
Dear friends, 

 

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; everything old has passed 

away:  see, everything has become new!  2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

Ten years ago, we were all worried.  Y2K is going to cripple us and cause all kinds of 

problems.  Well here we are, these many years later and we have developed into souls 

of this new century.  But God calls us to a different life. 

 

As we begin the new year and new decade, we are challenged to put on the new and 

send the old away.  The challenge comes because we have gotten very comfortable 

with the old – even though it is often not any good for us!  Pray daily that God may 

help you to turn to the new person God wants you to be in 2010.  Grow as a new 

creation in Christ! 

 

Peace – Pastor Steve 

 

I hope to see all of you come out to the district training on January 9, 2010! 

 

From Our District Superintendent 

UM DAY AT GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The Social Principles of 

The United Methodist 

Church 2009-2012 state 

that:  “The church should 

continually exert a strong 

ethical influence upon the 

state, supporting policies and 

programs deemed to be just 

and opposing policies and 

programs that are unjust.”  

Join Bishop Kammerer and 

hundreds of United Meth-

odists from across Virginia  

A Newsletter of the Roanoke District ● VA Conference ● The United Methodist Church 

Roanoke District News 

January 2010 

Inside this issue: 

Superintendent’s Message 1 

Newsletter by Email 1 

UM Day 1 

District Events 2 

Christian Support 2 

Children’s Ministry 2 

Ministers’ Convocation 2 

UMW 3 

Missionary Support 3 

District Book Cub 3 

Leadership Training` 4 

on Tuesday, February 2, as 

a witness to our faith by 

visiting legislators to urge 

them to support just poli-

cies and programs and 

oppose those that are un-

just.  The event is spon-

sored by the Virginia Con-

ference Board of Church 

and Society and United 

Methodist Women.  For 

more information or to 

register, contact Natalie  

NEWSLETTER BY 

EMAIL 

In our attempt to save 

the expense of paper, 

ink, and postage, we are 

trying to send as many 

district newsletters out 

by email.  Effective Janu-

ary 1, 2010 all church 

officers that we have 

email addresses for will 

receive their district 

newsletters via email.  If 

you would prefer  them 

via US mail or if you’re 

receiving it by US mail 

and would prefer it by 

email,  please contact 

the district office.  

May at 804-320-8524 or 

nbmay@verizon.net. 



Rev. Bill Combs, retired pastor, who is recovering from a broken hip. 

 

Rev. Tina Cox’s mother who was recently hospitalized.  Rev. Cox is pastor 

of Wesley Memorial UMC in Christiansburg. 

 

Micah Nathaniel Spencer was born December 14 to Brandon and Katie 

Spencer.  The proud grandparents are Nate and Miriam Spencer who are serv-

ing Asbury UMC. 

 

Congratulations also go to Tom and Pattie Lee who serve Windsor Hill UMC.  

They are the proud grandparents of twins:  Aubrey Elizabeth Somers, born 

on Nov. 21, and Madeline Irene Somers, born on Nov. 22.  Their parents 

are Emily and Thomas Somers and Kiera Lee is the big sister. 

area will be the keynote 

speaker.  There will also be 

great preaching from 

Bishop Kammerer, Dr. 

Youtha Hardman-Cromwell  

and Rev. Jonathan Park.  As 

always, there will be wor-

ship, special music, work-

shops, and time for fellow-

ship with other VA Confer-

ence ministers. 

   Ministers’ Convocation 

will be held January 19-21, 

2010 (Tuesday through 

   Millions of people have 

read, studied, and used 

Bishop Schnase’s book, 

The Five Practices of Fruit-

ful Congregations.  Now 

he has more for us.  

Bishop Schnase is work-

ing on some new ideas 

and we will get an early 

look at these. 

   The 2010 convocation 

theme will be “Fruitful 

Living”.  Bishop Robert 

Schnase of the Missouri 

Thursday), at the VA UM 

Assembly Center. in 

Blackstone. 

