
A CALL TO BE EASTER 

PEOPLE 

Do you want to be a significant 

part of making someone else‘s 

life better? 

 . . . reach out as a disci-

ple of Jesus Christ. 

Do you want to be a better per-

son? 

 . . . pray that God will 

continue to form and transform 

you. 

Do you want to do things 

that have eternal conse-

quence? 

 . . . give to the poor – 

your money, your time, your 

love. 

Do you want to be connected 

to others and grow together 

to make a better world? 

 . . . open your eyes to 

see your world as God sees it. 

You see, these are the choices 

we make to 

be better 

church lead-

ers and better 

Christians.  We model for 

ourselves and for others 

what it means to be disciples, 

fully engaged in the work of 

the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

This is what EASTER PEO-

PLE do!  Be Easter people! 

Steve 

From Our District Superintendent 

The District Children‘s 

Worker Retreat will be held 

April 30 and May 1 in the 

Carter Cottage at Camp Alta 

Mons.  It will begin with 

dinner at 6:00 pm, followed 

by two workshops and close 

with vespers. 

Saturday will begin with 

breakfast at 8:30am followed 

by two workshops.  Lunch 

will be served at 11:30 am 

followed by four more 

workshops in the afternoon 

and then close with an anoint-

ing at 4:30 pm.  Each of the 

four people who attended the 

Children‘s Ministry Forum in 

Raleigh will present their two 

favorite workshops. 

All accommodations and meals 

will be provided.  Donations 

will be accepted.  If you are 

interested, please contact Susan 

Wagner at Bonsack UMC (977

-4212) or email her at 

susan@bonsackumc.org.  

Susan is always available for 

any Children‘s Ministry 

needs or questions you might 

have. 

The Children‘s Ministry for 

the District will plan a fall 

Children‘s Mission event for 

the district churches.  Look 

for details in the near future. 

District Childrenõs Workersõ Retreat 
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The sights and sounds of 

spring are beginning to appear 

at Alta Mons.  The snow is 

thawing and the long forgotten 

grass reappearing.  The birds are 

singing a song of celebration, 

heralding warmer weather, and 

the deer are feasting on the 

abundance of greenery. 

We are thankful for the ever 

changing beauty of the seasons 

so clearly displayed at Alta 

Mons.  Come and stretch your 

legs after the long winter 

months and share with us in the 

coming of spring. 

Memorial Day Weekend 

(May 28—May 30)  During 

Memorial Day weekend, 

families, groups and individu-

als are welcome to stay at 

Alta Mons for a reduction in 

the regular rates.  Saturday 

brings a full day of free events 

such as hiking, swimming, 

wagon rides, fishing and more 

program activities.  Meals are 

offered for reduced rates 

throughout the weekend, 

including a cook-out on Sat. 

The day ends around the 

campfire with songs, stories 

and S‘mores! 

Green Up Day  (April 24) 

will be from 9am to 3pm 

with lunch being provided.  

Celebrate ―Earth Day Week‖ 

by helping ―green-up‖ the 

camp.  This event is focused 

around environmental stew-

ardship.  The morning pro-

vides an opportunity for vol-

unteering centered on being 

‗green‘ such as spreading 

mulch, landscaping flower 

beds, trash hikes, cleaning up 

the creek and recycling.  This 

event is suitable for all age 

groups. 

Sign up a church team and 

relay with us in 2010! 

Vinton Relay for Life       

April 16-27, 2010                       

www.VintonRelay.org 

Botetourt Relay for Life          

May 21-22, 2010                    

www.BotetourtRelay.org 

The American Cancer Society 

has several Relay for Life events 

in our immediate area.  These 

events are a 24 hour event of 

walking for a cure.  This is a 

great time of fellowship and 

getting to know people while 

together you are fighting for a 

cure for cancer. 

Roanoke Relay for Life      

June 4-5, 2010                 

www.RoanokeRelay.org 

Salem Relay for Life           

June 18-19, 2010               

www.SalemRelayforLife.org 

Visit our websites or call 774

-2716 for more information. 

News from Camp Alta Mons 

Relay For Life Events 

peace is possible 

Joy to the World Mis-

sion & Evangelism 

Children‘s Study: Hug-

ging the World! 

