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Dear leaders of this great church,

Yes, I admit it — I Googled! It is habit forming I know,
but I just can’t stop myself. I wanted to know what
would come up if I typed in “start off the new year
right.” I got lots of interesting stuff, some suggestions
that belong nowhere and others that were great for e
businesses or trainers. Then I ran across this from what looked like a
meditation from tribe.net. I had trouble finding the source but I loved
the content.

“The past is history, so let it go. The future is a mystery, so let it come.
The present is a gift — be truly in the present today and release all your
fears (based on the past) and your worries (imagined futures) — this is
the work of someone who truly wants to awaken, and break free from
the anchors and burdens of dead yesterdays and speculative tomor-
rows. Be here now they say, easier said than done, I hear you say. But
no one can stop us, except for ourselves. There is only now — every-
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thing else is avoidance.

Isn’t that great! Can we live as church leaders who model the behavior
of being truly present in the 2009 year ready for all God calls us to be
and to do? I pray that we will. This is the way to start off the New
Year right and have a happy God-blessed new year!

Peace,

Steve Hundley

Roanoke District Leadership Training Event

The Roanoke District Leadership Training Event will be held Saturday, Jan.
10, 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at First UMC in Salem. This workshop is for
both clergy and laity and is also for both new leaders and veteran leaders.
Cokesbury will have a book display open throughout the morning. Childcare
will be available for this event. Please register by phone, fax, e-mail or mail
by January 5, 2009. For more information, call or email: Debbie Brown
(540) 344-6225 or DebbieB@gmumc.org. Brochures are available online at
www.roanokeumc.org.
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District Events & News:

v District Ministers’ Association
will meet Sat., Feb. 7, at 9:00 a.m.
at Hispanos Unidos at Huntington
Court UMC. The speaker will be
Melissa Hayes-Smith, Director of
the Pastoral Counseling Center of
the Roanoke Valley. The topic will
be AChil dren, Yol

v’ The United Methodist Youth  will
have a 7 @O&®oRehl.d e
at the Firehouse Skate in Vinton.
You think you have better moves
than John Travolta? Then prove it!
Come on out for a Sunday evening
of some disco fun while we skate
the night away. Coming dressed in
your favorite disco clothes is a
must!

v’ Locust Grove UMC has 28 choir
robes in good condition to offer to a
local church. The robes are cream
with maroon cuffs and collar. If
interested, please call 389-6862.

v The Authentic Outreach Work-
shop will be held on Friday, March
27, and Saturday, March 28, 2009
(PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF
DATE) at Bonsack UMC. Informa-
tion will be sent to churches very
soon.

v/ SAVE THIS DATE! On April 19,
2009, Jim and Diane Thompson,
missionaries from the Boca Costa
Mission in Mazatenango Guate-
mala, will spend the day with us.
Everyone is invited to Northview
UMC in the afternoon to meet and
learn about the work that has been
accomplished, widHt
Since February 2003, Jim and
Diane have established medical
clinics in two villages, taken teams
to other villages and helped to bring
clean water to three villages. Many
of you have been on the teams and
many have supported the District
team for the past four years with
your gifts and prayers. Come enjoy
the fellowship and celebrate with
us. Details will follow in the District
Newsletter.
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UNITED METHODIST Dan Lovern, District President

; I The United Methodist Men of the Virginia Confer-

\1 ence, and a few guests, enjoyed a wonderful week-

- end at Blackstone November 7-9. There were over
400 men in attendance at this year’s Spiritual Retreat. Maxie Dunnam de-

livered powerful messages throughout the weekend. I am sure all who at-
tended camg back uplifted with a sense of renewal.

Please be reminded that our first District UM Men’s Winter Rally—
Pancake Breakfast—will be held January 24, 2009 at Central UMC, 428
College Ave. in Salem. The time is 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. with Celebrity
Chef Steve Hundley. Men are welcome from all over the Roanoke District.
Please come and enjoy great food and fellowship. To save a place at the
table or if you have questions, please contact Dan Lovern at 375-7121 or
309-1927.

May the blessings of Christmas fill your homes and your lives.
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HIGHLAND SUPPORT PROJECT NEEDS VOLUNTEERS

The Highland Support Project is looking for youth and adult volunteers in-
terested in traveling to Guatemala this summer the weeks of June 27-July 4,
July 4-18, July 18-25, July 25-August 1, and August 1-8.

Service project opportunities include:

e Stove-building and Reforestation: These projects directly address the

two leading causes of death (upper respiratory and intestinal infections)
in the Mayan communities with which HSP works. Building stoves
and planting trees help to stop the environmental causes of these ill-
nesses, rather than simply providing a temporary solution with no long-
term impact.

e Mayan Arts Program (MAP): This project gives volunteers the oppor-

Go d tunitytte tegch art projects to Mayan children in elementary schools.

This enhances children’s learning, keeps them connected to their cul-
tural heritage, and develops a respect for art in all its forms.

e Women’s Support Circles: This project unites Mayan women, giving
them an opportunity to improve their self esteem, maintain their physi-
cal health, and improve their economic situation through weekly meet-
ings. Volunteers work with the women'’s circles by educating the
women on how to improve their mental and physical helath and prevent

illness or by teaching art and helping to expand the women’s small
businesses.

For more information, please contact Alison Keller-Micheli, Service Coor-
dinator, at akellermicheli@yahoo.com or you may visit the HSP online at

www.partnersinservice.org.
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ROANOKE DISTRICT
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN Nancy Sasser, District President —

Greetings and Happy New Year!

