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from the District Office
The District Staff

wishes you a blessed

Advent and Christmas
season.

Steve, Carole & Fran
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From Our District Superintendent

PARALYSIS THROUGH ANALYSIS
Why did God send Jesus at that unique point in history?
How did God incarnate in the person of Jesus?

How did Mary make such a trip when she was full term?

These are just a few of the questions we might ask ourselves as we
move our way into Advent to the Christmas miracle. But | guess you all know that we
can get stuck on the questions way to easily. The truth is that God is incarnate in Je-
sus Christ and Jesus came, lived and died for us. This is the true gift of the Christmas

miracle.

yours?

Steve Hundley

| think we have a tendency to do the same thing in the church. We ask questions,
evaluate, analyze so much that we are paralyzed. We cease to function effectively by
constantly looking at ourselves. The true calling to us is to look out to others and re-
spond to those whom God sends to us. By responding to others, we find the answers
to those questions we have about who we are.

May each of you prepare in Advent for a Blessed Christmas! Jesus is coming to us all
the time. Do we ask why or say come to me today and everyday that | might be

OUR SYMPATHY AND WELL WISHES The District
Office will close
Our sympathy is ex- Please remember at noon on
tended to the family of Sharon Wilson who is December 23rd
Tim Craft whose recovering from a recent and will
mother, Joanne S. Craft, hospitalization. Sharon is reopen on
died on November 14 the wife of Rev. Jeff Wil- December 29th.
and also his grandfather, son, Associate Pastor of Christmas We will also
John West, who died on  Southview UMC. o fgggsiggurs close at noon on
November 18th. Tim is December 31st
District Youth Coordina- and reopen on
tor for the Roanoke Dis- January 4th,
trict. 2010.

GIVE A GIFT THAT CHANGES THE WORLD! Go to www.umcor.com, click

on “How to Give” and then Gift Catalog. Use this list as a guide for giving. Each item
in the gift catalog is an example of what your gift can accomplish in this program.
One hundred percent of all gifts will go to the listed Advance project.
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District Events & News:

The Senior High Youth Retreat
will be held at Eagle Eyrie in
Lynchburg Dec. 4-6. For more
info e-mail:
AngieWilliams@vaumc.org.

The Roanoke District Minis-

t er sd As swil bavesheir
Christmas Banquet at Central
UMC in Salem on Dec. 10 be-
ginning at 6:00 pm. RSVP to
Danny Kesler at

bearchrist@tds.net or call 864-
6139 by Nov. 30.

Rockingham Court UMC will
have a live, outdoor, drive-thru
Nativity Scene (weather permit-
ting) on December 12 and 13
from 6:00 - 9:00 pm. The
church is located at 4615 Bryan
Rd., (off Yellow Mountain Rd. in
the Garden City/Mt. Pleasant
area of Roanoke). Thisis a
beautiful way to start off your
familyds holida

Greene Memorial UMC has 78
adult wooden chairs available to
churches or individuals that
could use them. Please contact
Debbie Brown at 344-6225, if
interested.

Huntington Court UMC has
started a new ministry called
Praise Moves, the Christian
alternative to Yoga. Deep
stretching, gentle movement,
and strong scripture combine for
weight loss, stress relief, flexibil-
ity and strength. This ministry is
being led by Nancy Harvey on
Saturday mornings at 10:00 am
in the fellowship hall. Wear
comfortable clothes and bring a
mat, towel and water bottle. Call
Nancy at 366-5636 for info.

Sixteen Church pews in dark
wood, approximately 10 ft. long
and in excellent condition are
available at the Shalom Zone:
Grace Ministries Site. For more
information call Rev. Don Ed-
wards at 266-7262.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

The following churches have paid 100% in District and/or Conference apportion-

ments in full for the year 2009: Andrew Chapel —
— District; Calvary (Christiansburg) —

Circuit) —
ence; First (Pembroke) —

District and Conference; Asbury
District and Conference; Catawba (Catawba
District; Crockett Springs — District; Ebenezer — District and Confer-

District; Lithia (Buchanan) — District and Confer-

o nence; Locust Grove — District; Mount Elbert — District and Conference; Mount

Lebanon (Pembroke) —

District; Mount Pleasant (Roanoke) —

District and Confer-

ence; Mount Tabor — District; Newport-Mt. Olivet — District and Conference;

Rockingham Court — District; South Roanoke — District; Thrasher Memorial —
trict; Trinity (Buchanan) — District and Conference; Wesley Memorial —

and Conference; White Memorial —

District.

