Dear friends,

I cannot let the chance go by to thank all of you for the
prayers and support offered to me and my family at the loss
of my brother Jim. Many of you have shared many cards,
phone calls, and emails and shown the power of loving
presence during this time.

My brother was twenty months older than me. I reminded him that he was
my “much older brother” on every possible occasion! We shared a childhood
playing together and a lifetime of talking with each other often. During the
recent years we talked almost daily and sometimes several times a day. If we
missed a day and had not talked, he would call me and ask me “if my finger
was broke” — a clear reference to the fact that I must not have been able to
dial a telephone, otherwise, I certainly would have called him. We would like
to think that the talks were about important things but as I look back on it
now, the talks were about what was really important- keeping connected!

Is there someone in your church who wonders if your “finger is broken?” Is
there someone in your church who has become disconnected? I pray that you
might find a way to reconnect with these persons, not for important “things,”

but to be importantly connected.

May God bless you and keep you as you share a full and fun August!
Peace-

Steve Hundley

Our sympathies are extended to the family of Rev. James H. Hundley who
died on July 12th. Jim was serving Southview UMC at the time of his death.
Jim was also the brother of our District Superintendent, Stephen C. Hundley.

Please remember Rev. Russell Cheatham who is recovering from surgery.
Russell is the pastor of Huntington Court UMC. Also remember Rev. Woody
Stovall , who is recovering from surgery. Woody is a retired clergy on the
Roanoke District.
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District Events & News: YOHTH NEWS

v lCave Spring tl)Jllwc has 10 rectangu- Training Date Set Ifor all Yohuth Leaders on the Roanoke District: The
ar ta es., 6 x30 di&Acf ourefi s %lann\anig b great day of training for all youth leaders

pink tops to give to any church who ] . . .
can use them. You will need to pick (paid, non-paid, volunteer—anyone that works with youth). The date is

them up anytime between 8:30 am - Saturday, August 29th. This event is FREE! The event will be held at St.
3:30 pm, Monday - Thursday or 8:30 Marks UMC in Daleville. We encourage you to invite all of your youth
am - noon on Friday. Call Cave
Spring UMC at 989-3673 and ask for
Patsy.

leaders, youth counselors, and youth Sunday school teachers. You can
come for 1/2 day or for a full day of training. Brochures have been sent
out. Please note this event is the training that is offered by the Roanoke

v The 2008 Audit from Boitnott & .o . .. Lo ..
district, and there will not be a youth training at the regular district training

Schaben, LLC has been received in ) )
the district office. Copies are avail- event in the winter.
f:;e ;r;tt,:z f:ﬁ&zf;rai:(d;urigfso ; District Youth Event Dates Set for the Fall: The district youth council
uesting i you for you
faithful stewardship. has set dates f‘or the fall 2009 events. Please mark down OTl your calendar.
and plan to bring your youth groups. The dates for the spring semester will

v Pl th t t .
case save the dale, Saturday, be announced after VUMDLYA in early August. Sunday, Sept. 27 -Fall

August 15, for the Roanoke District

Clergy Charge Conference Orien- Rally 4:30 - 7:30 pm at Thrasher UMC. Sunday, Nov. 1 - Benefit Concert
tation at Camp Alta Mons from 9:30 for Youth Service Fund.
a.m. through lunch. ..
District Youth to Attempt to Feed 50,000 People at Fall Rally: The
v Zhiclzarﬁt‘? ?ezgl\j;s ,Ba[’;qu‘?tlw'” Roanoke district youth helped feed over 15,000 people at their spring re-
e hela at Irinity In Danville on . . . . . .
Nov. 2, 2009, at 6:00 p.m. All of us treat this past April. They worked with the Tri-District Re.treat and STOP
have silent angels in our church and HUNGER NOW and assembled over 15,000 meals that will go and feed
community who are deserving of the hungry. This event was so successful, that the council has decided to
receiving the Charlotte Seegars see if they can feed even more people. Our goal is to assemble 50,000

awatd f(?r W.ork N MiSsions. The . meals - which will be a huge undertaking. It costs $.25 to assemble each
nominating information will be avail-

able in August. | hope you will take meal. In order to meet this lofty goal, we will need to raise $12,500!! That
the time to honor someone in your is roughly $200 per church on the Roanoke district. QUR CHALLENGE
church or community. Please put to the churches on the district and the youth groups on the district is to
this date on your calendar and plan have every church strive to raise $200 per church OR MORE if you can.

to attend. Not only will there be . . . . .
good food and fe")cl)wship but also What a remarkable witness this would be if we could accomplish this act of

an inspirational program and the service. Our goal is to raise this by September 27th—and then for the
children of Henry Fork. Come and youth fall rally—all youth groups will gather at Thrasher UMC and assem-
see your mission work in action. ble all 50,000 meals—which will feed 50,000 people! Youth leaders, we

Lanie Loos, Chairman of Communi-

cations, Henry Fork Board encourage you to put this on your calendar now and get your youth groups

out for this awesome event. Get your churches behind this chance to feed

v i istri .
The next meeting of the District 50,000 people in a matter of a couple of hours!

Book Club will be Sept. 22 at the
Roanoke UM Home. The book will

beGodds SedThe Making e
of the King James Bible by Adam

Nicolson. For more information, VA United Methodist Conference Credit Union
please call Becky Hundley at 904- is Focused On Being Your Financial Partner in Ministry
2960.