   Now is the time to reg-

ister.  You may download 

a registration brochure 

from the Events calendar 

at www.vaumc.org.  Reg-

istrations are mailed to 

the Assembly Center in 

Blackstone. 

 

 

WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SUPPORT TO: 

MINISTERSõ CONVOCATION IS COMING! 

CHILDRENõS MINISTRY 

  At lunch we will network with one 

another.  Bring a good idea that 

worked for you at your church to 

share with one another. 

     The General Board of Discipleship 

will be hosting a Children’s Ministry 

Forum on February 23-25 in Raleigh, 

NC.  Go to www.gbod.org/cmf for 

more information.  If you are interested 

in attending, please contact Susan at the 

above information to ride together.   

I hope all of you who are involved in 

Children’s Ministry are planning to at-

tend the January training on January 9th 

at Bonsack UMC.  Those of us who 

went to FOCUS will be presenting the 

best of what we learned at that confer-

ence.  The District Children’s Ministry 

Fellowship will plan on going to lunch 

somewhere together after the training.  

Please RSVP to Susan Wagner at 977-

4212 or susan@bonsackumc.org, if you 

plan to go to lunch.     

 Roanoke District News 

District Events & News: 
 

V Pastor, Church and Commu-

nity Profiles are open for data 

entry and the deadline date for 

all profile entries is December 

31st.  

V The District Youth Council will 

meet January 25, 2010 at 7:00 

p.m. at South Roanoke. 

V There will be a VBS Showcase 

Training Event on Saturday, 

January 30, 2010 from 10:00 am 

-  Noon at Bonsack UMC.  This 

training will be led by Susan 

Wagner and Gail Strickler. 

V Cave Spring UMC has a set of 

4 risers (4ô x 8ô with an 8 inch 

rise) free for the taking.  Make 

arrangements to come and haul 

them away M-F 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 

p.m. by calling 989-3673. 

V Huntington Court UMC has 

started a new ministry called 

Praise Moves, the Christian 

alternative to Yoga.  Deep 

stretching, gentle movement, 

and strong scripture combine for 

weight loss, stress relief, flexibil-

ity and strength.  This ministry is 

being led by Nancy Harvey on 

Saturday mornings at 10:00 am 

in the fellowship hall.  Wear 

comfortable clothes and bring a 

mat, towel and water bottle.  Call 

Nancy at 366-5636 for info. 

V New Mailing Addresses:  VA 

UM Conference Center is P.O. 

Box 5606, Glen Allen, VA 

23058; Conference Treasurer, 

P.O. Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA 

23058. 

 

http://www.gbod.org/cmf
mailto:susan@bonsackumc.org


Happy New Year!  I hope you are 

making plans to attend the District 

Leadership Training Event at Bon-

sack UMC on January 9th.   We will 

have a United Methodist Women’s 

gathering, to talk about our future 

and answer any questions you might 

have about our Mission work.  If 

your church does not currently have 

a UMW unit (and the Discipline says 

each church shall have a unit) please 

encourage some of your women to 

attend this training session to find 

out WHY we are involved, and how 

they can become UMW members 

too. 

We want to also encourage many of 

you to attend the United Methodist 

Day at General Assembly in Rich-

mond.  This event is co-sponsored 

by United Methodist Women and 

Virginia Conference Board of 

Church and Society.  This year we 

will be meeting on February 4th and  

Bon Air UMC will be staying at the 

Hyatt Place Richmond/Arboretum 

Hotel.  Registration information can 

be obtained on the web at 

www.vaumc.org or 

www.vaumw.org.  Registration 

deadline is January 22nd.  Some of 

our District UMW officers are plan-

ning to attend and if you are inter-

ested in traveling with us, contact 

LaNora King at 540-651-3767 or by 

e-mail: grannyboo@swva.net as 

soon as possible. 

