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IN THIS ISSUE: 

Dear friends, 

Navy beans.  Bags of dried navy beans – you know the                      

kind.  The ones you need to soak overnight and then                         

cook with  something for flavoring.  We used to eat                                   

those when I was growing up seasoned with some ―salt                         

pork‖ or a little ham bone.  They were always pretty                           

hot when they were served, and my mom would try to serve mine out 

early so they would cool enough for me to eat them.  My parents used 

to put raw onions on the top and if we had some, would at times put 

ketchup in the beans for a tasty addition.  Oh what memories. 

I have come to learn in my adult years that we didn’t eat the navy 

beans by choice.  We ate them because they were cheap!  My parents 

never said we were having navy beans for a couple of meals because 

we didn’t have the money for groceries for a few days.  My parents 

never claimed scarcity!!!!!  They always claimed abundance! 

Now you may say that I am glorifying my parents since they have 

joined the eternal church, and you are right.  But I tell you they always 

claimed abundance. 

This is the lesson we need to claim as United Methodist Christians in 

these days when we are given permission by the media and our politi-

cal leaders to claim scarcity.  Don’t buy it!  We have an abundant fel-

lowship where our hearts, our minds and our doors are open to all.  Our 

God has been abundant to us, and we will share God’s abundance with 

the world. 

Our churches need to be places where we show others just how good 

and providential God is to the world today and every day.  After all – 

we always have navy beans at our house – how about yours? 

Peace, 

Steve Hundley 

February 25, 2009 
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District Events & News: 

 District Ministers’ Association 

will meet Sat., Feb. 7, at 9:00 a.m. 

at Hispanos Unidos at Huntington 

Court UMC.  The speaker will be 

Melissa Hayes-Smith, Director of 

the Pastoral Counseling Center of 

the Roanoke Valley.  The topic will 

be “Children, Youth and Trauma”. 

 Cokesbury is sponsoring a Vaca-

tion Bible School Workshop at 

Bonsack UMC on Feb. 7 at 10:00 

a.m.  You will be able to preview 

kits from other companies and also 

receive a 20% discount on all VBS 

purchases at the workshop. 

 Fieldstone UMC is having a 

Happy Days Valentine’s Sock Hop 

on Saturday, Feb. 14 from 7:00—

10:00 p.m.  There will be a silent 

auction, photo booth, soda shop 

and refreshments.  The cost is 

$20.00/family and $10.00/singles.  

Children welcomed!!  Proceeds to 

benefit the indoor playground fund. 

For more information, contact 

fieldstoneumc@verizon.net or 

phone: 540-260-3402. 

 Locust Grove UMC is searching 

for a young, energetic, positive role 

model to work with a very small 

group of young people.  If inter-

ested, please call 380-4303. 

 Check with your Virginia United 

Methodist Credit Union to see 

how they can help lower your 

monthly payments.  We offer loans 

for parsonages, vans and buses, 

new church construction and reno-

vations.  Contact Mike Haydon, at 

866-657-0004 or email:         

mhaydon@vumcu.org. 

 Are you interested in the opportu-

nities for endowment giving?  If so, 

please contact Jim Bergdoll, Ex-

ecutive Director of the Virginia 

United Methodist Foundation, at 1-

800-786-6040, ext. 120 or email:       

JimBergdoll!vaumc.org. 

 

The Roanoke District United Methodist Youth will have a 

70’s Roller-Disco on Sunday, Feb.8,  at the Firehouse Skate 

Center in Vinton from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.   The cost is $3.00 per 

person—pay at the door.  You think you have better moves than 

John Travolta?  Then prove it!  Come on out for a Sunday eve-

ning of some disco fun while we skate the night away.  Coming 

dressed in your favorite disco clothes is a must!  

The District Council on Youth Ministries will meet at Wood-

lawn UMC on February 10 at 6:45 p.m. 

The next Praise and Worship Service will be held at South 

Roanoke UMC on March 15th from 5:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m. 