Large churches and small churches—we have products and services that fit
them all, including checking and savings accounts, loan products, online
account management, electronic collection of tithes and financial literacy
resources. We always welcome the opportunity to serve our conference
churches. Call us at 866-657-0200 or visit our website at www.vumcu.org.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  Nancy Sasser, District President et Ml Women

We recently received a 2008 Report on UMW giving for the Virginia Conference. We were SECOND in the nation
for MISSION GIVING and TOTAL GIVING. Our totals were: Mission Giving § 743,573.30; Designated Giving
$ 113,288.14; and Total Giving was $ 856,861.44. This represents a lot of food, clothing, and shelter for women,
children and youth around the world!

Last month I reported on our UMW Day at Ferrum College. I found out a few days ago, I did miss recognizing a
group that attended from Cave Spring UMW. A large group of 8 or 9 women were also part of the celebration at
Ferrum. Thanks for letting me know.

My husband and I attended the Voices of Youth Concert at Raleigh Count UMC on Tuesday night July 14™. T saw
many of you there and like me, [ am sure you were very pleased with the talents and dedication of these young peo-
ple. They had been to Mississippi to work on a Katrina Recovery Project and were beginning their extensive tour of
the Virginia Conference. It is so refreshing to see young people, the future of our church, so fired up to do Mission
Projects and share their faith with others. We had three young ladies as part of the singing group, Sarah Hundley
from Cave Spring, Mollie Donihe from Raleigh Court and Virginia Greer formerly of Pembroke, now from New
Hope. Please keep these young people and their adult leaders in your prayers. They are a wonderful example of our
potential and talents in the United Methodist Church and Virginia Conference.

Our UMW sisters on the Richmond District recently sent an invitation for us to join them in a Mission Trip to the

Eastern Shore. On August 18th and 19th they will travel from Richmond to three mission projects. Casa

Esperanza Center, Agape Childrenbés Center andCo#l | G
per person is based on number in each room, but will be all inclusive. Example: 4 to a room, $ 162.00 per person. If

you have an interest, you my contact Ruth Wilkerson in Richmond at 804-746-6493 or email her
cusmile2day@hotmail.com

Summer is a busy time, but keep working on your Mission Today items and be on the lookout for Mission Projects
for your unit to participate in or support with time, talents and funds.

UNITED METHODIST The 2009 United Methodist Men's 32nd Spiritual Retreat is scheduled for November 6-8 at
(l the UM Assembly Center in Blackstone. Headlining the event this year is the Rev. Dr. Bryan
\1 Collier, Lead Pastor and Ministry Coach at The Orchard: A United Methodist Congrega-
= tion, located in Tupelo, MS.

The 2009 Spiritual Retreat Registration and General Information brochure (PDF) has been published on the
new Virginia Conference Website at http://www.community.vaumc.org/netcommunity/UMMen, and is located
at the top of the page under the "MEN" logo. Space permitting, please hang the brochure in a prominent location for
all to see.

Also, located at the same address (http://www.community.vaumc.org/netcommunity/UMMen) on the same page,
is a stand-alone version of the 2009 S/R Registration Form, placed there to simplify the process of making copies
for distribution.

Larry Burian, President, VA Conference UMMen
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NEWS FROM GRACE MINISTRIES: SHALOM ZONE ROANOKE, VA

Donald E. Edwards is the Church and Community Worker assigned to Grace Ministries. A UMC minister from the
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference and an attorney in both the Pennsylvania and New Jersey bars, Don has experience
in Federal Fair Housing and Immigration Law.

The Law can be confusing and often people are unaware of their Rights. Don is ready to present “Know Your
Rights” seminars with regard to Fair Housing and Immigration issues. They are designed to last 3-4 hours.

If your church is interested in ministering to persons with immigration issues, please call Don at (609) 709-0023 or
email him at donedwards.esq@gmail.com.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM

It’s that wonderful time of the year, once again! The children of the Roanoke Valley will soon be heading back to
school. Each year, we try to provide basic school supplies to our COP children and youth (all 140), both at the start of
the school year and throughout the school year as needed.

The following items are needed individually or assembled into schoolbags for distribution:

Elementary School Supplies: Middle School and High School Supplies:
Back pack Elmer’s glue back pack graphing paper
Yellow #2 pencils glue sticks 3 single-subject notebooks box of colored pencils
Pencil sharpener pink “pearl” eraser 1 pkg. subject dividers #2 pencils
24 pack of crayons school box composition books 2 black or blue pens
8 pack of Crayola markers 3 single-subject notebooks 1 1/2” 3-ring binder crayons or markers
Fiskar scissors (child-size) wide-ruled paper college-ruled paper pencil sharpener
Pocket folders 1 1/2” 3-ring binder ruler

If you or your church would like to contribute to this cause, please call Deb Keeney at 540-342-3103 or email at
domaha@cox.net , or simply drop them off at COP.

Our aim is to provide each of the children with these supplies before school begins in the fall. We will be putting to-
gether bookbags around August 23rd and will continue restocking our school supplies for the year.

Thank you for your continued support of the Community Outreach Program.
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The COP has openings for the following positions: Program Director: To plan and implement the programs associated
with COP: tutoring, Christian education, “C.O.P.’s Got Talent”; 20-30 hours per week; including evenings; Christian
Education background preferred. Group Leader: Implement the program for a small group of children; 12 hours per
week, evenings; college age and older. Volunteers: Many volunteer positions available. Tutor, assistant group leaders,
van drivers, special program and event chairpersons (Christmas Angels, school supplies, camping) and many more op-
portunities; high school age and older. For more information contact Deb Keeney at 402-980-9425 or 540-342-3103 or
email your resume or questions to her at domaha@cox.net.
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