Youth Study:  Enriching 

the World! 

This is a great opportunity 

for men, women, youth and 

children to learn about being 

partners in God‘s global mis-

sion, and to grow spiritually 

through study and worship. 

Registration deadline is July 

10, 2010.  For more informa-

tion contact Chris Cole at 

540-289-5182 or email                    

criscole@ntelos.net.  You 

may also register online at 

vaumc.org. 

School of Christian Mission 

 The Virginia Conference 

School of Christian Mission 

will be held at the Virginia 

United Methodist Assembly 

Center on July 22-25 & 26-29, 

2010. 

The studies will be: 

For the Love of God: 

John‘s Letters 

The Beauty & Courage of 

Sudan:  Why a dream of 

Camping Season Begins 

April 1st 
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The District Youth Praise 

Service will be held May 2 at 

Cave Spring UMC at 5pm-

7pm.  Your group is invited to 

the red carpet event of the 

year!  The Roanoke District 

Youth Academy Awards!  

Come dressed to impress 

(As formal attire as your 

youth can wear - but we 

accept anything from shorts 

to formal gowns to tuxedos -

encourage dressing up if you 

can). Send information 

(pictures, videos, stories) of 

what your group has been 

doing this year to Tim Craft 

at Bonsack UMC, 4493 Bon-

sack Rd., Roanoke, VA 

24012 or email at 

craftytim@msn.com.  We 

request you give us an esti-

mated head count by April 

26.   

ADMISSION PRICE: Canned 

food to be donated to local 

charities!   

Come walk the red carpet, 

mingle with UM stars, eat 

some great food and cele-

brate what UM Youth have 

been doing to usher in the 

kingdom of God. 



Roanoke District UMW 

Lay Speaking Ministries 

United Methodist Womenõs Day 

One way that we are true to 

our purpose and fulfill our 

commitment to educate and 

encourage our units is by 

sponsoring a District Spiri-

tual Life Retreat  each spring.  

This year‘s event will be Sat-

urday, April 17, at Camp 

Alta Mons and Crockett 

Springs UMC with registra-

tion beginning at 9:00 am and 

the program at 9:30 am. The 

cost for lunch is $10.00 and 

will be served at noon in the 

camp dining hall.  Registra-

tion deadline is April 7 .  

Forms are available in the 

recent Newsette or each unit 

president has a copy. 

The theme this year is The 

Purpose.  We are very excited 

to have two of our Confer-

ence UMW officers leading 

our retreat:  Addie Lee 

Haynes, President; and 

Louise Landis Miller, Vice-

President.  Both of these la-

dies have years of experience, 

enthusiasm and great joy to 

share with us during our 

time together.  We will also 

have a short presentation 

from our District Vice-

President, Lou Talbutt, on 

the Rekindle the Gift Leader-

ship Training Program.  We  

will be receiving an offering 

to benefit Mission Giving. 

Each year at this retreat, we 

collect items for a mission 

project.  If your unit has 

made Health Kits , you can 

bring them.  (Perhaps you 

have already sent them with 

your church‘s kits through 

the conference.)  You could 

also bring items for the Trin-

ity UMC Community Out-

reach Program (towels, 

wash cloths, deodorant, in-

sect repellant & sun screen.) 

Several United Methodist  

Women from the Roanoke 

District and many from 

across the VA Conference 

will be heading west soon for 

the UMW Assembly 2010 in  

of ―gossipy southern ladies in 

a small-town beauty parlor.  

The play is alternately hilari-

ous and toucbing-and, in the 

end, deeply revealing of the 

strength and purposefulness 

which underlies the antic 

banter of its characters.  

‗Harling has given his 

women sharp, funny dia-

logue.  The play builds to a 

conclusion that is deeply mov-

ing.‘ -NY Daily News.‖ 

Cost for the day is only $15 

per person.  Checks should be 

made payable to Ferrum Col-

lege and sent to the Office of 

Dean of the Chapel, Ferrum 

College, PO Box 1000, Fer-

rum, VA 24088.  Reservations 

need to be received by May 25, 

2010. 

