

Bank! 

Conference is Generous! 
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ROANOKE BACK IN!  
Annual Conference is to be 

held in Roanoke in 2011 and 

2012.  By previous action at 

Annual Conference, it was 

scheduled in Hampton for 

2013 thru 2016.   The Rev. 

Steve Hundley, Roanoke Dis-

trict Superintendent, made an 

impassioned plea for the òStar 

Cityó.  His subsequent mo-

tion to hold two more annual 

conferences in Roanoke was 

approved for 2015 and 2016. 

The Voices of  Youth 2010 
Celebrating 25 Years of Awakening the United Methodist Church to mission 

the Voices of Youth will be performing on Sunday, July 4, at 10:30 am at Field-

stone UMC, and Wednesday, July 7, at 7:00 pm at Bonsack UMC.  Letõs all get 

out to support our youth! 



4th of July (event on Saturday, 

July 3rd)  Alta Mons celebrates 

Independence Day with pool 

games and a cook-out in shelter 2.  

All welcome. 

Summer Camp (July 4-9, July 11-

16, July 18-23, July 25-30)  Call the 

office to get information for your 

church/youth group/childrenõs 

group at 540-268-2409. 

College Prep Event òBeing 

wHoly prepared for Col-

legeó (August 5-7)  This 48 hour 

event is open for incoming college 

freshmen and incoming high 

school seniors and builds upon 

the advice of university academ-

ics and chaplains.  It focuses on 

managing your resources to 

accomplish your goals through 

faith.  Students will learn com-

mon mistakes made by college 

students, and learn social, cook-

ing, spiritual and academic skills 

needed to be a successful Chris-

tian college student in public 

and private universities.  Ses-

sions will highlight setting 

healthy and real-

istic goals for the 

incoming college student and 

sessions on what to look for in 

making the right college deci-

sion for high school seniors. 

Volunteer Needs:  Alta Mons 

is looking for a number of vol-

unteers to help with mowing 

the grounds, preferably once a 

month.  Call the office at 540-

268-2409 if you are able to as-

sist. 

News from Camp Alta Mons 

from Annual Conference, in-

cluding about 30 youth, were 

on hand to tackle the project. 

Within two hours, the volun-

teers had re-bagged the pota-

toes into 10-pound mesh bags, 

then loaded them into the vehi-

cles of 18 regional feeding 

agencies that are giving them 

to hungry families.  

ñThe Potato Drop is a blessed 

gathering of community to 

serve one of the most funda-

mental needs of our brothers 

and sisters,ò said Adam Kel-

chner, student pastor at Bel-

mont UMC in Nashville.  

The youth from Byrd 

Chapel UMC, Charlottes-

ville District, left their 

church at 12:30 a.m. to ar-

rive at Ghent by 4:30 to be 

ready to bag potatoes. As a 

reward for their hard work, 

the nine youth spent the rest 

of the day at Water Coun-

try,USA.  

42,000 Pounds of  Potatoes Bagged! 
 At 4:30 Tuesday morn-

ing, Skeeter Ramey began 

unloading a tractor-trailer 

filled with 840 fifty-

pound bags of white pota-

toes. Using a forklift, the 

shrink-wrapped pallets 

were placed onto the park-

ing lot of Ghent UMC to 

await their distribution to 

the hungry throughout the 

Tidewater area.  

By 5:30 a.m., an es-

timated 130 volunteers 
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Notes from a Camper: 

Every summer from the age of 5-13, 

I went to Camp Alta Mons for a 

week, and every week I went was the 

best week of the summer for me.  

Every summer I would do archery, 

canoeing, hiking, and all the things 

that you would expect from a summer 

camp.  But the one thing that sepa-

rates Alta Mons from other camps is 

the emphasis it puts on team-building 

in a Christ-centered environment.  

The people you spend that week with 

become great friends, some of which I 

still keep up with today.  Other 

camps allow you to get to know 

others and spend time with them, but 

getting to make friends, who share 

your beliefs in a place that is all 

about God creates a bond that is 

unseen in other camps.  Alta Mons 

offered experiences like the ropes 

courses, canoeing on the New River, 

the waterfall, and the òDeath 

Hikeó, that I couldnõt get anywhere 

else.  But Alta Mons offered one 

thing that is easily the most impor-

tant event in my life.  I remember the 

night that I was reborn and accepted 

Christ one summer.  I remember the 

impact it made and how my life was 

forever  changed.  And I guarantee 

thatõs something you wonõt get any-

where else.  I fully recommend that 

you support Alta Mons in anyway 

you can, by  going to camp, sending 

someone else to camp, by volunteering, 

donating, and just by praying.  I 

hope that Alta Mons is or will be as 

special to you one day as it is to me.  