The Roanoke District Spring Break Youth Mission Trip to 

Hands of Hope in McDowell County, WV, will begin April 13 

to April 16.  The cost will be $75 per participant plus assigned 

contributions of food for our shared meals.  Please register 

ASAP as we are limited to 20 spaces.  Please download and read 

the following from the HOH website www.hohm.org:  packing 

list, rules and regulations, medical release form, participant ap-

plication form.  This information needs to be sent to Rev. Liz 

Mortlock, Mt. Pleasant UMC, 3009 Mt. Pleasant Boulevard, 

Roanoke, VA  24014.  Also needed are trucks or vans and driv-

ers to deliver items we collect at our churches.  For more infor-

mation, contact Pastor Liz Mortlock at 427-3064 or email at 

Elizabeth.Mortlock@gmail.com. 

Tri-District Spring Retreat (Danville, Roanoke & Staunton 

is teaming up for what’s sure to be the best weekend retreat 

ever!  Craig Tackett and the jonathan project will lead us in wor-

ship and the word.  Mark your calendar for May 1-3 at the Eagle 

Eyrie Conference Center.  Registration $70/person - Registra-

tion Deadline April 19.  For more information contact: Tim 

Craft at craftytim@msn.com. 

************************* 

SUMMER INTERNS NEEDED FOR VA UM CENTER 

The Virginia Conference Offices of Mission and Disabilities are seeking 

two separate interns for 2009 (the Youth Ministry intern is returning in 

2009).  Applicants should be interested in pursuing a career in a ministry 

setting, have experience and passion for the area in which they apply, and 

familiarity with The United Methodist Church.  Intern salary is $250 a 

week (with a minimum of ten weeks).  Interns must have completed high 

school.  The application is available by going to www.vaumc.org and 

clicking on press releases.  The deadline for submission of application is 

February 20, 2009. 
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ROANOKE DISTRICT  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN    Nancy Sasser, District President   

Please Remember:  United Methodist Women’s Training Event, Saturday, February 7, 2009, at Central UMC, 428 

College Ave., Salem.  This is a location change from last month’s article.  Most of you already knew it was at Cen-

tral.  I picked up the wrong information and reported it by mistake.  Sorry for any misunderstanding, etc. 

 

Our District Officers are busy preparing for training day.  Registration starts at 9:00 a.m., gathering at 9:30 a.m.  

We urge all unit officers to attend.  We invite any unit members with interest to come also.  We will have a presenta-

tion from each officer and then a Question and Answer period.  We plan to keep our event to two hours.  Please 

make plans to attend. 

 

I was pleased at the attendance for our Church’s Training on January 10th.  It was good to meet some new folks and 

discuss our Mission as United Methodist Women.  I look forward to visiting many of our units this year and perhaps 

forming some new units.  Please plan to invite a district officer to a unit meeting.  I will come whenever possible and 

the other officers are very willing, too.  Just give us a call.  Keep up the good work! 

EVENTS AT CAMP ALTA MONS 

Initiatives Skills Ropes Training Event will be held Friday, 

Feb. 27 - Sunday, March 1 at Alta Mons.  Learn the skills 

needed to become a leader in low or no props activities.  This 

training is great for youth leaders, children’s activities leaders 

and those wanting advanced training in low cost and little 

prop activities.  Please call 268-2409 for further information. 

Paul Bunyan Day will be held February 21 at 9:00 a.m. till 

afternoon.  This will be a full day of fellowship and prepara-

tion for spring.  Lunch will be provided.  Bring your chain-

saws, wood splitters and be ready to clear trails and haul 

wood. 

Camp Alta Mons’ Sunday Lenten Lunches 2009 (formerly 

Sunday Buffets).  Come out and join us for a Lenten study 

over lunch.  Bring family and friends for great fellowship and 

live music!  Lenten buffet meals will be served from 12:30 - 

2:00 p.m.  All meals include soup, salad, desert and drinks.  

Reservations by party needed one week prior to date; parties 

are liable for booked amount.  Groups pay as a whole party.  