 

derful.  Remember, this is open to 

clergy and laity alike; all are wel-

come.  We always meet at the 

Roanoke UM Home at 3:00 on a 

Tuesday, five times a year.   A list 

of book follows: 

 

January 26—If God Is Love by 

Philip Gulley and James Mul-

holland 

March 23—The Alchemist by 

Paulo Coelho 

I have taken it upon myself to set the 

dates and choose the books for the 

next year.  This way you will know far 

in advance and we will not take up time 

choosing books.  I did, however, leave 

November open in case a book comes 

around that someone would like to 

suggest.  If anyone has read any of the 

books on the list and would be inter-

ested in leading the group in discussion, 

we would love that.  We have had two 

guest facilitators and they were won-

ROANOKE DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Nancy Sasser, District President   

ROANOKE DISTRICT BOOK CLUB 

MISSIONARY SUPPORT 

As we start a new year and you begin your list of resolutions, you might be thinking of adding to your list ―Do 

more for God’s Mission‖.  Perhaps you are asking yourself how and what to support.  Here is a list of Missionar-

ies serving in VA, with their missionary Advance number, and their project Advance number.  You can enter a 

covenant with them three ways:  Local church, Individually or Youth/Campus Ministry.  You will find more infor-

mation about the covenant forms and the missionary bios on the Conference website:  http://www.vaumc.org/

NetCommunity/Missionaries     

Mark Stransky #803003 & Linda Stransky #803004, Marion, VA—Project Crossroads #781380 

Don Edwards, Roanoke, VA #982026—Shalom Zone, Grace Ministries 

Deb Keeney #982014 & Rebecca Parsons #3021143, Community Outreach Program, Roanoke, VA #904 

Lisa Nichols, Rocky Mount, VA #982953 Henry Fork Service Center #908 

Pat Watkins, Virginia #3020927, Caretakers of God’s Creation #711 

If you have questions, please contact Terri Biggins at terribiggins@vaumc.org or call 804-521-1144. 
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May 25—The Reluctant Parting 

by Julie Galambush 

September 28—Waking the 

Bible by Bruce Feiler 

November 30—To be an-

nounced. 

                        - Happy Reading 

                          Becky Hundley 

http://www.vaumc.org/
http://www.vaumw.org/
mailto:grannyboo@swva.net


Roanoke District Office 

Virginia Conference 

The United Methodist Church 

4502 Starkey Rd., SW, Suite 101 

Roanoke, VA  24018 
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District Superintendent 
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Phone: 540-989-3335 

Fax: 540-989-0672 
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We’re on the web at: 

Web:  www.roanokeumc.org 

 

The DEADLINE for the 

NEXT ISSUE is the 15th of 

the month 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

ROANOKE DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TRAINING EVENT 
Saturday, January 9, 2010, 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Bonsack United Methodist Church, 4493 Bonsack Rd., Roanoke, VA 

(Brochures are available online at www.roanokeumc.org) 

 

CLASS OPPORTUNITIES: 
Lay Leadership:  Led by Warner Bonderman 

Stewardship:  Led by Brenda Brooks 

Endowments and Planned Giving:  Led by Larry Broomall 

Changing Hearts and Changing Minds About the ―E‖ Word:  Led by Tim Tate 

Prayer 101:  Led by Gary Robbins 

Mission Trips/Projects:  Led by Jean Broyles 

Trustees:  Led by Stephen Hundley 

How to Run a Meeting:  Led by Stephen Hundley 

Children’s Ministry:  Led by Susan Wagner 

Alta Mons:  Led by Jason Masching 

Welcoming—Hospitality:  Led by Debbie Brown 

United Methodist Women:  Led by Nancy Sasser 

Displays:  Project SPY, Cokesbury, COP, Scouting 

 

The Roanoke District Leadership Training Event is for both clergy and laity.  Our goal is to equip and support 

those in leadership in the local church.  This workshop is for both new leaders and veteran leaders.  Please register 

by January 5, 2010 by phone, fax, e-mail or mail registration form to the district office.  For more information, call 

or e-mail Debbie Brown at 540-344-6225 or DebbieB@gmumc.org. 