 -Taylor Early 

Support for All Godõs Children Camp 
This summer children of incar-

cerated mothers will come to-

gether for a week-long adventure 

at camp where they will swim, 

fish, hike, sing, roast marshmal-

lows, learn how much God loves 

and cares about them, and dis-

cover that they are not the only 

ones with an incarcerated 

mother.  The 2010 camp dates 

are: 

¶ August 1-6 at Camp High-

road in Middleburg 

¶ August 15-20 at Westview 

on the James in Goochland 

¶ August 15-20 at Occohan-

nock on the Bay in Belle 

Haven 

Prayerfully consider how you can 

help by:  Mentoring, Supplies, 

Prayer and/or Financial Contri-

butions. 

For more information, visit the 

web site at www.vaumc.org/agcc 

or contact Casey Torrence, Di-

rector of All Godõs Children 

Camp at 1-800-768-6040 or 804-

521-1100 ext. 138 or email           

<caseytorrence@vaumc.org> 

POTATO PARTY: About 130 vol-

unteers showed up in the early hours 

for the annual ôPotato Drop.õ  

The Boy Scouts of America have named Nothing But Nets as its first International òGood 
Turnó project and special mission project for this yearõs National Jamboree, which will be held within 

the VA Conference at Fort A.P. Hill July 26-August 4.  Because of this, the United Methodist-

sponsored project will get its own special service patch during the jamboree.  The patch will feature a 

fierce mosquito and the United Methodist cross and flame logo.  For $10 Nothing But Nets can send 

a net to a family that will protect them for years, and 100 percent of money raised goes to buying nets 

and educating families.  For details call (804) 356-6075. 



Roanoke District UMW  

Please Note:  The article I sub-

mitted in the June 2010, District 

Newsletter was actually written in 

June of 2009.  I guess no one read it 

any better than I did to notice the 

dates and classes for School of Mis-

sion were all wrong.  Sorry for these 

mental errors.        N.T. Sasser 

The UMW National Assembly 

2010 in St. Louis, MO was a 

fantastic experience that I 

shared with 7,000 women from 

across our country and from 

around the world.  I had the 

privilege to travel with Louise 

Miller, an adventure in itself, 

but we also had Becky Day 

from Northview UMC and Dot 

Briggs from West End UMC to 

attend from the Roanoke Dis-

trict.  Becky and Dot traveled 

by bus with the group from 

across the Virginia Conference. 

I took part in the Ubuntu Day 

of Service, with around 700 

women.  We were sent all over 

the St. Louis area to work on 

service projects.  All types of 

skills were needed and hard 

work was very evident.  The  

Womenõs Division had done 

their homework and had every-

thing well organized. 

The Assembly officially started 

on Friday evening with music 

from many countries, speakers 

and communion.  It was very 

inspiring and such an awesome 

feeling to share the Lordõs sup-

per with all those women.  

We were blessed with many 

talented performances of mu-

sic and dance, spirit filled 

speakers that challenged us to 

do more and share the gospel 

whereever we were stationed in 

life.  Saturday night we experi-

enced a concert with three 

talented women: Lila Downs 

of Mexico; Sheri Carr, a young 

contemporary Christian music 

writer and performer; and the 

Grammy Award winning Gos-

pel singer, CeCe Winans.  It 

was a most wonderful experi-

ence. 

Sunday morning worship was 

lead by Rev. Anita Phillips, a 

member of the Cherokee Na-

tion of Oklahoma.  She is an 

ordained elder in the Oklahoma 

Indian Missionary Conference.  

She was a wonderful story teller 

and  very inspiring and challeng-

ing in her words of wisdom to 

the Assembly. 

Please remember to make plans 

to attend this yearõs School of 

Christian Mission at VUMAC in 

Blackstone, VA.   This is NOT 

just for United Methodist 

Women.  It is a joint venture 

sponsored by UMW and Board 

of Global Ministries.  Men, 

Women, Children and Youth can 

all be involved in the studies 

which are:  For the Love of God: 

Johnõs Letters;  The Beauty & Cour-

age of Sudan: Why a dream of peace is 

possible;  and Joy to the World: Mis-

sion and Evangelism (Steve 

Hundley will be teaching this 

one).  You can find registration 

information on the web at 

www.vaumc.org.  Classes are July 

22 - 25 and July 26 ð 29.   Regis-

tration deadline is July 10th.  I 

hope many of you will attend.   
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Nancy Sasser, District President 