Individuals welcome, pay separately.  Make reservations by 

calling the camp office at 268-2409 or email:                     

office@altamons.com.  Adults $12.00/Children $8.00 (Max 

capacity – 150) 

February 15—‖Sweetheart Lunch‖ 

March 15—Parmesan Chicken Breasts 

February 22 & March 22—Baked Ham 

March 1 &  March 29—Turkey Breast with dressing 

March 8 & April 5—Roast beef with gravy 

THE TEI MISSION: 

The Mission of The Evangelism Institute (TEI) is com-

municating Godôs truth to a changing world by inspiring 

and equipping believers in Jesus Christ to share their 

faith with gentleness and respect.

 
The Authentic Outreach Workshop will be held 

March 27 & 28, 2009 at Bonsack UMC , 4493 

Bonsack Rd., Roanoke.  Registration will begin at 

5:30 p.m. on Friday, March 27, and class will be 

from 6:00-9:00 p.m.  Class meets Saturday, March 

28, from 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.  Please sign up even 

if you cannot make all the sessions.  

The Authentic Outreach course is open to all 

churches and denominations.  Any church, group 

or individual who has the desire to share their faith 

but feels the need for encouragement, support and 

training in a more relaxed, less confrontational 

style of evangelism should be excited to participate 

in this course.  A brochure and registration infor-

mation are available on the district website at 

www.roanokeumc.org. 
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Roanoke District Office                                      

Virginia Conference                                                            

The United Methodist Church                           

4502 Starkey Road, SW, Suite 101                    

Roanoke, VA   24018                                             

Charlene Payne Kammerer, Area Bishop          

Stephen C. Hundley, District Superintendent      

Carole Click, Office Manager                             
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The DEADLINE  for the NEXT ISSUE is the 

15th of the month 
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WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SUPPORT TO: 

The family of Rev. Reginald Tuck whose mother, 

Dorothy (Dot) Tuck, died on January 10.  Rev. Tuck  

is senior pastor of Blacksburg UMC. 

The family of Rev. Bill Davidson whose father, 

George Harold Davidson, died on January 12.  Rev. 

Davidson is  pastor of South Roanoke UMC and his 

wife, Rev. Cheryl Harrison-Davidson, is pastor of 

Fairview UMC. 

The family of Rev. Benjamin Chidester whose step-

son, Donval Carl Simpson, died on January 13.  Rev. 

Chidester is a retired pastor on the Roanoke District. 

The family of Brenda Brooks whose mother, Thelma 

Fautz Saul McFarland, died on January 20.  Brenda is 

the former Roanoke District Lay Leader. 

Chris Landon, wife of Rev. Darren Landon, who is at 

home recuperating from surgery.  Rev. Landon is pas-

tor of Floyd Parish UMC. 

The family of Rev. Gustavo Segovia Molley and his 

wife, Lori on the birth of their daughter, Elizabeth 

Margaret, born on January 26th.  Rev. Segovia is pas-

tor of the Torre Fuerte and Mision Hispana congrega-

tions at Blacksburg and Huntington Court churches. 

Dr. Steve Hundley as he recovers from eye surgery. 

Relax   Refresh    Renew  
A Week -end for the Ladies  
Friday, March 27, 2009   6:30 to 9:00 

Saturday, March 28, 2009,  9:00 to 2:30 

Greene Memorial UMC 

402 Second Street, Roanoke, VA  24011 

$25.00 per person - includes lunch  

Registration required:  Please contact Debbie 

Brown at (540)344-6225 to register and purchase 

tickets. 

Speakers: 
Laurette Willis, our Keynote Speaker brings to us 

―The Woman of 101 Voices‖.  She combines the gift of 

acting and humor with spiritual words of wisdom and 

truth.  

 

Rachel Olsen weaves scriptural truths into the stories 

of her life.  Rachel teaches part-time at the University 

of NC in Wilmington. 

 

Leanne Branch deliveries God’s word with passion 

and sincerity.  She will have you laughing one minute 

and crying the next.   

 

Marybeth Whalen, mother of 6 children, speaks with 

passion as she encourages women to be real with one 

another, to chase after their dreams and to listen for 

God’s voice in all that they do. 


