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 The District Office will close at noon   

on December 23 and reopen  on De-

cember 29.  We will also close at 

noon on December 31 and reopen on 

January 2nd.   

IN THIS ISSUE: 

We wish for each of you a very blessed  

and happy holiday season! 

Steve, Carole & Fran 

Dear friends, 

 

I grew up singing Silent Night, Holy Night while holding a  

candle, as someone turned the lights off in the sanctuary, at  

the end of the annual Christmas Eve worship service.  Did  

you?  Are you growing up that way now? 

 

There has always been something called a ―Christmas rush‖ –  

usually meaning a rush to send cards, to get presents, see the people you want 

to see and make the plans for Christmas visits.  The ―rush‖ is known by us as 

a negative, a burden on soul and body. 

 

But I am concerned about the rush to Christmas,  

the rush to want Christmas to be here now 

no patient waiting 

no yearning in the soul to have Jesus come anew 

no plea in our prayer life for the transformation that comes from 

a life in relationship to Jesus. 

   

We succumb to the culture and want to sing Christmas carols while leaving 

behind (or ignoring all together) the great Advent carols rich and waiting to 

be celebrated.  Do you remember these words from the translation of the 

George Weissel 1642 carol Lift Up Your Heads –  

―Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold, the king of glory waits;  

the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here!‖   

Friends as a church leader, don’t let the ―rush‖ to Christmas stop you from 

the rich, eager waiting for Advent.  The wait is worth it! 

 

When I stand in a sanctuary, at Christmas Eve worship, and sing ―Silent 

night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven 

afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia!  Christ the savior is born, Christ the savior 

is born,‖ I then feel the promise God fulfills in Christmas after a powerful 

Advent. 

 

Don’t rush! 

 

Peace to each of you, 

 

Stephen Hundley 

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS: 

Please remember Rev. Harold Fuss who is recovering from a recent hospitali-

zation.  Rev. Fuss is a retired UM clergy. 
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District Events & News: 

 District Ministers’ and Families -  

Thursday, December 11, beginning 

at 6:00 p.m. at Thrasher Memorial 

UMC.  

 District Council on Youth Minis-

tries  will meet December 10, at 

Woodlawn UMC at 6:45 p.m. 

 Locust Grove UMC has 28 choir 

robes in fair condition to offer to a 

local church.  The robes are cream 

with maroon cuffs and collar.  If in-

terested, please call 389-6862. 

 The U.S. Government has granted 

limited licenses to the General Board 

of Global Ministries that permit UM-

COR to do post-hurricane relief work 

in Cuba.  The mission agency and 

many other religious organizations 

were denied renewal of Cuba li-

censes two years ago.  The details 

of the new licenses can be found 

online at: http://new.gbgm-umc.org/

umcor/newsroom/releases/

archives08/workincuba. 

 A preview of UMCOR’S 2008 Gift 

Catalog can be downloaded at 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/

media/cbi-pdf/christmasflyer08.pdf 

Share it with others to encourage 

them to give differently this year. 

 The Authentic Outreach Work-

shop will be held on Friday, March 

27, and Saturday, March 28, 2009 

(PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF 

DATE) at Bonsack UMC.  Informa-

tion will be sent to churches very 

soon. 

 Tri-District Spring Retreat for the 

Youth (Roanoke, Danville & Staun-

ton) will be held May 1-3, 2009 at 

Eagle Eyrie Baptist Conference 

Center in Lynchburg, VA.  Speaker 

& Band: http://

inlightenedministries.com Craig 

Tackett and the Jonathan Project.  

Cost: TBD but anticipate approxi-

mately $75-$80 per person. 

 The Highland Support Project  is 

looking for youth and adult volun-

teers interested in traveling to Gua-

temala this summer.  For more infor-

mation, please contact Alison Keller-

Micheli at akellermich-

eli@yahoo.com. 

