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All,

God invaded the world with a son named Jesus. And in the
coming weeks, we will remember and celebrate his death
and resurrection again. For 50 days the Easter season
surrounds us with white paraments with gold trim. But I

wonder how those of us who are church leaders are S 1SS
“invading” our world. Just how can we invade the world IN THIS ISSUE:
with the good news of Jesus Christ — how can we be Easter people? Superintendent’s Message 1
We can invade our world with outrageous love. In This Issue !
. . . Newsletter via Email 1
We can invade our world with unusual forgiveness. e via mma
District Events & News 2
We can invade our world with words and practices of hope. i
District Youth 2
We can invade our world with a love for church. Lay Speaking Ministries D)
We can invade our world by giving which surprises. Camp Alta Mons Events 2
We can invade our world as Godly disciples of Jesus. United Methodist Women 3
) ) Canned Meat Needed 3
And by the way, allow the opportunity for you to be invaded by the God who — —
blesses us each day. You might be surprised! District Board of Missions 3
Guatemala Pot Luck Night 4
Christian Support 4

Steve Hundley

HELP US SAVE

The District office is making an ongoing effort to be good stewards of our resources
by striving to send the District Newsletter out by email to as many persons as
possible. We send approximately 1200 letters out by US mail each month and so far
we have received 250 emails from newsletter recipients agreeing to receive their
newsletter by email. If you are receiving this newsletter as a hard copy but would
like to receive it by email, just email Carole Click at cclick@roanokeumec.org and
we will be happy to add you to the email list. Thanks to all those who have
responded thus far and thanks in advance to those of you who will respond!




District Events & News:

v Pierce Chapel UMC is hosting a
Sunday Evening Service on April 5th
beginning at 4:30 pm with an Easter
Egg Hunt followed by dinner at 5:30
(free of charge). Worship will begin at
6:30 with Ms. Betty Hale as guest
speaker and special music by Lee
Prunty from Truevine, VA. For more
information, please contact Lesylie
Johnson at 473-1652 or Sherry Dyer
at 254-3128.

v District Ministers’ Association will
meet Monday, April 6, at St. Paul
UMC, 502 Gilmer Ave., NW, Roa-
noke. The speaker will be Angie
Williams, Director of Youth, Young
Adults and Singles Ministries,
VAUMC. The program will be “Youth
and Young Adult Ministries: Hard
Questions/Hard Answers”.

v The Wesley Singers of Virginia
Tech will be singing at the 11:00
Worship service at Bonsack UMC on
Sunday, April 19.

v Nancy Hamblin and her sisters from
St. Mark’s UMC have about 700 totes
available to fill with school supplies for
Conference. These totes are made of
heavy fabric and come in many colors
and are also made to the recom-
mended size of 16” x 14”. The cost of
each bag is $1.50 and any monies
made will be reinvested in mission
work. For more information contact
Nancy at 540-992-5505.

v’ Are you Jaded? Have your ideals of
finding the perfect love, the perfect
job, and the perfect friends collided
with reality? Don’t become cynical
and bitter. A six-week Study for
Young Adults will begin on May 10th
at 4:00 pm at Northview UMC’s Fam-
ily Life Center. A permanent meeting
time will be chosen at the first meet-
ing. Through this study you can learn
to deal with reality in a way that will
renew hope. If you are in college,
your 20’s, or 30’s, then you're invited
to contact Meagan Smith, the leader
of the Jaded study,
meganmsmith@ntelos.net. The
book, Jaded by Mike Harder, is $7.95
and can be found at Lifeway or online
at www.threadsmedia.com. Join
Meagan in rediscovering hope in
reality.
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DISTRICT YOUTH EVENTS

The Roanoke District Spring Break Youth Mission Trip to Hands of
Hope in McDowell County, WV, will begin on April 13 to April 16.

Tri-District Spring Retreat: Danville, Roanoke & Staunton Districts
are teaming up for what is sure to be the best weekend retreat ever! Craig
Tackett and the jonathan project will lead the youth in worship and the
word. Mark your calendar for May 1-3 at the Eagle Eyrie Conference Cen-
ter. Registration $70/person - Registration Deadline April 19. For more
information contact: Tim Craft at craftytim@msn.com.
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LAY SPEAKING MINISTRIES
Spring Training Event
Friday, April 24 - 6:30 to 10:00 PM
And Saturday, April 25 - 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM

The Lay Speaking Ministries Spring Training Event is scheduled for Friday,
April 24 and Saturday, April 25 at St. Paul UMC in Christiansburg.

Registration information will be on the district website at
www.roanokeumec.org or call the district office at 989-3335 for more in-
formation.
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CAMP ALTA MONS EVENTS

SUMMER CAMP: Registration has begun for the 2009 summer camp.
The theme this year is “/ Am”. Here we will be learning about the person
of Jesus the Christ and Teacher. Details, brochures and posters have been
sent to each district church. If you would like further information or re-
quest a visit from Alta Mons to talk about the camp, please go to our web-
site at www.altamons.org or call the camp office at 540-268-2409.

GREEN-UP DAY: Celebrate Earth Day Week by helping “Green-Up” the
camp. Spread mulch, landscape flower beds, plant, trash hike, clean the
creek and more. The day will begin at 9:00 am on April 18th with lunch at
1:00 pm, and the afternoon will have displays and talks about how to lead a
‘Recycling Christian Life’, Green Living and Stewardship.