Dis-
District

TOUCH THE LIFE OF A CHILD...

You can touch the life of
a child as you support the
United Methodist Family
Services (UMFS) offering.
Your gift will provide
scholarshlps for children
and teens in‘our intensive
treatment and treatment
foster care programs, life
skills training, music, art
and horticulture pro-
grams through our Char-
terhouse School and
Charterhouse Day Treat-
ment Program, spiritual

resources through our
chaplain’s office and on-
going counseling and sup-
port to our adoptive and
foster care families. For
more information about
UMFS or to find UMFS
offering materials, please
visit our website at
www.umfs.org or contact
Linda Ray at 804-254-
9692.

Another way you can
touch the life of a child is

through the ministry of
adoption services to spe-
cial needs children, pri-
marily from the foster
care system and support
services to all VA families
created by adoption
through Adoptive Family
Preservation. Please pray
for families that have
been created through
adoption, for children
waiting for families and
adults who are waiting
for children.

MINISTERS’ CONVOCATION IS COMING!

Millions of people have
read, studied, and used
Bishop Schnase’s book,
The Five Practices of Fruit-
ful Congregations. Now
he has more for us.
Bishop Schnase is work-
ing on some new ideas
and we will get an early
look at these.

The 2010 convocation
theme will be “Fruitful
Living”. Bishop Robert

Schnase of the Missouri
area will be the keynote
speaker. There will also be
great preaching from
Bishop Kammerer, Dr.
Youtha Hardman-Cromwell
and Rev. Jonathan Park. As
always, there will be wor-
ship, special music, work-
shops, and time for fellow-
ship with other VA Confer-
ence ministers.

Ministers’ Convocation

will be held January 19-
21, 2010 (Tuesday
through Thursday), at the
VA UM Assembly Center
in Blackstone.

Now is the time to reg-
ister. You may download
a registration brochure
from the Events calendar
at www.vaumc.org. Reg-
istrations are mailed to
the Assembly Center in
Blackstone.
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ROANOKE DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Nancy Sasser, District President

1
‘/ Roanoke District

TUnited Metho dist Woirnen

What a great year we have had as Each unit is now working to distrib- count our members, but to also
United Methodist Women. We ute their unused funds for the year, count the number of women in our
have celebrated 140 years in Mission and continue to support UMW mis- churches - even the churches
and our units have supported many sion projects through Mission Giv- ~ WITHOUT a UMW Unit. Our
projects by using their time, talents, ing. Ve are trying to follow the district officers and area leaders will
gifts and service. formula of 80% to UMW projects be working together with our local
and 20% for other projects. We will unit officers to obtain accurate in-
During our recent District Prayer continue to discuss this with exam-  formation for these reports. Please
Breakfast, we were blessed to have ples in our UMW District Training  be supportive and help us obtain

Mary Rawley, our conference Spiri-  in February 2010. 100% reporting for Roanoke Dis-
tual Growth Coordinator bring us a trict. We really do appreciate the
message “Who’s At The Table?”. ATTENTION, DISTRICT MINIS- support we have on our district

She brought our program book TERS!! We will be contacting you in from Steve Hundley and all of the
theme to life with many thought the next few days to obtain some ministers. We hope we can count
provoking illustrations. She chal- membership numbers. The on each of you in this endeavor.
lenged us to “be Christ to others.”  Women’s Division has asked us to