LAY MEMBERS TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2009 

Annual Conference June 14-17, 2009 - Norfolk, VA 

Nathaniel L. Bishop (Asbury) 

Sylvia S. Bishop (Asbury) 

Ethel W. Born (First, Salem) 

Brenda Brooks (Bonsack) 

Stan Byrd (Greene Memorial) 

Frances P. Chubb (St. Paul, Roanoke) 

Jannette Clavez (St. Paul, Christiansburg) 

Ronald B. Dingler (Woodlawn) 

Carolyn Fisher (Windsor Hills) 

Louise Garman (McDonald’s Mill) 

Hartley R. Gaston (Trinity UMC and First UMC) 

Leta Gillespie (Trinity - Buchanan) 

Jennifer Greer (Pembroke) 

Virginia Greer (Pembroke - Youth) 

Thomas Hackney (Prices Fork) 

Ed Harless (First, Salem) 

Sarah Hundley (Cave Spring - Youth) 

Alan S. Johnson (Asbury) 

Barbara Kagey (Fincastle) 

LaNora King (Haven’s Chapel) 

Robert H. MacLeod, Jr. (Mt. Tabor) 

Suzanne McLean (Windsor Hills) 

Louise Miller (Raleigh Court) 

Betty Moran (Copper Hill) 

Hazel Norris (Andrew Chapel) 

Don Shoemaker (First, Salem) 

Pat Shoemaker (First, Salem) 

LaVina Tyndall (Campus Min.) 

 

ALTERNATES 

Tranacia Arris (Fairview) 

Randolph Grayson (Asbury) 

Joanna Marcy (Blacksburg) 

Rhonda Rogers (Asbury) 

Constance Sixbey (First, Salem) 

Thomas Sixbey (First, Salem) 

Sue Speed (Saint Paul, Christiansburg) 

Becky Wheeler (Belview) 

Jonathan Wilson (Southview) 

Bently Wood (St. Paul, Christiansburg) 

The GLENN DRAPER SINGERSô CHRISTMAS CONCERT will be held Tuesday, 

December 16, at 7:30 p.m. at Greene Memorial UMC.  These singers blend their 

voices in glorious harmony that will entertain, inspire, and bless you.  Call 344-6225 

for more information.  Free admission - an offering will be taken. 
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ROANOKE DISTRICT  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN      Louise Miller, District President   

   The Roanoke District UMW is so fortunate to have a District Superintendent who is so supportive of our organi-

zation.  We have just had two very successful events here on the District, plus our Conference Annual Meeting at 

Blackstone.  Dr. Hundley attended all three events. Very few District United Methodist Women have such support.  

It has been a great pleasure for me to serve on this district with Steve. 

       At our District Annual UMW Meeting in October, we elected new officers for 2009-2010.  The new District 

President will be Nancy Sasser from Newport-Mt. Olivet UMC.  I am sure everyone in our District will welcome her 

as she begins her term on January 1, 2009.  The first major event Nancy will lead will be the UMW session at the 

District Leadership Training Day, January 10, at First UMC, Salem. 

      My wish for our District is for 100% of our churches to establish a UMW unit.  This is mandated in the United 

Methodist Discipline, which states..."there SHALL be a unit of United Methodist Women in every church/charge".  

May God continue to bless the work of United Methodist Women and may we continue to be a force for good in the 

Roanoke District.  

A MESSAGE FROM OUR COKESBURY  

REPRESENTATIVE 

Darlene Caldwell, our area’s Cokesbury Representative 

lives here in Roanoke and she is available to come to your 

church to meet with your group or committee.  She can 

bring curriculum samples for Sunday school teachers to 

review, as well as choir robe, parament, and pew cushion 

samples. 

There are many new, exciting teaching materials available 

for all ages.  The children’s curriculum has been changed 

and updated (and reduced in price) and there are many 

small group studies available for adults of all ages and in 

all situations. Please give Darlene Caldwell a call at 1-888-

218-4490 or email her at dacaldwell@cokesbury.com. 

******************** 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

Fincastle UMC is looking for a Youth Director.  The per-

son in this part-time position will work with two dynamic 

youth groups (middle school and senior high) in the con-

text of the larger church and the youths’ families.  A suc-

cessful candidate will be a person of visible Christian char-

acter, have experience and gifts in youth ministry, and be 

committed to the development of Christian young people.  