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND: Join us on Saturday, May 23, beginning
at 9:00 am and ending with a campfire around 8:00 pm.for a Memorial Day
Weekend Celebration. Free events include activities such as guided hikes,
wagon rides, campfire, cookout, swimming and more. This one day event
is a great opportunity for new summer campers to get a taste of the daily
activities and the grounds of Camp Alta Mons and kicks off our summer
season.
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ROANOKE DISTRICT

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  Nancy Sasser, District President

United Methodist Woren

One way that we are true to our purpose, and fulfill our commitment to educate and encourage our units, is to spon-
sor a District Spiritual Life Retreat each spring. This year’s event will be Saturday, April 25, 2009, at Camp Alta
Mons and Crockett Springs United Methodist Church. Our theme this year is: Lord Change Me. We are very ex-
cited to have Lillian Sloane from Front Royal, Virginia as our guest speaker. Lillian formerly served four years as
our Conference UMW Spiritual Growth coordinator and brings to us her years of experience as an educator and pub-

lic speaker.

Our registration will begin at 9:00 am, with the program starting at 9:30 am. We will be receiving an offering dur-
ing the service to benefit Mission Giving. The cost for our Lunch will be $ 10.00 and will be served at 12:00 noon
in the Camp Dining Hall. Pre-registration is requested so we can plan for our refreshments and lunch. Forms are
available in our recent Newsetteand each unit president should have a copy. If not, contact me or one of our district
officers for more information. Registration deadline is April 16™.

We recently learned that several of our young people from the Roanoke District will be participating in the Voices of
Youth program this summer. They have asked to have a BAKE SALE at the Retreat to raise funds for their ex-
penses. This is not an official project of United Methodist Women; but as “women of the church” we welcome
them and look forward to supporting this activity. So bring a few extra $$$ and make a donation and/or purchase

some homemade goodies.

Virginia Conference UMW Spiritual Life Retreat will be held May 1-3, 2009 in Blackstone at VUMAC. The
guest speaker, Rev. Doris Byrd-Madison, was a former pastor on the Roanoke District. Their theme will also be
“Lord Change Me.” Registration information is available from your unit president or on the United Methodist
Women’s website: www.vaumw.org. Check it out and plan to attend. You will not be disappointed.

CANNED MEAT DONATIONS NEEDED

Churches and church members are invited to contribute
canned meats to be taken to Hands of Hope in McDowell
County, WV, by our youth and adult District Mission Team
on April 13-16. McDowell County is the 28th poorest
county in the USA, with 32% living below the poverty
level. We are taking Spam, Treet, ravioli with meat, beef
stew, tuna, chicken in cans for distribution in food boxes.
Small and large donations are welcome! Please drop them
off by Tuesday, April 7, at the Roanoke District Office,
4502 Starkey Rd., SW, Suite 101, between 8:30 am - noon
and 1:00 - 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday. You may also
drop them off at the back parking lot door of Mount Pleas-
ant UMC, 3035 Mt. Pleasant Blvd., Roanoke. For further
information, please contact Pastor Liz Mortlock at
Elizabeth.Mortlock@gmail.com or 540-427-3064.
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AITLLL.LET.UTA!

CHRIST IS AILIVE!

Roanoke District Board of Missions

The annual meeting of the Roanoke District Board
of Missions was held March 8, 2009. $3,000 was
approved for Church Extension grants and $82,500
was approved for Program grants for a total of
$85,500. Grants were approved for the following
churches and organizations:

Extension Grants: Mount Pleasant UMC
(Roanoke), Three Oaks Fellowship UMC, Wesley
Memorial UMC

Program Grants: Acts 2 Ministry, Community
Christmas Store, Community College Ministries,
Community Outreach Program, Faith Works in the
Roanoke Valley, Food Pantry, Hispanos Unidos,
Park UMC, Pastoral Counseling Center of Roanoke
Valley, Presbyterian Community Center, Roanoke
Area Ministries, Roanoke Valley Interfaith Hospi-
tality Network, Southwestern Virginia Second Har-
vest Food Bank, Summer Enrichment Program,
TAP Families in Transition

In addition, Calvary UMC in Salem and Woodlawn
UMC were designated as the recipients of Builder’s
Club calls for 2009.


http://www.vaumw.org/
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GUATEMALA POT LUCK NIGHTWITH MISSIONARIES JIM & DIANE THOMPSON

You are invited to Northview UMC, 521 Ridgecrest Dr., Roanoke, on Sunday, April 19, at 5:00 p.m. to celebrate
and learn more about the Boca Costa Medical Mission.

For many years the Roanoke District of the United Methodist Church and its churches have sponsored and, with
Covenant Presbyterian, supported the Boca Costa Mission in Guatemala through mission teams who have built and
staffed rural medical clinics, supplied medicines, provided fluoride treatments for children’s teeth, held VBS and
helped to bring clean water to very poor villages. At the heart of this mission are Boca Costa missionaries Jim and
Diane Thompson of Ashville, NC. They will be sharing a presentation of the work of the mission and describe plans
for building additional classrooms for a village school. This is the project to be taken on by the Medical and Con-
struction Mission Team on June 6-14, 2009. Spaces are available.

Come along to Guatemala Pot Luck Night. Bring your friends, family, fellow church members and a dish to share.
We will be taking a free will offering for the school building project and hope to raise $1,700. Contributions of any
amount are greatly appreciated and checks may be made out to Northview UMC, with the note “Guatemala Mis-
sion”. To RSVP for the Pot Luck, or for more information on the June mission, please contact our Guatemala mis-
sion team leader, Jean Broyles at LVODAY @cox.net or 366-9065.

WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SUPPORT TO:

The family of Henry Morton Brown, father of the Reverend Marc Brown, VA Conference Director of Connec-
tional Ministries, who died March 3rd.

The family of the Rev. Dr. George S. Lightnewho died March 7th. Dr. Lightner served as Roanoke District
Superintendent from 1964-1967.

The family of Rev. James Carroll Finkvho died March 8th. Rev. Fink was a retired minister in the VA Con-

ference.
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