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY More District News:

| hope all of you who are involved in At lunch we will network with Asbury UMC in Christiansburg seeks
Children’s Ministry are planning to one another. Bring a good idea that a keyboardist familiar with church
attend the January training on January  worked for you at your church to music to accompany the choir, con-
9th at Bonsack UMC. Those of us share with one another. gregational singing and other musical
who went to FOCUS will be present- The General Board of Disciple- events. Position requires perform-
ing the best of what we learned at that  ship will be hosting a Children’s Min- ance each Sunday and at least one
conference. The District Children’s istry Forum on February 23-25 in choir rehearsal per week. Preferred
Ministry Fellowship will plan on going  Raleigh, NC. Go to www.gbod.org/ person would be able to sight read,

) - perform on piano and/or organ, and
to lunch somewhere together after cmf for more information. If you be familiar with a variety of music,
the training. Please RSVP to Susan are interested in attending, please including hyms, gospels, spirituals,
Woagner at 977-4212 or contact Susan at the above informa- and traditional and contemporary
susan@bonsackumc.org, if you plan to  tion to ride together. anthems. Contact Asbury UMC at
go to lunch. (540) 382-0743 or via e-mail at

karene.jones@verizon.net.
2010 CLERGY SPOUSES’ RETREAT The Jubilee Assistance Fund (JAF)

is a loan program where a local
church establishes an account at the

Bishop Charlene P. Kammerer has an- offered including Ed & L:ibby

nounced a change in the topic for the Wright leading a group for clergy VA UM Credit Union to provide collat-
2010 Clergy Spouses Retreat. The focus couples titled “Two Ministers in a eralized small, short term loans for
will now be “In Defense of Creation”, Parsonage” and Leigh Kammerer individuals who would not qualify for
which is an updated initiative of the leading a group for male clergy loans otherwise. To qualify for JAF,
Council of Bishops. The original docu-  spouses. Dress is casual. Come the borrower agrees to receive finan-
ment was first published in 1986. This  for an opportunity to make new cial counseling, loan monitoring and
new initiative will explore the problems  friends, renew friendships, relax payroll deduction. The program is a

. X K X way to provide your church members
of and solutions to nuclear weapons, and have fun. Registration infor- short term help during a financial crisis
environmental degradation, global warm- mation will be out in early January. and financial management tools to
ing, endemic poverty and disease. The The retreat planning committee is assist them with long term financial
retreat will be held Thursday through chaired by Margaret Sisson and is stability. For information on partnering
Saturday, March 4-6, 2010, at the UM sponsored by the Clergy Family with VUMCU to establish a fund at
Assembly Center in Blackstone, VA. A Enrichment Committee of the your church, call 866-657-0004 or
variety of interest groups will also be Board of Ordained Ministry. email: creditunion@vumeu.org.
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ROANOKE DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TRAINING EVENT

Saturday, January 9, 2010, 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Bonsack United Methodist Church, 4493 Bonsack Rd., Roanoke, VA
(Brochures are available online at www.roanokeumc.org)

CLASS OPPORTUNITIES:

Lay Leadership: Led by Warner Bonderman
Stewardship: Led by Brenda Brooks
Endowments and Planned Giving: Led by Larry Broomall
Changing Hearts and Changing Minds About the “E” Word: Led by Tim Tate
Prayer 101: Led by Gary Robbins
Mission Trips/Projects: Led by Jean Broyles
Trustees: Led by Stephen Hundley
How to Run a Meeting: Led by Stephen Hundley
Children’s Ministry: Led by Susan Wagner
Alta Mons: Led by Jason Masching
Welcoming—Hospitality: Led by Debbie Brown
United Methodist Women: Led by Nancy Sasser
Displays: Project Spy, Cokesbury, Cop, Scouting

The Roanoke District Leadership Training Event is for both clergy and Laity. Our goal is to equip and support
those in leadership in the local church. This workshop is for both new leaders and veteran leaders. Please register
by January 5, 2010 by phone, fax, e-mail or mail registration form to the district office. For more information, call
or e-mail Debbie Brown at 540-344-6225 or DebbieB@gmumc.org.
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