Ferrum College Celebrates 

United Methodist Womenõs 

Day on Saturday, June 5th. 

The day will begin with regis-

tration on the patio of 

Vaughn Chapel 9-9:45 a.m.  

There will be a service of 

praise and worship and lunch 

will be served.  The play, Steel 

Magnolias, will be performed.  

The play centers on a group 

Class and $30 for Advanced 

Class.  Check payable to Roa-

noke District UMC (Memo: 

Lay Speaking Event) Fee in-

cludes Saturday breakfast, 

lunch, snacks and literature. 

The Roanoke District Spring 

Lay Speaking Ministries 

Rally and Training Event 

will be held April 23 and 24 

at Northview UMC.  Regis-

tration fee $25 for Basic 

Deadline for registration is 

April 21.  You may find more 

information and the registra-

tion form on the district web-

site: www.roanokeumc.org 
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Nancy Sasser,  

District President 

St. Louis, Missouri.  Women  

from around the world will  be 

gathering there April 30-May 2 

to celebrate, worship, sing 

praises and share experiences.  

The theme this year is Faith - 

Hope - Love In Action.  Some of 

us will be taking part in an Ub-

untu Day Service on April 29. 

The VA Conference UMW 

Spiritual Life Retreat will be 

held May 14-16 in Blackstone at 

VUMAC.  The guest speaker 

will be Rev. Janice Prentace.  

Registration information is avail-

able from your unit president or 

on the UMW‘s website: 

www.vaumw.org. 

The Virginia United Meth-

odist Credit Union has an 

unsecured line of credit 

that your church can use for 

any project or emergency. 

~ Line of credit up to 

$50,000 

~No fee to apply (credit 

restrictions apply) 

Contact Mike Haydon at 

866-0004 or email: mhay-

don@vumcu.org.  Member-

ship at VUMCU is open to 

all churches, clergy, church 

members, organizations and 

agencies within the VA Con-

ference. 



1. Consider how your con-

gregation currently im-

pacts its community.  

Do you have a food pan-

try, a clothing closet, an 

English as a Second Lan-

guage (ESL) program, a 

tutoring program, etc.? 

2. Schedule an activity for 

an existing or new out-

reach ministry on either 

April 24 or 25. 

3. Invite both your congre-

gation and local commu-

nity to be involved. 

é on one weekend all around 

the world, 11 million United 

Methodists came together to 

work with their local commu-

nities?  What If é as we serve 

people locally, we unite glob-

ally to eliminate a prevent-

able, treatable disease that kills 

one child every 30 seconds? 

On April 24 and 25, congre-

gations are invited to partici-

pate in ―Change the World,‖ 

an event that will reveal the 

many ways faithful Chris-

tians everywhere are serving 

God.  To get started: 

4. Use the Rethink 

Church World Ma-

laria day (April 25) 

Sermon Starter (can be 

found at 

www.rethinkchurch. 

org) 

5. Collect a special offer-

ing to combat malaria. 

For more information and 

additional ideas, check out 

www.rethinkchurch.org/

changetheworld. 

What If  ··· ?  

Caption describing pic-

ture or graphic. 
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District Events & News: 

 

V Windsor Hills UMC  is hosting 

a six week small group Bible 

study based on the action 

packed yet heartwarming movie 

Fireproof.  The study will run 

from the week of April 12 

through May 21.  For more 

information, call Lisa Gleixner 

at 540-774-8082 or the church 

office at 540-774-4730. 

V The Roanoke District Book 

Club will meet at the Roanoke 

United Methodist Home on May 

25 at 3:00 pm.  We will study 

The Alchemist by Paulo 

Coelho.  If you have any ques-

tion, contact Becky Hundley at 

904-2960. 

V Rockingham Court UMC has 

8 sets of sanctuary curtains to 

donate.  Curtain size is approxi-

mately 48ò wide by 60ò long.  If 

interested, contact the church 

at 427-0112 or Sheri Minnix at 

427-0091. 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  

The family of Jim Pearman, Roanoke District Treasurer, on the death of his father, 

James E. Pearman, Sr., who died March 14, 2010. 