District Events & News: 
 

V The District would like to rec-

ognize the following 

churches/persons  who have 

contributed to the Community 

Outreach Program van so far:  

Park UMC (Christiansburg 

Charge); Calvary UMC 

(Calvary-Hallôs Charge); Win-

dsor Hills UMC; Locust Grove 

UMC; Huffville UMC Sunday 

school class; Rev. Jeff Wilson;  

Rev. Elizabeth Mortlock; Com-

munity Outreach; South Roa-

noke; Rev. Ronald Morris; 

Fieldstone UMC; Frank and 

Mary Alice Hancock; Thrasher 

Memorial UMC; Crockett 

Springs UMC; First UMC, Sa-

lem; Park UMC, Christiansburg; 

St. Markôs UMC, Bonsack UMC  

and Central UMC in honor of 

David Mucha and his ministry. 

V Parrish Chapel and Mays 

Memorial UMC  are asking for 

help with their Prayer Bead 

Mission.  They supply the Blue 

Ridge Cancer Center and the 

Roanald McDonald House with 

prayer beads and have made 

over 1000 bead chains in the 

past 5 months.  They are ask-

ing for anyone who has beads 

or old necklaces and bracelets 

to donate their beads to their 

mission.  You can contact Jan 

Markham at 890-1498 or email 

her at markj60@msn.com for 

more information. 

V Welcoming  Luncheon for 

New Pastors will be held Mon-

day, July 19th, at 12:30 pm at 

the Natural Bridge Hotel.  We 

are very thankful to the Oakey 

family for hosting this special 

time for over forty years for our 

clergy families! 

Remember in Your Prayers: 
Deb Keeney, Administrative Director of the Community Outreach Program, who is re-

covering from surgery. 

Congratulations To: 
¶ Rev. Aaron Fitch who was ordained an Elder at Annual Conference. 

¶ Rev. Rob Lough who is now a Provisional Elder  

¶ N. L. Bishop, a former Roanoke District Lay Leader, has just been selected as the new presi-

dent to lead Jefferson College of Health Sciences. 

Reduction in Districts 
Members of the Annual Conference approved by a surprisingly wide margin the reduction of dis-

tricts from 18 to 16.  The decrease will happen following the 2011 Annual Conference after a proc-

ess, led by the Bishop, determines new boundary lines. 

http://www.vaumc.org/


Roanoke District Office 

Virginia Conference 

The United Methodist Church 

4502 Starkey Rd., SW, Suite 101 

Roanoke, VA  24018 
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Warner Bonderman,  
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Welcome, New Clergy 
CHURCH/CHARGE  NEW PASTOR COMES FROM CURRENT PASTOR GOES TO 

Belview Stanley A. Thompson Priceõs Fork Charge Aaron Fitch Relief/Hites, Winchester 

Central Kristin M. Holbrook Calvary, Staunton David R. Mucha Retirement 

Park, Christiansburg J. Michael Sanborn Ebenezer, Roanoke Kenneth D. Farrar Mt. Tabor, Roanoke 

Ebenezer Lowell P. Stovall Retired J. Michael Sanborn Park, Christiansburg 

First, Salem Stephen G. Bray Fairfax, Alexandria  D. Michael Houff Staunton DS 

Huntington Court Jeffrey D. Wilson Southview, Roanoke Russell M. Cheatham Memorial, Farmville 

Mt. Elbert Charles W. DeHart Retired Donna Sharp Retirement 

Mt. Tabor Kenneth D. Farrar Park, Christiansburg Donna Sharp Retirement 

Prices Fork/Trinity Debra C. Copeland W. Augusta, Staunton Stanley A. Thompson Belview, Roanoke 

Rockingham Court Craig C. Newman Fairview, Lynchburg Michael S. B. Robbins Greenville, Petersburg 

Southview Larry J. Edmonds Chestnut Memorial, 

Peninsula District 

Stephen W. Burgess Retired 

St. Paul, Christiansburg Michael D. Copeland Trinity, Staunton David Goodpasture Thalia, Norfolk 

St. Paul, Roanoke Thomas N. Wilson Smith Mt., Lynchburg Gina Rochelle Washington St., Petersburg 

Other Appointments from Roanoke District: 
Jennifer D. Coffey to Centreville UMC Associate, Arlington District 

Jannette Clavez to Colonial Avenue UMC, Norfolk District 

Bryan Oldham, Extension Ministry appointment to Roanoke Rescue Mission as a Recovery Coach 