Roanoke District
United Methodist Woren

I am very excited about the opportunities, possibilities and challenges that we as United Methodist Women will face
in 2009. So many of your units have achieved great things this past year and have wonderful plans for the future.
Our Mission Team is ready and willing to work with you and serve along side you as we complete projects and plan
new events. We want to thank Louise Miller for her four years of excellent leadership. She has been a role model
for many of us.

One of my goals as your District President is to visit all our units over the next two years (my term in office). I also
want to visit churches that currently do not have a unit with the hope that other United Methodist Women will step
up and form mission groups that want to join us and fulfill our PURPOSE.

January 10th, our church’s District Training Event at First Church, Salem, will be an opportunity for interested
women to come and ask questions about our organization.

February 5th is United Methodist Day at the General Assembly in Richmond. We urge many of you to attend and
take part in making your voice heard. You may contact LaNora King at 540-651-3767, if you are interested in at-
tending. She has a van reserved from First Salem and needs to know if you need a ride. Registration Forms were
given to each unit president. Registration deadline is Jan. 24th. You will need to make your own room reservations.

February 7th will be our UMW District Training event at Locust Grove UMC, beginning at 9:30 a.m. We urge
your unit officers to plan to attend.

As you can see, being part of United Methodist Women is not a “sideline sport”. Come and join us; be a part of the
action. You will not be disappointed.

MISSION WORSHIP RESOURCE WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SUPPORT TO:

e Please remember Peggy Carwile who is recover-
ing from surgery. She is the wife of Elwood Car-
wile, pastor at Locust Grove UMC.

e The family of Rev. Milton Chick Wilkerson, re-
tired clergy since 1982, who died on December 10,
2008.

In January 2009 a free Mission Worship Resource DVD
will be sent to each local church and campus ministry
from Initiatives of Hope of the VA Conference. The
DVD will include video clips, sermon illustrations,
prayers and litanies for all seasons of the church year.
This mission worship resource will help congregations
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celebrate our global connections as we reclaim our

Wesleyan missionary heritage and move from mainte- VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL WORKSHOP

nance to mission. We encourage you to make use of this.
Cokesbury would like to invite your church’s VBS

Team to attend a workshop on February 7, 2009, at
NEW MONTHLY EMAIL NEWSLETTER 10:00 a.m., at Bonsack UMC in Roanoke. Susan Wag-
ner, Program Director at Bonsack, will be conducting
the workshop on Cokesbury’s exciting new 2009 ex-
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The Advanceis launching a free monthly email newslet-
ter. Advancing Hope will give you the updates on
United Methodist missionaries and projects that can be
supported through the GBGM Advance. To subscribe,
go to http.//new.gbgm-umc.org/Advance or contact the
VA Conference office of Mission and Global Outreach at
www.mission@vaumc.org.

treme adventure camp, Camp E.D.G.E.-Experience &
Discover GOD Everywhere. In addition, you can pre-
view kits from other companies. There will be a 20%
discount on all VBS purchases at the workshop and
also between Jan. 26 and Feb. 8, 2009.




POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Locust Grove UMC is searching for a young, energetic,
positive role model to work with a very small group of
young people. If interested, please call 380-4303.

South Roanoke UMC is searching for a Church Music
Director (part-time) with skills and experience in the full
variety of worship music styles for vocal and handbell
choirs (all ages), and also a Church Organist/
Accompanist (part time) with skills and experience in
the full variety of worship music styles. For job descrip-
tions: www.srumc.com. Email resume, three references,

and salary requirements to PennyHaynes@srumc.com or
mail to 2330 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, VA 24014
ATTN: Music Search Committee.

A Part-Time Secretary is needed, 10 to 15 hours per
month, to support Hispanos Unidos, the Roanoke Dis-
trict’s outreach to Hispanic persons in the Roanoke and
New River Valleys. Work location (office) is at Hunt-
ington Court UMC (North Roanoke). Proficiency in
Word and payroll tasks needed, knowledge of Methodist
policy and Spanish a plus but not essential. Wage begins
at $12/hr. Those interested may contact Rev. Dave
Rochford (992-3030) or pastor@stmarksmethodist.com.

Roanoke District Office
Virginia Conference
The United Methodist Church
4502 Starkey Road, SW, Suite 101
Roanoke, VA 24018

Charlene Payne Kammerer, Area Bishop
Stephen C. Hundley, District Superintendent
Carole Click, Office Manager
Fran Burgess, Office Assistant

Phone: (540) 989-3335
Fax: (540) 989-0672
E-mail: shundley@roanokeumc.org
cclick@roanokeumc.org

fburgess(@roanokeumc.org

Wedre on the wleb at

WWW, roanokeumc . org

The DEADLINE for the NEXT ISSUE is the
15th of the month
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2009 COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS - VIRGINIA
UNITED METHODIST CREDIT UNION

Do you know a well deserving high school senior who
is looking for money for college? Any member of a
United Methodist Church or organization within the
Virginia Annual Conference is eligible for member-
ship at VUMCU and just $5 opens an account and
gives students access to apply for the following schol-
arships:

e VUMCU - (1) $1,500 Scholarship

e Accel College Grants - (4) $5,000 Grants & (30)
$1,000 Grants

The scholarships are for entering freshmen and appli-
cations are due beginning mid-March. Contact Janie
Hightower at jhightower@vumcu.org to request an

application packet.
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DISTRICT BOOK CLUB

The District Book Club will meet Tuesday, January 27th, at
1:00 p.m. at the Roanoke UM Home in the sun room. We
will be discussing The Shack by William P. Young. Hope
to see you there! Happy New Year!!

Becky Hundley
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