For a job description, go to the church’s website at 

www.fincastleumc.org.  Send a resume to Fincastle UMC, 

Youth Director Search, P.O. Box 63, Fincastle, VA 24090. 

The Roanoke United Methodist Home has a part-time 

position available in Activities.  This position is 20-25 

hours Tuesday thru Saturday 9:00 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.  CPR is 

not required to be hired, but is required after hiring.  The 

person must have a valid, clean driving record.  If inter-

ested, please call Delaine Caldwell at 767-6805 or 520-

9938 or email: dcaldwell@vumh.org. 

Locust Grove UMC is searching for a young, energetic, 

positive role model to work with a very small group of 

young people.  We hope to increase our number of youth in 

the coming months.  If interested, please call 389-6862. 

2009 ROANOKE DISTRICT VOLUNTEER IN MISSION 

Hands of Hope, McDowell County, WV - April 13-16, 

2009 High School/College/Adult team returning to Iae-

ger, WV.  Contact Liz Mortlock, 427-3064 at Mt. Pleas-

ant UMC (Roanoke) for more information.  Website is: 

www.hohm.org 

Boca Costa Medical Mission, June 6-14, 2009—

Medical/construction/VBS team returning to the Boca 

Costa Mission in Guatemala.  Contact Jean Broyles, 366

-9065 or LVQDAY@aol.com for more info.  Website 

is: www.bocacostamm.org 

If your church mission team can accommodate others, 

youth or adult, please contact the District Office and the 

information will be forwarded to other churches. 

******************** 

 

 

Our Roanoke District will be spreading the good news of the 

Advent Season on a  variety of advertising media during the 

first two weeks of December.  Airing on Cox Cable, Comcast 

Cable and WDBJ will be over 500 television commercials.  

These sights and sounds of the Christmas season will be com-

plemented with eight outdoor billboards placed strategically 

around the Roanoke and New River Valleys. 
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ROANOKE DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TRAINING EVENT 

Saturday, January 10, 2009, 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

First United Methodist Church, 125 W. Main St., Salem, VA 

(Brochures are available online at www.roanokeumc.org) 

 

CLASS OPPORTUNITIES: 

(Leaders will be from the VA Conference and Roanoke District) 

The Strength of Our Connection:  How the conference can help your church  Led by: Marc Brown 

Covenant Relationships:  Going the next Step  Led by: Denise Honeycutt 

Stewardship:  Stewards of God’s Creation  Led by:  George Neas 

Financial Management of Records and Audits  Led by: Dennis Scheer 

The UM Assembly Center, What is Blackstone and How It Can Enrich your Ministry  Led by: Cammie Armstrong 

Staff Parish Relations Committee  Led by: Stephen Hundley 

Lay Leadership  Led by: Warner Bonderman 

Endowment and Planned Giving for the Local Church and Investments of Church Funds  Led by: Jim Bergdoll 

Interesting Tidbits:  UMW  Led by: Nancy Sasser 

Family Production:  An Evangelistic Tool for Young Families  Led by: Tina Yates 

Where We are Going and How to Get There!  Led by: Jean Broyles 

Children’s Ministries:  Teaching children about stewardship and Sunday School is COOL  Led by: Susan Wagner 

Youth Ministries:  How to do Contact Work with our Students  Led by: Dave Harris 

Scouting  Led by: Barry Hensley 

Building Partnerships:  Schools, Churches, & Agencies/Organizations  Led by: Debbie Brown 

 

Roanoke District Office                                      

Virginia Conference                                                            

The United Methodist Church                           

4502 Starkey Road, SW, Suite 101                    

Roanoke, VA   24018                                             

Charlene Payne Krammerer, Area Bishop          

Stephen C. Hundley, District Superintendent      

Carole Click, Office Manager                             

Fran Burgess, Office Assistant 

Phone: (540) 989-3335                                      

Fax:  (540) 989-0672                                               

E-mail: shundley@roanokeumc.org                                                                                                    

cclick@roanokeumc.org                                    

fburgess@roanokeumc.org 

Weõre on the web at:                         

www.roanokeumc.org 

The DEADLINE  for the NEXT ISSUE is the 

15th of the month 
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